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Without swift action and long-term resolve, the local poultry 
industry could collapse due to sustained rises in price of inputs. 
Currently, feed alone accounts for about 70 percent of farms’ daily 
production cost – having jumped from 35 percent since the third 
quarter of 2022. The situation is further compounded by 
competition from cheaper imports, outbreaks of disease or pests, 
poor access to finance and high electricity bills. 
 
As a result, industry players say the once-buoyant industry is 
experiencing one of its worst times, with as many as 80 percent of 
farmers in Accra losing their livelihoods due to high production 
costs, according to the Greater Accra Poultry Farmers Association. 
Joseph Boakye-Yiadom, Chief Executive Officer of Joerees Farms – 
who boasts 35,000 layers and 10,000 broiler birds and with more 
than a decade experience being a farmer – noted that just a little 
over a year ago feed cost was about 30 percent – 35 percent of the 
total daily production cost, but it has now jumped to 70 percent. 
This, he said, has made it nearly impossible for most farms to stay 
afloat. 
 
“In the past, after deducting production cost including labour and 
utilities, the farmer was left with 50 percent profit. Therefore, even 
if the flock-production of eggs is at 80 percent, the farmer still gets 
a significant profit,” Mr. Boakye-Yiadom said. The story today, he 
narrated, is a completely different one as most farms have had to 
either shut-down or diversify to stay in business due to rising cost 
of production. It is estimated that over 10 million people in Ghana 
eat a meal with chicken every day. This translates to over 2 million 
birds. However, less than 3 percent of the meat is locally produced. 
 
With the sector’s ongoing plight, it is feared the poultry products 
market could be lost completely to imports. “Even if 50 percent is 
locally produced, says Mr. Boakye-Yiadom, “it will directly create 
sustainable employment for farm hands, transporters, processors 
and distributors.” Similarly, Chairperson of the Greater Accra 
Poultry Farmers Association, Gifty Rodor, sharing her sentiments 
about the plight of poultry farmers indicated that 80 percent of her 
members have lost their means of livelihood due to high cost of 
production, particularly feed. 
 
Recommendations 
 
On ways to revamp the industry, Madam Rodor recommended 
government should consider a policy that compels importers to 
obtain about 40 percent of chicken from local farmers while the 
remaining 60 percent comes from imports. This, when done, could 
ensure the industry’s survival over the next 5 to 10 years. 
 
“Government can also bring large-scale maize and soya producers 
together and help enable them to access loan facilities from banks 
at lower interest rates, empowering them to go into full-scale 
mechanisation and irrigation systems. We have proposed this to 
the sector ministry and Agricultural Development Bank – 

emphasising that if they do this, then the cost of inputs will stabilise,” she noted. 
 She further underscored the need for government to shift from rain-fed agriculture, which in her 
estimation is no longer sustainable due to climate change and its attendant erratic weather 
pattern changes – to adopting an irrigation system of agriculture, so as to ensure the availability 
of soya and maize. 
 
“Government needs to focus on irrigation and mechanisation for commercial farms as well as 
large-scale farming activities; and empower the Grains Development Authority or the buffer 
stock to procure maize and soya from commercial grain farmers when it is produced, and then 
store them in warehouses or silos so that poultry farmers can go there and buy their feed. This 
will ensure stable prices throughout the year. “Farmers themselves do not have the facility and 
financial muscle needed to procure the grain and store all-year-round,” she advocated. 
Meanwhile, the Chief Executive Officer of Joerees Farms added that the poultry value chain has a 
lot of potential to create sustainable employment for many people – if given the needed support 
and attention. 
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Zambia’s central bank increased commercial lenders’ reserve 
ratios to slow a slide in the nation’s currency battered by debt-
restructuring talks that have dragged for two years.  The Bank 
of Zambia increased the reserve ratio on domestic- and 
foreign-currency deposits to 11.5% from 9%, it said in a 
circular to lenders dated Feb. 1, which it confirmed to 
Bloomberg. The increased reserve-ratio requirements are 
effective Feb. 13.  “This measure is aimed at addressing the 
increased volatility in the exchange rate, which intensified in 
December 2022 and has persisted in 2023,” the central bank 
said. “The trend, if left unaddressed, has the potential to 
undermine the emerging stable macroeconomic 

environment.”Source: 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023 
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DOC BROILER PRICE STABLE  

The prices of broiler day-old chicks remained stable during the 

course of the week. The DoC broiler prices are trading at an average 

price of ZMK 12.5 per day old chick same as registered last week. 

The lowest chick on the market is trading at ZMK11 and the highest 

is still ZMK15 per day old chicks, depending on location and supplier. 

There were no movements on the prices of pullets on the market 

which are averaging ZMK16 per day old pullet. The price for SASSOL 

is trading at ZMK 13.0 per DOC. Kuroilers are now trading between 

ZMK10 to ZMK15 per day old chick depending on the supplier. The 

price for the improved free-range such as Black Austropop’s, 

Bushvelds, Kuroilers are selling between ZMK 15 to ZMK25 

depending on the age. The graph captures the national average 

price trend for the day-old broiler chicks. For the pullets, most of 

the bookings are open for February and February 2023 depending 

on the volumes and source. Check Figure 2 for the price trend, 

curtesy of PAZ 

 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken remained stable during the 

course of the week. The average price for the whole frozen chicken 

in Lusaka traded at about ZMK 51.21 per kg same price as obtained 

last week. The lowest price in some chainstores is still trading at 

ZMK49.99 per kg due to promotions being undertaken while the 

highest is trading at ZMK58.71 per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging 

between 1.1kg to 1.8kg in different stores. Please note that the 

prices are obtained from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa 

Supermarket, Chopies, and Cheers Stores. Different outlets have 

different pricing models hence the figures displayed is the average 

price for all the sampled chain stores. It should also be noted that 

these are Lusaka prices only. For the price trend, check figure3 

courtesy of PAZ 

 
 

The national average prices for the live broiler chickens 
remained stable in the open markets during the course of the 
week. There were equally no movements on prices for the x-
layers as well as the free-range chickens. The national live 
broiler bird prices averaged ZMK72.23 with the lowest price 
being Lusaka posting ZMK 62.76 per Live Chicken and the 
highest being ZMK85.13. The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 
59.37 per bird, while the free-range price is averaging ZMK 130. 
Lusaka’s broiler market is flooded coupled with low spending 
power by the consumers. Check figure 4 on the next page, 
courtesy of PAZ 
 

The prices for the Point of Lay remained stable the first week of February 2023 The average price is 
still averaging ZMK125, with the lowest being ZMK120 per bird for bulk consignments and the highest 
being ZMK130 per bird for small volumes depending on the supplier and location. The bookings for 
February and March 2023 are available.  
 
For beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices range between ZMK6500 to 
ZMK8,200 depending on the capacity and also the sources of the cages.  The second-hand refurbished 
cage price range between ZMK4800 to ZMK 5,500 depending on the quality, capacity, age and source. 
Quails’ cages, Rabbit Cages as well as second hand layers cages are all available on the market with 
different prices depending on the source and location. 

 

 

 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY PRICES REMAINS STABLE 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS STABLE 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS 

STABLE 
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The egg prices in the domestic market under pressure during the 

course of the week. The retail prices in open markets are ranging 
between ZMK5.23 to ZMK55. Most farm gate prices average ZMK 42 
tray to ZMK 44. Further, retail prices in some Chain stores did not 
register any movement with the prices averaged between ZMK60.99 to 
ZMK65.99 per tray of 30 eggs depending on the supplier, packaging 
and chain stores. Most of the traders in the open market are now 
selling an egg between ZMK 1.5 to ZMK 2 in some markets. For the 
price, trend refer to figure 5, courtesy of PAZ. 

 

FEED PRICES REMAINS STABLE 

The national average prices for poultry feed  remained stable during 

the course of the week. Broiler starter is still trading at ZMK 498.19 
per 50kg bag same price as was obtaining last week.  Broiler Grower 
averages ZMK480 while Broiler Finisher also averages ZMK470.16 per 
50kg bag. In the same vain there were no movements registered on 
the Layer feed. The prices ranges from ZMK385 for pullet starter, 
ZMk324 for pullet grower, ZMk 325 for pullet developer and ZMK347 
for layers mash. For those compunding their ownfeed, ingredients 
prices have have also been stable during the week as portrayed in the 
graphs from 6 to 9 below, curtesy of PAZ 

  

NATIONAL EGG PRICE REMAINS 

STABLE 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS 

This Poultry News has been sponsored by ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, 

NATIONAL MILLING, HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA LIMITED, ROSS BREEDERS 

LIMITED, BIMEDA EVONIK , ISIBAYA ,  SUPRAFEED, HEARTLAND BEST, 

MEGAFEEDS ,RIPA STOCKFEED,VET AVIAN,HYBRID,,AFRICAN AGROVERT AND 

ARKAY PLASTIC ZAMBIA LTD 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The 

sponsor will have a free space to advertise on this poultry news 

every week for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space is also 

available on our website. For terms and conditions please contact 

the Secretariat on 0211 256354, Mobile 0976130841.  PLEASE NOTE 

ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION 

AND TIMING. 

POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered 
member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If 

not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the 
showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. 
Registration is free and make sure you obtain a 

membership card, and ensure that you come with 
a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be 

registered. So, the only requirement is a receipt 
showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ 

affiliated Hatchery. 
 

 
 



 

 
Note: All prices in this update are retail prices- for all your poultry information please visit the websit:www.paoz.org 

Disclaimer: No one is allowed to copy or reproduce this information in any form without express permission from PAZ 

 

 

ISSUE 3 

3RD FEBRUARY 2023 
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NEW PAZ EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 
 

TRUSTEE 

MR. RODNEY 

SISALA 

TRUSTEE  

MR. LOVEMORE 

CHINYAMA 

MR RENE LOURENS 

NATIONAL CHAIRPERSON 

MR MATHEWS NGOSA- VICE CHAIRPERSON 

MRS MONICA MWAPE-NATIONAL TREASURER 

1. SVEN PHILBLAD- CHAIRPERSON ALLIED 

INDUSTRY 

2. MR HERMAN NIERNARB- CHAIRPERSON 

HATCHERIES 

3. MR GEOFFREY MITI- CHAIRPERSON 

PROCESSORS 

4. MR GODFREY MUNYORO- CHAIRPERSON 

DISTRICTS 

5. MR ISAAC SIKAZWE- CHAIRPERSON- EXOTICS 

6. MR CHIBAWE YARBSLEY -CHAIRPERSON – 

LAYERS 

7. MRS MONICA MUSONGOLE- CHAIRPERSON 

BROILERS 

8. MR DANIEL CHONDE-MINISTRY OF FISHERIES 

AND LIVESTOCK 

MR COLIN LINDSAY- PDF COLLECTOR 

 

MR DOMINIC CHANDA 

EXECUTIVE MANAGER 

MR MUMBA PHILIP- ACCOUNTANT AND 

ADMINITRATION 

MR GIDEON 

KATETELELA- 

MEMBERSHIP 

& BUSINESS 

DEVELOPMENT 

MR MASUSO PHIRI- 

LOGISTICS & 

ACCOUNTS 

ASSISTANT 

 

DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS 


