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Domestic broiler production is estimated to meet only about 2% of 
total demand for chicken meat in Ghana, due primarily to the rising 
costs of production. But chicken meat continues to be the most 
popular source of animal protein in the country and an increase in 
production is seen. A decrease in the price of corn following the 
2021 harvests has led the USDA to estimate Ghana’s domestic 
broiler production for MY2022 at 60,000 mt. This is a 20% increase 
over 2021 (50,000 mt), which was a decrease of about 14% 
compared to 2020 (57,000 mt). It is interesting to note that spent 
layers constitute more than 90% of domestically produced chicken 
meat, while domestic broiler production is believed to meet only 2% 
of demand in the country. 
The decline in domestic broiler production in 2021 is mainly due to 
the rising costs of production, particularly feed costs. Another 
factor responsible for the decrease is the recorded incidences of 
highly pathogenic avian influenza, which was reported in 9 out of 
the 16 regions of Ghana. The first reported case of avian 
influenza occurred in July 2021. Feed costs, which account for as 
much as 80% of the total cost of production, have seen a sharp 
increase over the first 2 years due shortages of corn. It has been 
reported that unusually high purchases of corn were made by 
aggregators from neighbouring countries in 2020. This, combined 
with increased industrial demand for corn (especially by breweries) 
and increased demand for human consumption, pushed the price of 
the commodity up in 2021. Furthermore, prepared feeds recorded 
price increases of between 49 and 82% in 2021 compared to 2019. 

Chicken meat continues to be the most popular source of animal 
protein in Ghana with consumption per capita reaching about 13 kg 
in 2021, and it is forecast to reach 460,000 mt this year, which is a 
15% increase over the 2021 estimates (400,000 mt). Population 
increase, a growing middle-class, a resurging economy, and the 
reopening of the hospitality sector and more freedom of movement 
are drivers for this upswing in chicken consumption. Most imported 
chicken meat on the Ghanaian market is sold frozen, cut into 
various parts, and packed into 10 kg cardboard boxes. Domestically 
produced chickens are usually sold at 2.5 kg live birds on the 
Ghanaian market at an average price of GHS55. The bird can also be 
slaughtered at the market for an additional GHS3. 

Post estimates Ghana’s MY2021 chicken meat imports at 350,000 mt, 
an almost 19% increase over 2020 imports (295,000 mt). Meanwhile, 
forecasts for chicken imports for 2022 are 400,000 mt, which 
represents growth of about 14% over 2021.  

This increase in volume of imported chicken meat reflects the widening gap between local demand 
and domestic supply. Chicken meat is imported from the Netherlands, Poland, the US, Belgium and 
Brazil. Other exporting countries are the UK, Turkey, Germany, Canada and Ukraine. Poultry imports 
are regulated through a non-transparent method of import permits and an import tariff of 35% import 
duty. Additional taxes and levies also apply. Livestock production accounts for 14% of agricultural GDP 
in Ghana. National demand for poultry meat alone was estimated at about 400,000 mt in 2020, with 
local production at just about 57,871 mt. Broiler meat imports constitute over 80% of total meat 
imports into the country, while domestic broiler production has been identified by the government as 
the fastest means of reducing meat imports. 

To achieve this, in 2019 the government launched the Rearing for Food and Jobs (RFJ) initiative under 
the theme ‘Self-Sufficiency in Meat Production – a Must’, aimed at modernising and transforming 
agriculture for food, jobs, and foreign exchange through the rearing of livestock such as poultry, 
cattle, sheep, and goats. The stated target for the poultry sector was to initially produce 40,000 mt of 
broiler meat (20 million birds) on a pilot basis in 2020 and scale up production. In total, 247,480 mt is 
expected to be produced within 5 years. 

For this initiative, Ghana’s government has placed a strong focus on poultry and has, through the 
Agricultural Development Bank Ghana, announced a US$87 million loan facility in support of the 
government’s ‘“Broiler Revitalization Programme’ which aims to increase domestic production of 
chicken with an interest rate of below 10%. Furthermore, the initiative will benefit from a 40% subsidy 
from the government to attract farmers into the broiler production sub-sector. The Ministry of Food 
and Agriculture will subsidise the cost of 1,000 - 2,000 day-old chicks, vaccines, and feed for the first 
2 weeks of production by 50%. This article has been based on a USDA report . 
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http://www.poultryworld.net/Health/health_tool/Avian-influenza-fowl-plague/
http://www.poultryworld.net/Health/health_tool/Avian-influenza-fowl-plague/
http://www.poultryworld.net/Health/health_tool/Avian-influenza-fowl-plague/
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The kwacha is likely to remain broadly weak against the 
dollar in the coming week, driven down by limited 
supply of hard currency. On Thursday, commercial banks 
quoted the currency of Africa's second-largest copper 
producer down at 18.58 per dollar from 18.4000 at the 
close of business a week ago. 

"The market continues to face dollar scarcity, further 
putting more pressure on the local unit which is 
expected to continue trading bearish in the near term," 
Access Bank ACCESS.LG said in a note. Source: AFRICA-
FX-Kenyan, Zambian currencies seen weakening | Nasdaq 
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DOC BROILER PRICE STABLE  

The prices of broiler day-old chicks posted some significant 

reduction during the course of the week. The DoC broiler prices are 

trading at an average price of ZMK13 per day old same as the price 

registered first week. The lowest chick on the market is still trading 

at ZMK12 and the highest is still ZMK14 per day old chicks, 

depending on location and supplier. There were no movements on 

the prices of pullets on the market which are averaging 

ZMK19.00per day old pullet, with the highest being ZMK20.00 and the 

lowest is still selling at ZMK18.0per day old chick. The price for 

SASSOL is trading at ZMK 10 to ZMK 15 per DOC. Kuroilers are now 

trading between ZMK10 to ZMK15 per day old chick depending on the 

supplier. The price for the improved free-range such as Black 

Austropop’s, Bushvelds, Kuroilers are selling between ZMK 15 to 

ZMK25 depending on the age. The graph captures the national 

average price trend for the day-old broiler chicks. For the pullets, 

most of the bookings are open for between February and February 

2022 depending on the volumes and source. Check Figure 2 for the 

price trend, curtesy of PAZ 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken remained stable during the second 

week of February 2022. The average price for the whole frozen 

chicken in Lusaka traded at about ZMK 55.21 per kg same price as 

obtained first week. The lowest price in some chainstores is still 

trading at ZMK52.99 per kg due to promotions being undertaken while 

the highest is trading at ZMK58.71 per kg. The chicken sizes are 

ranging between 1.1kg to 1.8kg in different stores. Please note that the 

prices are obtained from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa 

Supermarket, Chopies and Cheers Stores. Different outlets have 

different pricing models hence the figures displayed is an average 

price for all the sampled chainstores. It should also be noted that 

these are Lusaka prices only. For the price trend, check figure3 

curtesy of PAZ 

 
 

The national average prices for the live broiler chickens 
remained stable in the open markets during the February 
second week of February 2022. There were equally no 
movements on prices for the x-layers as well as the free-range 
chickens. The national live broiler bird prices averaged 
ZMK79.23 with the lowest price being Lusaka posting ZMK 70.12 
per Live Chicken and the highest being ZMK90.13. The x-layers 
have also averaged ZMK 69.37 per bird, while free range price 
is averaging ZMK 123.21. Check figure 4 on the next page, 
curtesy of PAZ 
 

The prices for the Point of Lay remained stable the first week of February 2022. The average price is 
still averaging ZMK125, with the lowest being ZMK120 per bird bulk consignments and the highest 
being ZMK140 per bird for small volumes depending on the supplier and location. The bookings for, 
February and March are available. Supply booking for pullets are still available in the market but for 
March and April delivery. 
 
For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices range between ZMK6800 to 
ZMK25,000 depending on the capacity and also the sources of the cages.  The second-hand 
refurbished cage price range between ZMK4800 to ZMK 5200 depending on the quality, capacity, age 
and source. Quails cages, Rabbit Cages as well as Februarysecond hand layers cages are all available 
on the market with differing prices depending on the source and location.  
 

 

 

 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY PRICES REMAINS STABLE 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAIN STABLE 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS 

STABLE 
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The egg prices in the domestic market posted some signs of recovery 

during the course of the week.The retail prices in open markets is now  
ranging between ZMK53.23 to ZMK55. Most farm gate prices average 
ZMK 44 tray to ZMK 47. Further, retail prices in some Chain stores did 
not register any movement with the prices averaged between 
ZMK65.99 to ZMK73.99 per tray of 30 eggs depending on the supplier, 
packaging and the chainstores. Most of the traders in the open market 
are now selling an egg between ZMK 2 to ZMK 2.5 in some markets. On 
the other hand, supply of egg trays seem to be on the increase but 
price still remains very high averaging ZMK 150 to ZMK180 per bundle 
of 100 trays. For the price trend refer to figure 5, curtesy of PAZ. 

 

FEED PRICES REMAINS STABLE 

The national average prices for the poultry feed  remained stable 

during the second week of February 2022. Broiler starter is still  
trading at ZMK 498.19 per 50kg bag same price as was obtaining first 
week. Broiler Grower averages ZMK50 while Broiler finisher also 
averages ZMK470.16 per 50kg bag. In the same vain there were no 
movements registered on the Layer feed. The prices ranges from 
ZMK385 for pullet starter, ZMk324 for pullet grower, ZMk 287 for 
pullet developer and ZMK311.37 for layers mash. For those compunding 
their ownfeed, ingredients prices have have also been stable during 
the week as portrayed in the graphs from 6 to 9 below, curtesy of PAZ 

 

 

 

NATIONAL EGG PRICE SHOW SIGNS OF 

RECOVERY 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS 
This Poultry News has been sponsored by ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING, 

HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA LIMITED, ROSS BREEDERS LIMITED, BIMEDA EVONIK , ALTUS 

FINANCIAL SERVICES ,  SUPRAFEED, FARM SELECT, HEARTLAND BEST AND MEGAFEEDS 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free 

space to advertise on this poultry news every week for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space 

is also available on our website. For terms and conditions please contact the Secretariat on 

0211 256354.  PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION 

AND TIMING. 

POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member of the Poultry Association of 
Zambia? If not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the 
roundabout. Registration is free and make sure you obtain a membership card, and 
ensure that you come with a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be registered. So, the  
only requirement is a receipt showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ affiliated 
Hatchery. 
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