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DRIFFIELD, England, Oct 18 (Reuters) - When Nigel Upson checks the 
plucked chicken carcasses dangling from a rotating line at his 
poultry plant in England, he sees cash haemorrhaging out of his 
business from a collision of events that has distressed every part of 
the farm-to-fork supply chain. Like food manufacturers across 
Britain, Upson was hit this year by an exodus of eastern European 
workers who, deterred by Brexit paperwork, left en masse when 
COVID restrictions lifted, compounding his already soaring cost of 
feed and fuel. Such is the scale of the hit, he cut output by 10% and 
hiked wages by 11%, a rise that was immediately matched or 
bettered by neighbouring employers in the northeast of England. 

Increases in the cost of food will surely follow. "We're being hit from 
all sides," Upson told Reuters in front of four vast, spotless sheds 
that house 33,000 chickens apiece. "It is, to use the phrase, a 
perfect storm. Something will have to give."The deepening problems 
at Upson's Soanes Poultry plant in east Yorkshire are a microcosm 
of the pressures building on businesses across the world's fifth 
largest economy as they emerge from COVID to confront the post-
Brexit trade barriers erected with Europe. 

In the broader food sector, operators have increased wages by as 
much as 30% in some cases just to retain staff, likely forcing an end 
to an economic model that led supermarkets such as 
Tesco (TSCO.L) to offer some of the lowest prices in Europe. 
Following the departure of European workers who often did the jobs 
that British workers didn't want, retailers may have to import more. 

While all major economies have been hit by supply chain problems 
and a labour shortage after the pandemic, Britain's tough new 
immigration rules have made it harder to recover, businesses say. 
Already a driver shortage has led to a lack of fuel at gas stations 
and gaps on supermarket shelves, while chicken restaurant chain 
Nandos ran out of chicken. The Bank of England is weighing up how 
much of a recent jump in inflation will prove long-lasting, requiring 
it to push up interest rates from their all-time low.  

For the rural businesses situated near the flat, open fields of 
Yorkshire, Upson says the situation is dire. Although he says he 
needs 138 workers for his plant, he recently had to operate with 
under 100. Staff turnover is high. For the full article please follow 
the link below: For Britain's chicken farmers, Brexit and COVID brew a perfect storm | 

Reuters 
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https://www.reuters.com/companies/TSCO.L
https://www.reuters.com/world/the-great-reboot/britains-chicken-farmers-brexit-covid-brew-perfect-storm-2021-10-18/
https://www.reuters.com/world/the-great-reboot/britains-chicken-farmers-brexit-covid-brew-perfect-storm-2021-10-18/
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THE Kwacha during the course of the week made marginal gain 
against the US “At 08:30 hours, commercial banks quoted the 
Kwacha at K17.15 and K17.20 per dollar, but sustained dollar selling 
in the afternoon session by BoZ saw the local unit close strong at 
K17.00 and K17.05 on the bid and offer respectively, as most of the 

demand was filled,” meanwhile the Commerce, Trade and 
Industry Minister Chipoka Mulenga says the appreciation of 
the Kwacha against major convertible currencies might not 
lead to an immediate decline in the prices of goods. Speaking 
in Parliament, Tuesday, Mulenga said it may take a little 
while for prices to decline on the domestic market even when 
the Kwacha had appreciated. He said the country was 
expected to see price stability domestically as import 
commodity. Source: Diggers Newspaper 
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DOC BROILER PRICE STABLE  

The prices of broiler day-old chicks remained stable during course 

of the week. The DoC broiler prices are trading at an average price 

of ZMK15.5per day old same as the price registered last week. The 

lowest chick on the market is still trading at ZMK15 and the highest 

is still ZMK16.5 per day old chicks, depending on location and 

supplier. There were no movements on the prices of pullets on the 

market which are averaging ZMK18.75per day old pullet, with the 

highest being ZMK19.00 and the lowest is still selling at ZMK18.5per 

day old chick. The price for SASSOL is trading at ZMK 10 to ZMK 15 

per DOC. Kuroilers are now trading between ZMK10 to ZMK15 per day 

old chick depending on the supplier. The price for the improved 

free-range such as Black Austropop’s, Bushvelds, Rowan Ranger 

ranging between ZMK 15 to ZMK25 depending on the age. The graph 

captures the national average price trend for the day-old broiler 

chicks. For the pullets, most of the bookings are open for between 

October and October 2021 depending on the volumes and source. 

Check Figure 2 for the price trend, curtesy of PAZ 

 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken remained stable during the third 

week of October 2021. The average price for the whole frozen chicken 

in Lusaka traded at about ZMK 55.21 per kg same price as obtained 

last week. The lowest price in some chainstores is still trading at 

ZMK52.99 per kg due to promotions being undertaken while the 

highest is trading at ZMK58.71 per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging 

between 1.1kg to 1.8kg in different stores. Please note that the prices 

are obtained from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa Supermarket, 

Chopies and Cheers Stores. Different outlets have different pricing 

models hence the figures displayed is an average price for all the 

sampled chainstores. It should also be noted that these are Lusaka 

prices only. For the price trend, check figure3 curtesy of PAZ 

 
 

The national average prices for the live broiler chickens 
remained stable in the open markets during the third week of 
October 2021. There were equally no movements on prices for 
the x-layers as well as the free-range chickens. The national 
live broiler bird prices averaged ZMK79.23 with the lowest price 
being Lusaka posting ZMK 70.12 per Live Chicken and the 
highest being ZMK90.13. The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 
69.37 per bird, while free range price is averaging ZMK 123.21. 
Check figure 4 on the next page, curtesy of PAZ 
 
 
 

The prices for the Point of Lay remained stable the third week of October 2021. The average price is 
now averaging ZMK125, with the lowest being ZMK120 per bird bulk consignments and the highest 
being ZMK140 per bird for small volumes depending on the supplier and location. The bookings for 
Octobers, October, November and December are available. Supply booking for pullets are still 
available in the market but for February and March delivery 
 
For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices range between ZMK6800 to 
ZMK25,000 depending on the capacity and also the sources of the cages.  The third-hand refurbished 
cage price range between ZMK4800 to ZMK 5200 depending on the quality, capacity, age and source. 
Quails cages, Rabbit Cages as well as third hand layers cages are all available on the market with 
differing prices depending on the source and location.  

 

 

 

 
 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY PRICES REMAINS STABLE 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAIN STABLE 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS 

STABLE 
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The egg prices in the domestic market remained stable during the 

course of the week. The retail prices in open markets is still ranging 
between ZMK50.23 to ZMK65. Most farm gate prices average ZMK 
41.25per tray to ZMK 45. Further, retail prices in some Chain stores did 
not register any movement with the prices averaged between 
ZMK69.99 to ZMK73.99 per tray of 30 eggs depending on the supplier, 
packaging and the chainstores. Most of the traders in the open market 
are now selling an egg between ZMK 2 to ZMK 2.5 in some markets. On 
the other hand, supply of egg trays seem to be on the increase but 
price still remains very high averaging zmk 180 to zmk200 per bundle 
of 100 trays. For the price trend refer to figure 5, curtesy of PAZ. 

 

FEED PRICES REMAINS STABLE 

The national average prices for the poultry feed  remained stable 

during the third week of October. Broiler starter is still  trading at ZMK 
498.19 per 50kg bag same price as was obtaining last week. Broiler 
Grower averages ZMK50while Broiler finisher also averages 
ZMK470.16 per 50kg bag. In the same vain there were no movements 
registered on the Layer feed. The prices ranges from ZMK385 for 
pullet starter, ZMk324 for pullet grower, ZMk 287 for pullet developer 
and ZMK311.37 for layers mash. For those compunding their ownfeed, 
ingredients prices have have also been stable during the week as 
portrayed in the graphs from 6 to 9 below, curtesy of PAZ 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS 
This Poultry News has been sponsored by ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING, 

HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA LIMITED, ROSS BREEDERS LIMITED, BIMEDA EVONIK , ALTUS 

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND SUPRAFEED 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free 

space to advertise on this poultry news every week for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space 

is also available on our website. For terms and conditions please contact the Secretariat on 

0211 256354.  PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION 

AND TIMING. 

 
POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 

Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If 
not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. 
Registration is free and make sure you obtain a membership card, and ensure that you come with  
a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be registered. So, the only requirement is a receipt 
showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ affiliated Hatchery. 
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