
 

 
Note: All prices in this update are retail prices- for all your poultry information please visit the websit:www.paoz.org 

Disclaimer: No one is allowed to copy or reproduce this information in any form without express permission from PAZ 

 

 

ISSUE 19 

6th AUGUST 2021 

 

•  
1. ECONOMICS OF POULTRY FARMING TAKES A TOSS 
2. LOCAL CURRENCY- KWACHA MAINTAINS STABILITY 
3. DAY OLD CHICK PRICE ADJUSTS STABLE 
4. FROZEN CHICKEN PRICES STABLE 
5. EGG PRICES REMAINS STABLE 
6. POINT OF LAY PRICES REMAINS STABLE 
7. FEED PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED 

 

 

 

 
 

Since March, prices of feed for egg-laying birds have doubled from about 
Rs 21 to Rs 43 per kg. These have gone up even more, from Rs 29 to Rs 50 
per kg, for feed given to broiler birds raised for chicken meat. For the 
poultry industry, the last one-and-a-half years have been nothing short of 
catastrophic. First, it was Covid, when prices of poultry products collapsed 
on misconceived fears linking their consumption to the virus’ transmission. 
This was in February-March 2020, even before the pandemic’s first wave 
and the nationwide lockdown that followed. 
 
Then came the avian influenza outbreak of January-February 2021, which 
hit sales just when consumption was recovering. And after that crisis 
passed, the second Covid wave struck and forced state-level lockdowns 
during April-June 2021. But now, when recovery seems finally underway, 
the industry is confronting a new crisis — an abnormal spike in feed prices. 
Since March, prices of feed for egg-laying birds have doubled from about 
Rs 21 to Rs 43 per kg. These have gone up even more, from Rs 29 to Rs 50 
per kg, for feed given to broiler birds raised for chicken meat. 
With chicken feed costing almost as much as premium branded atta, the 
economics of poultry growers has taken a toss. “We are cutting down on 
sales and supply of new chicks to our growers. At current input costs, 
raising birds is a totally loss-making proposition,” says Dr Shrilankeshwar 
Waghole, general manager of the Satara-based Bhairavnath Poultry Farms 
Pvt. Ltd, which sells around 6 lakh broiler birds per month. “January-
February was bad. The bird flu scare brought down realisations to Rs 56-57 
per kg, as against production costs of Rs 75-77. In March, realisations 
improved to Rs 90/kg and, with costs at Rs 75, things were looking up. But 
the second wave of Covid spoiled our party and realisations fell to Rs 81/kg 
in April and Rs 70 in May,” he says. 

 
What has flummoxed Waghole, though, is the continuous increase in feed 
prices through the second wave and beyond. As broiler feed prices rose, the 
average broiler production costs went up from Rs 75/kg in March to Rs 83 
in April, Rs 92 in May and Rs 95-96 in June-August. To make up for the 
losses in April-May, Waghole’s farm raised its average sale price to Rs 
88/kg in June and Rs 110 in August.“We have reached a point where 
increasing prices is no longer possible, especially with the Shravan month 
(August 23-August 22) when many people don’t consume chicken and eggs. 
And feed costs aren’t showing any signs of softening,” he says. 

 
Waghole’s company is a poultry integrator that supplies day-old chicks with feed 
and medicines to farmers. They rear the chicks weighing 35-40 gm into 2-2.5 kg 
birds over 40-45 days. The farmers are paid a fixed rearing charge of Rs 5.40/kg by 
the integrators, who take back and sell the market-ready birds. Bhairavnath 
Poultry Farms alone deals with around 500 such farmers, mostly in Maharashtra’s 
Satara and Pune districts. Among them is Ravi Babar from Kikali village in Satara’s 
Wai taluka. The 33–year-old grows sugarcane on his entire six-acre holding and 
maintains a 6,000-bird poultry farm.  

He has been associated with Bhairavnath Poultry Farms for the past 10 years, and does 5-6 cycles of rearing — 
each of 40-45 days plus 20 days of cleaning and rest — every year for revenues of Rs 3.5-4 lakh. “Apart from the 
money (farmers only have to bear labour, electricity and other incidental expenses), the droppings of the birds 
are excellent fertiliser for my cane crop,” he says. But Babar stands to lose on both counts if Waghole reduces or 
even stops placement of day-old chicks with him. The main driver of rising feed costs has been soyabean. The de-
oiled cake (DOC) obtained from it after extraction of oil is the main source of protein in chicken feed. Layer feed 
typically contains 15% DOC, 80% maize (for carbohydrate) and 5% vitamins, minerals, etc. The DOC content is 
more in broiler feed (30%), with maize (65%) and vitamins/minerals (5%) accounting for the balance. Source: 
https://indianexpress.com/ 
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The Kwacha has continued on its stability path against 
the United States dollar trading at the same level of 
K19.20 and K19.25 throughout the session on Friday. 
But Zanaco Plc head of economic research Patrick 
Chileshe expects rising copper prices and the return of 
off-shore investors into the Zambian financial markets 
to continue strengthening the Kwacha. According to the 
Absa Bank Zambia daily markets update, the Kwacha 
was stable against the US dollar on Friday, trading at the 
same level as Thursday’s close due to US dollar inflows 
that were evenly matched with lower demand from 
importers. “At 08:30 hours, commercial banks quoted the 
Kwacha at K19.20 and K19.25 per US dollar where it 
traded throughout the session to close the day firm on 
the bid and offer,respectively. “ source : Zambia daily 
mail 
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DOC BROILER PRICE STABLE  

The prices of broiler day-old chicks remained stable during course 

of the week. The DoC broiler prices are trading at an average price 

of ZMK13.5per day old same as the price registered last week. The 

lowest chick on the market is still trading at ZMK12.8 and the 

highest is still ZMK16.0 per day old chicks, depending on location 

and supplier. There were no movements on the prices of pullets on 

the market which are averaging ZMK18.5per day old pullet, with the 

highest being ZMK19.50 and the lowest is still selling at ZMK17.5per 

day old chick. The price for SASSOL is trading at ZMK 10 to 15 per 

DOC. Kuroilers are now trading between ZMK10 to ZMK15 per day old 

chick depending on the supplier. The price for the improved free-

range such as Black Austropop’s, Bushvelds, Rowan Ranger ranging 

between ZMK 15 to ZMK25 depending on the age. The graph captures 

the national average price trend for the day-old broiler chicks. For 

the pullets, most of the bookings are open for between August and 

August 2021 depending on the volumes and source. Check Figure 2 

for the price trend, curtesy of PAZ 

 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken remained stable during the first 

week of August 2021. The average price for the whole frozen chicken 

in Lusaka traded at about ZMK 55.21 per kg same price as obtained 

last week. The lowest price in some chainstores is still trading at 

ZMK52.99 per kg due to promotions being undertaken while the 

highest is trading at ZMK58.71 per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging 

between 1.1kg to 1.8kg in different stores. Please note that the prices 

are obtained from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa Supermarket, 

Chopies and Cheers Stores. Different outlets have different pricing 

models hence the figures displayed is an average price for all the 

sampled chainstores. It should also be noted that these are Lusaka 

prices only. For the price trend, check figure3 curtesy of PAZ 

 

 
 

The national average prices for the live broiler chickens 
remained stable in the open markets during the first week of 
August 2021. There were equally no movements on prices for 
the x-layers as well as the free-range chickens. The national 
live broiler bird prices averaged ZMK79.23 with the lowest price 
being Lusaka posting ZMK 70.12 per Live Chicken and the 
highest being ZMK90.13. The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 
69.37 per bird, while free range price is averaging ZMK 123.21. 
Check figure 4 on the next page, curtesy of PAZ 
 
 

The prices for the Point of Lay remained stable the first week of August 2021. The average price is now 
averaging ZMK125, with the lowest being ZMK120 per bird bulk consignments and the highest being 
ZMK135 per bird for small volumes depending on the supplier and location. There are fewer birds on 
the market and there are few bookings for Septembers, October and November. Supply booking for 
pullets are still available in the market but for January and February delivery 
 
For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices range between ZMK7200 to 
ZMK25,000 depending on the capacity and also the sources of the cages.  The second-hand 
refurbished cage price range between ZMK4800 to ZMK 5500 depending on the quality, capacity, age 
and source. Quails cages, Rabbit Cages as well as first hand layers cages are all available on the 
market with differing prices depending on the source and location.  
 

 

 

 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY PRICES REMAINS STABLE 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAIN STABLE 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS 

STABLE 
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The egg prices in the domestic market remained stable during the 

first week of August 2021. The retail prices in open markets still 
ranges between ZMK52.23 to ZMK79.99. Most farm gate prices average 
ZMK 52.44 per tray. Further, retail prices in some Chain stores 
registered some upward movement with the prices averaged between 
ZMK69.99 to ZMK79.99 per tray of 30 eggs depending on the supplier, 
packaging and the chainstores. Most of the traders in the open market 
are now selling an egg between ZMK 2 to ZMK 2.5 in some markets. 
The market survey revealed that the industry is still facing 
challenges with the egg trays. For the price trend refer to figure 5, 
curtesy of PAZ. 

 

FEED PRICES REMAINS STABLE 

The national average prices for the poultry feed  remained stable 

during the first week of August. Broiler starter is still  trading at ZMK 
498.19 per 50kg bag same price as was obtaining last week. Broiler 
Grower averages ZMK50while Broiler finisher also averages 
ZMK470.16 per 50kg bag. In the same vain there were no movements 
registered on the Layer feed. The prices ranges from ZMK385 for 
pullet starter, ZMk324 for pullet grower, ZMk 287 for pullet developer 
and ZMK311.37 for layers mash. For those compunding their ownfeed, 
ingredients prices have have also been stable during the week as 
portrayed in the graphs from 6 to 9 below, curtesy of PAZ 

 

 

 

NATIONAL EGG PRICES REMAINS 

STABLE AS CONSUMPTION STABILIZES 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS 
This Poultry News has been sponsored by ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING, HYBRID POULTRY 

FARM ZAMBIA LIMITED, ROSS BREEDERS LIMITED, BIMEDA EVONIK , ALTUS FINANCIAL SERVICES AND 

SUPRAFEED 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space to 

advertise on this poultry news every week for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available on 

our website. For terms and conditions please contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE NOTE ALSO 

THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

 
POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 

Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If 
not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. 
Registration is free and make sure you obtain a membership card, and ensure that you come with  
a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be registered. So, the only requirement is a receipt 
showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ affiliated Hatchery. 
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