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A global shortage due to crop failure in the main producing 
nations of Brazil and Argentina has propelled an increased 
demand for the oilseed, which has resulted in the price run. 
At present, retail chicken and egg prices in most cities are 
around Rs 220 per bird and Rs 5.15 per egg. Cost of production 
for farmers has increased from Rs 75 to Rs 90 per kg. (File 
photo) 
For the first time, India might have to import genetically 
modified (GM) deoiled soyabean oil cake (DOC) due to the 
historically high price of soyabean, which threatens to put 
Indian poultry farmers out of business. With the new crop 
months away, the feed industry is strongly lobbying for 
imports. Since the start of the 2020-21 oil year (October- 
September), soyabean has been trading well above its 
government-declared Minimum Support Price (MSP) of Rs 
3,880 per quintal. A global shortage due to crop failure in the 
main producing nations of Brazil and Argentina has propelled 
an increased demand for the oilseed, which has resulted in 
the price run. Indian farmers had harvested 112.71 lakh tonne 
of the oilseed in the current year of which 97.71 lakh tonne 
was available for crushing. 

 
Poultry and other animal feed formulators mix 30 per cent of 
DOC, the protein rich solid mass left over when oil is expelled 
from the seed, with 60-65 per cent maize (carbohydrate or 
energy component) and five per cent minerals/vitamins to 
form animal feed. For bigger animals like livestock, other 
deoiled cake like cotton or groundnut can be substituted for 
soyabean. But for poultry feed, soyabean is the preferred 
protein source as birds are able to digest it easier. Besides 
the domestic feed industry, Indian DOC is a premier export 
commodity given its non-GM nature. On an average, India 
exports 12-15 lakh tonne DOC, mainly to Europe and USA. 

 
But continuous rise in soyabean prices has led to a rise in DOC 
prices also. In the international market, soyameal prices had 
touched a record high of $810 per tonne in the second week of July. 
Indian meal prices, which were at Rs 43,100 per tonne in November 
2020, have almost doubled to Rs 76,000 per tonne in July. According 
to a press statement issued by the Solvent and Extractors 
Association (SEA), the apex body of edible oil industry, this high 
price of the meal has not only hit exporters but also the domestic  

poultry industry. “…Many small poultry farmers are finding it very difficult to survive in this difficult 
time. High input cost of eggs and chicken has also escalated the chicken prices, which is affecting 
consumers,” the release stated. 
 
At present, retail chicken and egg prices in most cities are around Rs 220 per bird and Rs 5.15 per egg. 
Cost of production for farmers has increased from Rs 75 to Rs 90 per kg. Ex-farm gate, the price at 
which farmers sell their market-ready birds weighing 2-2.5 kg each, is around Rs 123-125 per kg in 
most markets. But the higher costs have led to 30-35 per cent farmers exiting the business With DOC 
prices eating into their profits, the poultry industry has reiterated its earlier claim for allowing duty 
free import of 20 lakh tonne of the meal. B Soundarajan, chairman of poultry giant Suguna Foods, said 
imports was the only way to ease the pain. “Substitution of other protein source increases mortality in 
birds,” he said. Barring India, non-GM DOC is available in Ukraine but in negligible quantity. “The only 
solution is to allow import of GM DOC either from USA or Brazil,” he said. 
 
The landed cost of the meal will be Rs 40,000-45,000 per tonne and will take 45-60 days to arrive in 
large vessels. The only GM crop which is allowed for cultivation in India is cotton. Soundarajan said 
that the cotton seed cake is used as protein component for animal feed in the livestock industry. 
Asked about regulatory concerns, he said that across the world, 90 per cent of poultry is reared on gm 
soyabean cake. “In case of livestock, cotton seed cake is used in formulation of feed milk…So, we do 
not have any concerns about importing GM oilseed cake for a short time for the poultry industry,” he 

added. Source: https://indianexpress.com/ 
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The kwacha has been appreciating for four (4) straight 
days and now trading around K22.21 from K22.86 just 
last week. On Tuesday, the kwacha made a huge gain to 
trade at around K22.54 from K22.86, then K22.49 on 
Wednesday and K22.21 on Thursday. “The appreciation of 
the Zambian kwacha is due to improved dollar supply 
and the positive outlook in terms of forex 
reserves. Mining activities have increased resulting in 
increased forex inflows,” Economics Association of 
Zambia president Dr Lubinda Haabazoka has explained. 
“The country is also exporting agricultural produce after 
another good harvest. Also expected is an injection of 
$1.4bn through SDRS into our reserves as countries 
share $650bn free SDR allocations amid the IMF’s plans 
of enhancing global liquidity.” The $1.4bn forex injection 
through SDRS will push our reserves to over $3.1bn by 
end of August, he said. ”Those hoarding the dollar should 
start selling now. Commodity prices are expected to 
start reducing with increase in kwacha value,” Dr 

Haabazoka said. Source: https://zambiareports.com/ 
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DOC BROILER PRICE STABLE  

The prices of broiler day-old chicks remained stable during course 

of the week. The DoC broiler prices are trading at an average price 

of ZMK13.5per day old same as the price registered last week. The 

lowest chick on the market is still trading at ZMK12.8 and the 

highest is still ZMK16.0 per day old chicks, depending on location 

and supplier. There were no movements on the prices of pullets on 

the market which are averaging ZMK18.5per day old pullet, with the 

highest being ZMK19.50 and the lowest is still selling at ZMK17.5per 

day old chick. The price for SASSOL is trading at ZMK 10 to 15 per 

DOC. Kuroilers are now trading between ZMK10 to ZMK15 per day old 

chick depending on the supplier. The price for the improved free-

range such as Black Austropop’s, Bushvelds, Rowan Ranger ranging 

between ZMK 15 to ZMK25 depending on the age. The graph captures 

the national average price trend for the day-old broiler chicks. For 

the pullets, most of the bookings are open for between July and 

August 2021 depending on the volumes and source. Check Figure 2 

for the price trend, curtesy of PAZ 

 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken remained stable during the third 

week of July 2021. The average price for the whole frozen chicken in 

Lusaka traded at about ZMK 55.21 per kg same price as obtained last 

week. The lowest price in some chainstores is still trading at 

ZMK52.99 per kg due to promotions being undertaken while the 

highest is trading at ZMK58.71 per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging 

between 1.1kg to 1.8kg in different stores. Please note that the prices 

are obtained from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa Supermarket, 

Chopies and Cheers Stores. Different outlets have different pricing 

models hence the figures displayed is an average price for all the 

sampled chainstores. It should also be noted that these are Lusaka 

prices only. For the price trend, check figure3 curtesy of PAZ 

 

 
 

The national average prices for the live broiler chickens 
remained stable in the open markets during the third week of 
July 2021. There were equally no movements on prices for the 
x-layers as well as the free-range chickens. The national live 
broiler bird prices averaged ZMK79.23 with the lowest price 
being Lusaka posting ZMK 70.12 per Live Chicken and the 
highest being ZMK90.13. The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 
69.37 per bird, while free range price is averaging ZMK 123.21. 
Check figure 4 on the next page, curtesy of PAZ 
 
 

The prices for the Point of Lay remained stable the third week of July 2021. The average price is now 
averaging ZMK125, with the lowest being ZMK120 per bird bulk consignments and the highest being 
ZMK130 per bird for small volumes depending on the supplier and location. There are fewer birds on 
the market and there are few bookings for Septembers, October and November. Supply booking for 
pullets are still available in the market but for January and February delivery 
 
For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices range between ZMK7200 to 
ZMK25,000 depending on the capacity and also the sources of the cages.  The second-hand 
refurbished cage price range between ZMK4800 to ZMK 5500 depending on the quality, capacity, age 
and source. Quails cages, Rabbit Cages as well as third hand layers cages are all available on the 
market with differing prices depending on the source and location.  

 

 

 

 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY PRICES REMAINS STABLE 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAIN STABLE 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS 

STABLE 
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The egg prices in the domestic market remained stable during the 

third week of July 2021. The retail prices in open markets still ranges 
between ZMK52.23 to ZMK79.99. Most farm gate prices average ZMK 
52.44 per tray. Further, retail prices in some Chain stores registered 
some upward movement with the prices averaged between ZMK69.99 
to ZMK79.99 per tray of 30 eggs depending on the supplier, packaging 
and the chainstores. Most of the traders in the open market are now 
selling an egg between ZMK 2 to ZMK 2.5 in some markets. The market 
survey revealed that the industry is still facing challenges with the 
egg trays. For the price trend refer to figure 5, curtesy of PAZ. 

 

FEED PRICES ADJUSTS UPWARDS 

The national average prices for the poultry feed  remained stable 

during the third week of July. Broiler starter is still  trading at ZMK 
498.19 per 50kg bag same price as was obtaining last week. Broiler 
Grower averages ZMK50while Broiler finisher also averages 
ZMK470.16 per 50kg bag. In the same vain there were no movements 
registered on the Layer feed. The prices ranges from ZMK385 for 
pullet starter, ZMk324 for pullet grower, ZMk 287 for pullet developer 
and ZMK311.37 for layers mash. For those compunding their ownfeed, 
ingredients prices have have also been stable during the week as 
portrayed in the graphs from 6 to 9 below, curtesy of PAZ 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL EGG PRICES REMAINS 

STABLE AS CONSUMPTION STABILIZES 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS 
This Poultry News has been sponsored by ZAMHATCH, TIGER 

CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING, HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA LIMITED, 

ROSS BREEDERS LIMITED, BIMEDA EVONIK , ALTUS FINANCIAL 

SERVICES AND SUPRAFEED 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The 

sponsor will have a free space to advertise on this poultry news 

every week for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space is also 

available on our website. For terms and conditions please contact 

the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN 

RUN ANY ADVERT BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

 

POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If 
not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. 
Registration is free and make sure you obtain a membership card, and ensure that you come with  
a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be registered. So, the only requirement is a receipt 
showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ affiliated Hatchery. 
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