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CHINA’S AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS 

BIG BUT VOLATILE 
Despite a global pandemic and a slow start, 2020 was a 
really good year for U.S. agricultural exports — with a 
significant increase in exports to China in the fourth 
quarter. The last three months of 2020 were three of 
the four best months in the history of U.S agricultural 
exports to China, said Gregg Doud, the immediate past 
chief agricultural negotiator with the Office of the U.S. 
Trade Representative. 
 
More than half of U.S. agricultural exports to China in 
2020 took place in October, November and December, 
he said during the Farm Foundation’s forum on 
agricultural trade. “That’s going to be a really important 
thing going forward here I think, and we did that in the 
midst of a pandemic,” he said. Everyone understands 
the importance of the Phase One agreement with 
China. It increased the number of U.S. companies 
eligible to export from 1,500 to well over 4,000, he 
said. 
 
“This is a very big thing to keep in mind as we go 
forward,” he said. So many more products have access 
now, and that’s a major change, he said. To be 
successful going forward, the U.S. has to be price 
competitive — not just in China but around the world, 
he said. “So much of our challenge in the last few years 
has been a strong dollar and particularly as we deal 
with competition from Brazil,” he said. Infrastructure is 
another challenge. Since September, the U.S. 
infrastructure for bulk agricultural products and what it 
can sell has been maxed out, he said. “Our window is 
not going to expand … so we have to be able to 
maximize what we can do in that window,” he said. 
Another thing to keep in mind is volatility, he said. “The 
volatility that we are going to see going forward as a 
result of China and everything else going on I think is 
something that we all have to wrap our head around,” 
he said. China has the potential to import 30 million 
tons of corn from the world, but pork prices in China 
are falling and corn in China is $11 a bushel, he said. 
 

 “I can’t tell you whether China is going to import 5 million tons of corn or 30 
million tons of corn. We all have to keep this in mind, this is not going to be 
smooth,” he said. Soybean demand in China is going to be important. It dropped 
from 94 million tons to 82.5 million tons, and two years later it increased to 100 
million tons. There will be continued volatility going forward, he said. 
 
Meat and poultry imports by China are another area to watch. Those imports went 
from $11 billion two years ago to $28 billion in 2020. China’s total agricultural 
imports from around the world went from $136 billion two years ago to an 
estimated $170 billion in 2020. “That trend is obviously something we need to keep 
in mind,” he said. He thinks that increase is more in consumer-finished product, a 
meat discussion more than a bulk soybean and grain conversation, he said. Source: 
https://www.capitalpress.com/nation_world/agriculture/china-s-agricultural-imports-big-but-
volatile/article_889 
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Thursday’s trading session saw the Kwacha 

trade on the tail end to the dollar, as corporate 

demand continue to outstrip supply. The 

USD/ZMW pair was quoted at K21.8800/$ 

shortly after opening and slipped to a 2 ngwee 

dive by midday, levels it stayed on until day end. 

The Zambian kwacha now looks poised to trade 

at the new historical lows of K22.000/$ 

psychological barrier, with very little chance of 

reversing the sustained losses in the short term. 

Market liquidity slightly fell to ZMW4,391.24 

million from ZMW4,484.64 million recorded 

earlier while interbank volumes grew to 

ZMW380.00 million from ZMW330.50 million 

traded previously. The overnight interbank rate 

fell by a single basis point to 8.57%. Source: 

Zanaco weekly Newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL NEWS 
 

LOCAL CURRENCY MARKET- KWACHA CONTINUES TO WEAKEN 
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DOC BROILER PRICE RISE  

The prices of broiler day-old chicks posted some upward 

adjustment during course of the week. The DoC broiler prices 

are trading at an average price of ZMK11.5.4per day old from 

ZMK 10.8 per day old which was registered last week. The lowest 

chick on the market is still trading at ZMK11 and the highest is 

still ZMK12 per day old chicks, depending on location and 

supplier. There were no movements on the prices of pullets on 

the market which are still averaging ZMK14.50 per day old 

pullet, with the highest being ZMK15.50 and the lowest is still 

selling at ZMK13.5per day old chick. The price for SASSOL being 

supplied by Heartland Best from Livingstone is still trading at 

ZMK 10 per DOC. Kuroilers are now trading between ZMK10 to 

ZMK15 per day old chick depending on the supplier. The price for 

the improved free-range such as Black Austropop’s, Bushvelds, 

Rowan Ranger ranging between ZMK 15 to ZMK25 depending on 

the size. The graph captures the national average price trend for 

the day-old broiler chicks. For the pullets, most of the bookings 

are open for between June and August 2021 depending on the 

volumes and source. Check Figure 2 for the price trend, curtesy 

of PAZ 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken posted some movements during 

the first week of March 2021. The average price for the whole 

frozen chicken in Lusaka traded at about ZMK 35.06 per kg 

compared with ZMK 33.04 obtained last week. The lowest price in 

some chainstores is still trading at ZMK30.99 per kg due to 

promotions being undertaken while the highest is trading at 

ZMK36.71 per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging between 1.2kg to 

1.8kg in different stores. Please note that the prices are obtained 

from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa Supermarket, Chopies 

and Cheers Stores. Different outlets have different pricing models 

hence the figures displayed is an average price for all the sampled 

chainstores. It should also be noted that these are Lusaka prices 

only. For the price trend, check figure3 curtesy of PAZ 

 

 
 

The national average prices for the live broiler 
chickens remained stable in the open markets during 
the first week of March 2021. There were equally no 
movements on prices for the x-layers as well as the 
free-range chickens. The national live broiler bird 
prices averaged ZMK62.65 with the lowest price being 
Lusaka posting ZMK 60.31 per Live Chicken and the 
highest being ZMK70.56 The x-layers have also 
averaged ZMK 47.35 per bird, while free range price is 
averaging ZMK 83.40. Check figure 4 on the next page, 
curtesy of PAZ 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY PRICES REMAINS STABLE 

The prices for the Point of Lay posted some upward during the first week of March 
2021. The average price is now averaging ZMK117.5, with the lowest being ZMK115 per 
bird bulk consignments and the highest being ZMK120 per bird for small volumes 
depending on the supplier and location. There are fewer birds on the market and 
there are few bookings for June to July. Supply booking are still available in the 
market 
 
For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices range 
between ZMK6000 to ZMK8,000 depending on the capacity and also the sources of 
the cages.  The second-hand refurbished cage price range between ZMK3.500 to 
ZMK 4100 depending on the quality, capacity, age and source. Quails cages, Rabbit 
Cages as well as second hand layers cages are all available on the market with 
differing prices depending on the source and location.  

 

 

 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAIN STABLE 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES POST SOME 

MINOR MOVEMENTS 



 

 
Note: All prices in this update are retail prices- for all your poultry information please visit the websit:www.paoz.org 

Disclaimer: No one is allowed to copy or reproduce this information in any form without express permission from PAZ 

 

 

ISSUE 8 

5TH MARCH 2021 

 

 
 

 

The egg prices in the domestic market remained stable 

during the first week of March 2021. The retail prices in 
open markets still ranges between ZMK42.17 to ZMK68.23. 
Most farm gate prices average ZMK 41.34 per tray. 
Further, retail prices in some Chain stores registered 
some upward movement with the prices averaged 
between ZMK55 to ZMK68.23 per tray of 30 eggs 
depending on the supplier, packaging and the chainstores. 
Most of the traders in the open market are now selling an 
egg between ZMK 2 to ZMK 2.5 in some markets. For the 
price trend refer to figure 5, curtesy of PAZ. 

 

FEED PRICES REGISTERED REMAIN STABLE 

The national average prices for the poultry feed  

remained stable during the first week of March. Broiler 
starter is still trading at ZMK 378.4 per 50kg bag same 
price as was obtaining last week. Broiler Grower 
averages ZMK360.31 while Broiler finisher also averages 
ZMK349.17 per 50kg bag. In the same vain there were no 
movements registered on the Layer feed. The prices 
ranges from ZMK319 for pullet starter, ZMk284 for pullet 
grower, ZMk 280.3 for pullet developer and ZMK283.58 for 
layers mash. For those compunding their ownfeed, 
ingredients prices have adjusted upwards  due to the 
devaluation of the local currency as portrayed in the 
graphs from 6 to 9 below, curtesy of PAZ 

 

  

NATIONAL EGG PRICES POST SOME 

UPWARD ASJUSTMENT 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS 
This Poultry News has been sponsored by ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, 

NATIONAL MILLING, HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA LIMITED, ROSS 

BREEDERS LIMITED, BIMEDA EVONIK and ALTUS FINANCIAL 

SERVICES 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The 

sponsor will have a free space to advertise on this poultry news every week 

for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available on our website. 

For terms and conditions please contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  

PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT BASED ON 

YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member of the Poultry 
Association of Zambia? If not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the 
showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. Registration is free 
and make sure you obtain a membership card, and ensure that you come 
with a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be registered. So, the only 

requirement is a receipt showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ 
affiliated Hatchery. 
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