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CUTTING IMPORTS WILL HELP 

POULTRY SECTOR GROW AND 

CREATE JOBS 

As we launch into 2021 amid uncertainty over the Covid-19 

pandemic, the SA poultry sector remains a strategic national 

industry. Chicken has long been the major source of protein 

for South Africans, cementing this industry’s role in assuring 

our country’s food security. A modern, efficient and 

internationally competitive industry, and the largest 

component of our agriculture sector, it plays a significant role 

in the economy, contributing to food security and 

employment. The poultry industry contributes about 18% of 

agricultural GDP and 39% of animal-product gross value 

(2016 figures). The “farm-gate” value of chicken meat and egg 

production was about R47bn in 2016, with the retail value 

representing a further R10bn-R15bn. This is an industry with 

earnings of more than R50bn and a major employer with about 

110,000 direct and indirect workers. As a large consumer of 

maize and soya in feed supplies, it also supports a further 

20,000 jobs in the grain industry. 

Despite these economic inputs SA’s poultry producers receive 

no government subsidies, unlike their counterparts in other 

production areas, particularly the EU. Nonetheless, the 

industry is globally competitive, having outperformed the EU 

for the past 13 years on a cost per kilogram basis, and it needs 

no tariff protection when the playing field is level. The SA 

market is an attractive prospect for foreign trade partners, 

sometimes to the detriment of domestic producers. The 

chicken industry has been under assault from foreign 

producers, including the EU, for at least two decades, and it 

has been in crisis for nearly 10 years because of steadily rising 

imports. Unfair and predatory trade practices, including 

dumping, have stolen 30% of market share, bigger than that of 

the largest domestic producer. It has to be noted that, in 

contrast, the EU’s own import figures hover around 7%. 

Chicken imports reached a record high in 2018, when 566,000 

tonnes were imported at a cost of R6.1bn. Imports in 2019 

were 5.5% higher than the five-year average from 2013-2017. 

It was only in 2020 that import volumes decreased, due to a 

combination of global reductions in demand because of Covid-

19, the implementation of new tariffs against Brazil and the 

US, and rand-dollar exchange-rate fluctuations. Tariffs have 

been only partially effective, and it is expected that the assault 

will resume when world trade picks up as the pandemic 

retreats. Research group BFAP has estimated that by 2028 

imports will account for 33% of SA chicken consumption.  

Calculations show dumping in excess of 300% from Germany, which means German chicken 

is sold in SA at a fourth of the price it would fetch in Germany itself; even lower than the cost 

to produce that chicken. Germany is not alone; two of its fellow EU countries are also subject 

to antidumping duties, in place since 2015. These are reviewed every five years, and at the 

time of the anniversary it was clear that a renewed application was necessary as the onslaught 

has only ramped up. In addition, five more countries, including four in the EU, have been 

implicated and are potentially liable for antidumping duties. One cannot ignore the irony of 

the developed countries supplying development aid to countries with one hand, and with the 

other hand decimating local industries with dumping. Ghana is one African example where 

dumping has destroyed the domestic chicken industry. Whereas Ghanaian producers used to 

supply 100% of local consumption 20 years ago, they now have barely 5% market share. The 

effects of unfair trade have to be further considered in the context of unemployment rates and 

poverty measurements. SA’s official unemployment rate stands at 30.8%, with 43% of people 

jobless according to the expanded definition of unemployment, which includes discouraged 

work seekers. This puts SA at the bottom of the list of the world’s major economies. 
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Thursday’s trading saw the Zambian Kwacha continue 

squabbling for support in a market dominated by increased 

demand amid subdued supply for the hard currency. The local 

unit opened trading 21.3722/21.4222 per dollar on the bid 

and the offer and closed the day 0.035% weaker at 

21.3797/21.4297per dollar. As the week winds down, the 

local unit is expected to remain on its bearish trend as the 

market continues to be characterized by demand 

outweighing supply. Market liquidity increased to 

ZMW1,901.76 million from ZMW1,320.36 million recorded 

earlier while interbank volumes increased to ZMW696.00 

million from ZMW498.00 million traded previously. In the 

Treasury bill auction held on 28th January 2021, out of 

K1.3bn offered at cost K744.88mn was allocated. The 

overnight interbank rate rose by 9 basis points to 8.42%.  

source: Zanaco weekly 

Newsletter.

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL NEWS 
 

LOCAL CURRENCY MARKET- KWACHA STILL UNSTABLE 
 



 

 
Note: All prices in this update are retail prices- for all your poultry information please visit the websit:www.paoz.org 

Disclaimer: No one is allowed to copy or reproduce this information in any form without express permission from PAZ 

 

 

ISSUE 3 

29TH JANUARY 2021 

DOC BROILER PRICE REMAINS 

UNCHANGED 

 

The prices of broiler day-old chicks remained unchanged during 

the course of the week. The DoC broiler prices are still trading at 

an average price of ZMK9.2per day old chick same obtained last 

week. The lowest chick on the market is now trading at ZMK9 

and the highest is still ZMK10.5 per day old chicks, depending on 

location and supplier. There were equally no movements on the 

prices of pullets on the market which are still averaging 

ZMK14.50 per day old pullet, with the highest being ZMK15.50 and 

the lowest is still selling at ZMK13.5per day old chick. The price 

for SASSOL being supplied by Heartland Best from Livingstone is 

still trading at ZMK 9 per DOC. Kuroilers are now trading 

between ZMK10 to ZMK15 per day old chick depending on the 

supplier. The price for the improved free-range such as Black 

Austropop’s, Bushvelds, Rowan Ranger ranging between ZMK 15 

to ZMK25 depending on the size. The graph captures the national 

average price trend for the day-old broiler chicks. For the 

pullets, most of the bookings are open for between April and 

May 2021 depending on the volumes and source. Check Figure 2 

for the price trend, curtesy of PAZ 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken posted no movements during 

the fourth week of January 2021. The average price for the whole 

frozen chicken in Lusaka traded at about ZMK 32.06 per kg 

compared with ZMK 32.04 obtained last week. The lowest price in 

some chainstores is still trading at ZMK30.99 per kg due to 

promotions being undertaken while the highest is trading at 

ZMK36.71 per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging between 1.2kg to 

1.8kg in different stores. Please note that the prices are obtained 

from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa Supermarket, Chopies 

and Cheers Stores. Different outlets have different pricing models 

hence the figures displayed is an average price for all the sampled 

chainstores. It should also be noted that these are Lusaka prices 

only. For the price trend, check figure3 curtesy of PAZ 

 

 
 

The national average prices for the live broiler chickens 

registered some minor movements in the open markets 
during the fourth week of January 2021. There were equally 
some movements on prices for the x-layers as well as the 
free-range chickens. The national live broiler bird prices 
averaged ZMK62.65 with the lowest price being Lusaka 
posting ZMK 60.31 per Live Chicken and the highest being 
ZMK70.56 The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 44.12 per 
bird, while free range price is averaging ZMK 80.65. Check 
figure 4 on the next page, curtesy of PAZ 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY STAYS STABLE 

The prices for the Point of Lay remained unchanged during the fourth week of 
January 2021. The average price is still ranging between ZMK117.5, with the lowest 
being ZMK115 per bird for bulk consignments and the highest being ZMK120 per bird 
for small volumes depending on the supplier and location. There are fewer birds on 
the market and there are few bookings for February and March for some suppliers. 
For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices range 
between ZMK5,800 to ZMK8,000 depending on the capacity and also the sources of 
the cages.  The fourth-hand refurbished cage price range between ZMK3.500 to ZMK 
4100 depending on the quality, capacity, age and source. Quails cages, Rabbit Cages 
as well as fourth hand layers cages are all available on the market with differing 
prices depending on the source and location.  

 

 

 
 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAIN STABLE 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS 

STABLE  
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The egg prices in the domestic market remained stable 

during the fourth week of January 2021. The retail prices 
in open markets still ranges between ZMK38.17 to 
ZMK55.99. Most farm gate prices average ZMK 38.34 per 
tray. Further, retail prices in some Chain stores 
registered some upward movement with the prices 
averaged between ZMK44 to ZMK55.99 per tray of 30 
eggs depending on the supplier, packaging and the 
chainstores. For the price trend refer to figure 5, curtesy 
of PAZ. 

 

FEED PRICES REGISTERED REMAIN STABLE 

The national average prices for the poultry feed  

remained stable during the fourth week of January. 
Broiler starter is still trading at ZMK 378.4 per 50kg bag 
same price as was obtaining last week. Broiler Grower 
averages ZMK360.31 while Broiler finisher also averages 
ZMK349.17 per 50kg bag. In the same vain there were no 
movements registered on the Layer feed. The prices 
ranges from ZMK319 for pullet starter, ZMk284 for pullet 
grower, ZMk 280.3 for pullet developer and ZMK283.58 for 
layers mash. For those compunding their ownfeed, 
ingredients prices have adjusted upwards  due to the 
devaluation of the local currency as portrayed in the 
graphs from 6 to 9 below, curtesy of PAZ 

 

 
 

NATIONAL EGG PRICES REMAIN 

STABLE 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS 
This poultry news has been sponsored by ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, 

NATIONAL MILLING, HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA LIMITED, ROSS 

BREEDERS LIMITED, BIMEDA and EVONIK 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The 

sponsor will have a free space to advertise on this poultry news every week 

for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available on our website. 

For terms and conditions please contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  

PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT BASED ON 

YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member of the Poultry 
Association of Zambia? If not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the 
showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. Registration is free 
and make sure you obtain a membership card, and ensure that you come 
with a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be registered. So, the only 
requirement is a receipt showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ 
affiliated Hatchery. 
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