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IS IMPORTATION THE KEY TO FOOD 

SECURITY? 

It is a sad commentary of our time that importation has apparently 
become the key to our food security. Walk into any grocery or public 
market or even a neighborhood talipapa and you will be amazed at the 
array of imported items lined up for the picking from our basic staple, 
rice, chicken, pork, fish, fruits, vegetables and even condiments. There 
is nothing wrong with having these imported goods, of course. 
 
We cannot simply cut ourselves off from the world and pretend we do 
not need to be part of the global trading flows. That would be 
disastrous. There are also goods such as apples and grapes which we 
cannot grow sufficiently and economically in the country. Still, one has 
to ask why we are having such a flood of imports of the most basic 
items as rice, pork, poultry, fish and vegetables which can be 
sufficiently produced in the country if properly supported and advanced 
by the government. Why should we let basic needs be at the mercy of 
outsiders while we leave our very own farmers and producers 
increasingly marginalized and poorer as they struggle to till what 
remains of our available agricultural lands? If our current production is 
insufficient for our needs, then we should import in a planned, 
calculated manner not leaving our fate to the tender mercies of the 
free market. Truth be told, the free market in the Philippine setting is so 
free-wheeling it leaves our dreams of food security in tatters. 
 
The continuing lament of our farmers and producers is very telling. Rice 
farmers, for example, have called on the government to use the funds 
raised from the rice tariffication law as price support and limit the flood 
of imported rice in the meantime that they are recovering from the 
latest natural disasters. On the other hand, poultry raisers have 
exposed the fact that despite the scaling back of economic activities as 
a result of the pandemic the importation of chicken and chicken parts 
has exploded to at least double that of last year’s importation. In the 
case of our hog raisers, we all know that up to now our agriculture 
officials have yet to stem the ASF plague which has visited and specially 
devastated our small raisers. Most of them have to still beg for the 
scaled-down payment of their flock which the government pledged a 
year ago. These imbalances, these inequitable arrangements, these 
lackluster government support need to be reversed sooner rather than 
later if we are to even think of giving these basic producers a fighting 
chance. 
We need not emphasize that with a young and growing population 
which must be nursed to optimize the country’s proper development, 
we have to get us out of this conundrum before it is too late. Before 
hunger stalks the land and before we get so tied up into what many 
now describe as a “basic needs importation trap” which can only 
consign the vast majority of our people farther into misery and our 
country into the dustbin of underdevelopment. We should not let that 
happen at all. What seems to be the compelling reasons behind the 
lackluster performance of our agriculture, forestry and natural  

resources sector – the very sectors which nurture any country’s growth and development? Various 
studies by local and international bodies have identified the underlying reasons why this very critical 
sector, this key plank to our development is stunted, maybe even degraded beyond repair. 
 
These studies validated by no less than the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), an agency under 
the United Nations, show that growth in the sector is: a) beleaguered by high cost of inputs, inefficient 
supply chains and logistics systems, inadequate capital investments in infrastructure, irrigation and 
other public goods, low adoption of technologies, including mechanization and limited access by small 
producers to formal credit and financing; b) slow development of agribusiness (processing and 
upscaling of raw materials into various finished products); c) heavy reliance on traditional production 
systems in the cultivation of rice, corn, coconut, and sugarcane; d) vulnerability to extreme impacts of 
climate change and other environmental hazards; e) relatively weak linkage between RD &E 
compounded by emasculated agriculture extension delivery system of most LGUs; and f) Institutional 
weaknesses in the form of overlapping and conflicting policies, laws and legislations; 
 
These vulnerabilities impact so heavily on the small farmers and producers whose capacity to upscale 
and access the most productive and modern agricultural means and methods is hampered by 
lacklustre government support. If, as the FAO emphasized, small farmers feed the world, provide 
adequate, safe and affordable food, while taking care of the environment and rural landscape through 
agro ecological and sustainable farming methods, they can only do so with clear and responsive 
government measures and intervention. Sadly, the same has not been properly accorded to our own 
small farmers. Instead they have been at the receiving end of the latest government action such as 
the hasty passage of the rice tariffication law and the unabated issuance of import permits for just 
about any food and agricultural item in the customs’ Blue Book. This sad state of affairs has been 
undermined farther by continued smuggling of such basic goods which has been largely unreported of 
late. 
 
At this point it maybe too much of a stretch to even hope that the administration will be able to 
carry out the measures in such a comprehensive manner as outlined by these various studies. 
But there is one thing which Congress and the Executive can do to at least provide some relief to 
our farmers and producers. They can adopt a system where government can intervene upon 
determination that the level of importation of any of the basic goods is such that it is negatively 
impacting on local producers. This system is akin to the old Oil Price Stabilization Fund (OPSF) 
scheme prior to teh full deregulation of this basic, highly politicized item which partook of a 
trigger mechanism where oil prices skyrocket beyond reach. Congress can give this kind of 
weapon to the executive to ensure that rice farmers get a fair price for their labor when a flood 
of imports by whatever means threaten their crops. That is not too much to ask of government if 
you ask me. A similar trigger scheme can then be put in place for the other basic goods as a 
reserve weapon to protect what is left of this critical sector. Once in place, then government can 
proceed to revive and enhance the support systems for these critical sectors as outlined in the 
many studies about what ails and what needs to be done to get these up to speed. Source: 
https://manilastandard.net/mobile/article/337475 
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 In a somewhat quiet session as demand flows 

could not be met, the local unit continued to 

struggle for support amid erratic dollar supply 

to trade flat at K20.2400/20.2900 per dollar on 

the bid and offer respectively. The Kwacha is 

anticipated to remain broadly weaker in today’s 

session as opposing sentiments continue to 

characterize the market. Market liquidity grew 

to ZMW4,297.00 million from ZMW2,832.24 

million recorded earlier while volumes traded 

on the interbank market grew to ZMW625.00 

million from ZMW613.00 million traded 

previously. The cost of funds on the overnight 

interbank market grew to 7.83%. Zanaco 

weekly Newsletter. 
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DOC BROILER PRICE REMAINS 

UNCHANGED 

The prices of broiler day-old chicks remained unchanged during the 

course of the week. The DoC broiler prices are still trading at an average 

price of ZMK 8.6 per day old chick same obtained last week. The lowest 

chick on the market is now trading at ZMK8.5 and the highest is still 

ZMK9 per day old chicks, depending on location. In the same vain, 

there were equally no movements on the prices of pullets on the market 

which are still averaging ZMK12.750 per day old pullet, with the highest 

being ZMK13.50 and the lowest is still selling at ZMK12.5per day old 

chick. The price for SASSOL being supplied by Heartland Best from 

Livingstone is still trading at ZMK 7.5 per DOC. Kuroilers are now 

trading at ZMK10 to ZMK14 per day old chick depending on the 

supplier. The price for the improved free-range such as Black 

Austropop’s, Bushvelds, Rowan Ranger ranging between ZMK 15 to 

ZMK25 depending on the size. The graph captures the national average 

price trend for the day-old broiler chicks. For the pullets, most of the 

bookings are open for December 2020 depending on the volumes and 

source. Check Figure 2 for the price trend, curtesy of PAZ 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken posted some minor 

movements during the third week of October 2020. The average 

price for the whole frozen chicken in Lusaka traded at about 

ZMK 31.54 per kg compared with ZMK 31.02 obtained last week. 

The lowest price in some chainstores is now trading at ZMK30.99 

per kg due to promotions being undertaken while the highest is 

trading at ZMK36.21 per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging 

between 1.3kg to 1.7kg in different stores. Please note that the 

prices are obtained from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa 

Supermarket, Chopies and Cheers Stores. Different outlets have 

different pricing models hence the figures displayed is an average 

price for all the sampled chainstores. It should also be noted that 

these are Lusaka prices only. For the price trend, check figure3 

curtesy of PAZ 

 

 
 

The national average prices for the live broiler chickens 

registered some minor movements in the open markets 

during the third week of October 2020. There were equally 

some movements on prices for the x-layers as well as the 

free-range chickens. The national live broiler bird prices 

averaged ZMK62.38 with the lowest price being Lusaka 

posting ZMK 60per Live Chicken and the highest being 

ZMK70. The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 43.35 per 

bird, while free range price is averaging ZMK 80.55. Check 

figure 4 on the next page, curtesy of PAZ 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY REMAINS 

UNCHANGED 

The prices for the Point of Lay did not register any movements during the third week of 

October 2020. The average price is still ranging between ZMK112.5, with the lowest being 

ZMK105 per bird for bulk consignments and the highest being ZMK120 per bird for small 

volumes depending on the supplier. There are fewer birds on the market and there are few 

bookings for November, December and January for some suppliers. 

For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices range between 

ZMK5,550 to ZMK8,000 depending on the capacity and also the sources of the cages.  The 

third-hand cages range between ZMK3.000 to ZMK 3750 depending on the quality, 

capacity and age. Quails cages, Rabbit Cages as well as third hand layers cages are all 

available on the market with differing prices depending on the source and location.  

 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REGISTERS MINOR 

MOVEMENTS 
 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES POST SOME 

MOVEMENTS  
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The egg prices in the domestic market registered no 

movements during the third week of October 2020. The retail 

prices in open markets still ranges between ZMK36.53 to 

ZMK49.99. Most farm gate prices average ZMK 35 per tray. 

Further, retail prices in some Chain stores remained 

unchanged, the prices averaged between ZMK43 to ZMK49.99 

per tray of 30 eggs depending on the supplier, packaging and 

the chainstores. For the price trend refer to figure 5, curtesy of 

PAZ 

FEED PRICES REMAINS FLAT 

The national average prices for the poultry feed 

registered no movements during the third week of 

October. Broiler starter is still trading at ZMK 356.4 per 

50kg bag same price registered last week. Broiler 

Grower Averages ZMK349.17 same as obtained last 

week. Broiler finisher also averages ZMK335.3 per 50kg 

bag same price as obtained week. In the same vain there 

were no movements registered on the Layer feed. The 

prices ranges from ZMK305 for pullet starter, ZMk275 

for pullet grower, ZMk 250 for pullet developer and 

ZMK274 for layers mash. For those compunding their 

ownfeed, ingredients prices have adjusted upwards  due 

to the devaluation of the local currency as portrayed in 

the graphs from 6 to 9 below, curtesy of PAZ 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY  

NEWS 
This poultry news has been sponsored by 

ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING, 

HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA LIMITED, AFRICA 

AGRO-VET LIMITED, ROSS BREEDERS LIMITED, 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 

12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space 

to advertise on this poultry news every week for 52 

weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available 

on our website. For terms and conditions please 

contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE 

NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT 

BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

 
POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF 

ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered 
member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If 
not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the 
showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. 
Registration is free and make sure you obtain a 
membership card, and ensure that you come with 
a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be 
registered. So, the only requirement is a receipt 
showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ 
affiliated Hatchery. 

 

 

 


