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HOW LOCAL FARMERS HANDLE 

POULTRY INFECTIONS IN 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Bwami Gausi claims to have lost 1,500 chickens 
within a year due to a strange illness of which 
he had no ideas regarding possible treatment. 
The development meant that he lost about 
$7,500 of potential revenue. Gausi is a 
Malawian farmer based in the central region 
district of Ntcheu.  
At his base operation are about 500 chickens and 
200 ducks, both of African breeds. At this level, 
Gausi attracts a lot of admirers and his place is 
never short of visitors interested in learning from 
him. 
“I have lost about 1,500 birds due to Newcastle 
and other strange illnesses” he says. He explains 
he could only identify Newcastle because it has 
happened often in the area over the last decade. 
“For the other illnesses, I could only see swollen 
and watery eyes mostly” he continued. Asked on 
how he dealt with the “strange” illnesses, the 
farmer said it was all about guessing. “I have 
used nthula (wild berries) and phulusa (wood 
ash) to no avail." 
He says, however, similar concoctions have 
worked before in dealing with Newcastle disease 
previously. He attributes his ordeal to the 
scarcity of veterinary extension services in the 
country. Across the border, in Tete, Mozambique 
Joseph Tishinga manages about 2,000 broilers. He 
has been in business for about three years and 
supplies chickens to hotels and restaurants in the city. 

 Contrary to Gausi, Tishinga plies the business in an urban setting where 
there are a lot of veterinary service professionals. 

 
Tishinga claims that the service is costly to most up and coming farmers. 
“This gives established hatcheries and farms a higher leverage over us. If you 
compromise on the health of your birds, then you have lost it all,” he says. 
He said the development makes local farmers go for cheaper options such as 
herbal concoctions and liquor. 
 
The story is different for Dwyne Knight, an upscale farmer with an 
established hatchery and farm in Lichinga, Mozambique. Dwyne Knight's 
hatchery. “Here where I am I don’t have any diseases issues. I rest my sheds 
for 3 weeks and clean with high pressure washer and disinfectant. I do not 
allow any vehicles in my chicken areas,” he said. He says he tries to keep 
minimal external influences in his farm. 
A veterinary expert, Hastings Chongolo, admits that there a lot of gaps in 
Veterinary extension services. “Less than 20% of farmers have access to 
veterinary services and these are mostly in the urban settings. It means that 
the majority of farmers approach animal diseases on trial and error basis,” 
he said. He added that the challenge becomes worse due to high illiteracy 
and low uptake of digital information as most farmers fail to make use of 
information already available. The poultry industry is among the biggest and 
most promising emerging economic sectors in southern Africa. Source: 
poultrysite 
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Thursday – USD/ZMW Market activity was 

lop-sided to the demand side amid erratic 

dollar inflows pushing the local unit lower. 

At close of business USD/ ZMW was 

quoted at K18.450/18.500 per dollar on 

the bid and offer respectively, which 

represented a 0.27% depreciation in the 

local unit. 

The pair is expected to trade within its 

newly found level as we close the week, 

with a weaker bias as demand for the 

dollar is anticipated to persist in today’s 

session. Market liquidity slightly fell to 

ZMW3,313.27 million from ZMW3,376.70 

million recorded previously while Interbank 

activity fell to ZMW911.00 million from 

ZMW934.50 million traded previously. 

Source: Zanaco weekly Newsletter. 
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DOC BROILER AND PULLET 

PRICE REMAINS FLAT 

The prices of broiler day-old chicks registered some price movement 

during the course of the week. The broiler prices are now trading at an 

average price of ZMK 7.17 per day old chick up from ZMK 7.0 obtained 

last week. The lowest chick on the market is still trading at ZMK67 and 

the highest is still ZMK7.5 per day old chicks, depending on location. 

However, there were no movements on the prices of pullets on the 

market which are still averaging ZMK12.00 per day old pullet, with the 

highest being ZMK13.500 and the lowest is still selling at ZMK10.5 per 

day old chick. The price for SASSOL being supplied by Heartland Best 

from Livingstone is still trading at ZMK 7 per DOC. Kuroilers are 

trading at ZMK9,5 to ZMK14 per day old chick depending on the 

supplier. The price for the improved free-range such as Black 

Austropop’s, Bushvelds, Rowan Ranger ranging between ZMK 12 to 

ZMK25 depending on the size. The graph captures the national average 

price trend for the day-old broiler chicks. For the pullets, most of the 

bookings are open for August 2020 depending on the volumes and 

source. Check Figure 2 for the price trend, curtesy of PAZ 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken did not registered any 

movement during the second week of August 2020. The average 

price for the whole frozen chicken in Lusaka traded at about 

ZMK 26.37 per kg same price as obtained last week. The lowest 

price in some chainstores is still trading at ZMK22.99 per kg 

while the highest is trading at ZMK30.99 per kg. The chicken 

sizes are ranging between 1.3kg to 1.7kg in different stores. Please 

note that the prices are obtained from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, 

Zambeef, Melisa Supermarket, Chopies and Cheers Stores. 

Different outlets have different pricing models hence the figures 

displayed is an average price for all the sampled chainstores. It 

should also be noted that these are Lusaka prices only. For the 

price trend, check figure3 

 

 

The national average prices for the live broiler chickens 

remained unchanged in the open markets for the second 

week of August 2020. There were equally no major 

movements on prices for the x-layers as well as the free-

range chickens. The national live broiler bird prices 

averaged ZMK59 with the lowest price being Lusaka 

posting ZMK 50 per Live Chicken and the highest being 

ZMK65. The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 40 per bird, 

with lowest being ZMK 37 and highest being ZMK 50 in 

some districts. Check figure 4 on the next page. 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY REMAIN UNCHANGED 

The prices for the Point of Lay did not registered any movements during the 

second week of August 2020. The average price is still ranging between ZMK95 

for bulk consignments to ZMK100 per bird for small volumes depending on the 

supplier. There are fewer birds on the market as most supply is for August and 

September. However, there are birds available for September bookings. 

For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices have 

been hiked now ranges between ZMK4,850 to ZMK8,000 depending on the 

capacity and also the sources of the cages.  Quails cages, Rabbit Cages as well as 

fourth hand layers cages are all available on the market with differing prices 

depending on the source and location.  

 

 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANNGED 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS 

FLAT 
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The egg prices in the domestic market registered some 

upward movements during the second week of August 2020. 

The retail prices in open markets ranges between ZMK36 to 

ZMK39. Most farm gate prices average ZMK 35 per tray. 

Further, retail prices in some Chain stores remained 

unchanged, the prices averaged between ZMK39 to ZMK43.99 

per tray of 30 eggs depending on the supplier and packaging. 

The cold weather is having a toll on production especially at 

small scale level. For the price trend. Lower temperatures is 

having a negative impact on production.  Refer to figure 5 

 

 

The national average prices for the poultry feed 

registered no movements during the week. Broiler 

starter is still trading at ZMK 357  per 50kg bag same as 

the price obtained last. Broiler Grower Averages 

ZMK350.13 same as obtained week. Broiler finisher also 

averages ZMK336 per 50kg bag same price as obtained 

last week week. Howvere, there were some minor 

reductions registered on the Layer feed. The prices 

ranges from ZMK305 for pullet starter, ZMk275 for 

pullet grower, ZMk 250 for pullet developer and 

ZMK274 for layers mash. For those compunding their 

ownfeed, ingredients prices have been stable  as outlined 

in the graphs from 6 to 9 below: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NATIONAL EGG PRICES REGISTERED 

SOME MOVEMENTS 
 

FEED PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY  
NEWS 

This poultry news has been sponsored by 

ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING, 

HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA LIMITED, AFRICA 

AGRO-VET LIMITED AND ROSS BREEDERS 

LIMITED 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 

12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space 

to advertise on this poultry news every week for 52 

weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available 

on our website. For terms and conditions please 

contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE 

NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT 

BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

 
POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF 

ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered 
member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If 
not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the 
showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. 
Registration is free and make sure you obtain a 
membership card, and ensure that you come with 
a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be 
registered. So, the only requirement is a receipt 
showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ 
affiliated Hatchery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 


