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ANIMAL WELFARE – KEY TO SUSTAINABILITY 

OF THE POULTRY INDUSTRY 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Aviagen continues to 
support customers with a series of informative 
webinars. One recent webinar focused exclusively on 
strengthening bird welfare. Entitled “Animal welfare: 
current and future perspectives,” the online meeting 
was led by Anne-Marie Neeteson, Global Vice 
President of Welfare & Compliance at Aviagen® Group. 
Neeteson empasized that the sustainability of poultry 
production depends on the well-being of birds, which 

is a main priority for Aviagen. In line with the 
internationally accepted “Five Freedoms” as the ideal 
state to strive for, their birds are provided with fresh 
water, quality feed, proper handing, health care, and 
an environment that is appropriate to their species 
needs and use. Neeteson also referenced the “Three 
Essentials of Stockmanship”: knowledge of and skills 
in animal husbandry and personal qualities like 
responsible care. For skillful flock management, 
adequate training is crucial for all who work with the 
birds. “Among the more than 50 traits that Aviagen 
selects for in their breeding program, over one third of 
a fast-growing bird’s focus is on animal welfare,” she 
explained. Since 1970, Aviagen has made 
simultaneous improvements in bird performance, feed 
efficiency and welfare through its balanced breeding 
program., This balanced breeding approach will 

ensure sustainability for the global poultry industry. 

3 PILLARS OF SUSTAINABILITY -- HOW CAN BIRDS 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 

Poultry is developed within the three pillars of 
sustainability: Environment, Economic, and Social. 
The meat poultry industry through the International 
Poultry Council (IPC) has prioritized where they can 
make a difference in these pillars and aligned these 
with the UN Sustainable Development Goals – this has 
officially been signed between FAO and the IPC in the 
Declaration of São Paulo. The environment is 
protected with sustainable management and efficient 
use of natural resources. At the same time, poultry 
production promotes sustained and inclusive 
economic growth. 

 And, sustainable animal production assures food security, along with 
human and animal health. Modern chickens have proven to be more 
biologically efficient than ever before - each kilogram of live weight now 
requires less feed and provides a higher meat yield – translating to 
economic advantages for growers and gains for our planet. Reduced feed 
requirements mean less land usage and lower transportation costs.  

Aviagen has calculated that 15 years of genetic progress from 2003 to 
2018 serves to lower the energy consumption of broiler production by 16 
percent, while decreasing global warming potential with 15 percent less 
greenhouse gas emissions. These economic and environmental 
milestones are achieved while also increasing poultry health and well-
being through balanced selection. Neeteson stressed that it is the 
industry's responsibility to provide safe and healthy poultry to help feed a 

growing population, reducing hunger and improving the health, 
prosperity and well-being of people around the world. Everyone in the 
food supply chain must commit to global food security by supporting 
initiatives such as compartmentalization, strong veterinary systems, 
biosecurity audits and responsible use of antibiotics. Another major 
element to keep global supply opens is a sustainable supply of breeding 
stock from parallel breeding programs, with a large, diverse genetic pool.  

Gene diversity contributes to economic sustainability by giving producers 
a range of products to choose from, enabling them to offer the right bird 
for the right market. "The right bird for the different global markets 
results in a sustainable source of protein for everyone, helping to 
eliminate hunger in local communities around the world," remarked 
Anne-Marie.  Neeteson ended the webinar with a valuable takeaway: “In 
poultry farming, the greatest success is through knowledge sharing. It’s 
urgent that we engage in ongoing, active and transparent communication 
with stakeholders. We must maintain close collaboration with customers, 

associations and society as a whole. When we keep close relationships 
throughout the food chain, continually operating with transparency, 
education of future professionals, strategic alliances, and vigorous 
research and development, we’re rewarded with the satisfaction of 
knowing we’re helping to sustain the industry for today and the future to 

come.” source: https://thepoultrysite.com/articles/animal-welfare-key-to-
sustainability-of-the-poultry-
industry
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Last week’s trading saw the Zambian 

Kwacha continue playing second fiddle 

despite early hopes of a potential 

turnaround. On the first day of the week 

(Tuesday), the local unit showed resistance 

to the preceding week’s bearish run after 

closing at ZMW 18.21/18.26 from an open 

rate of ZMW 18.23/18.28 against the US 

dollar. This early stamina, however, proved 

to be short-lived as the Kwacha reverted to 

its weakening path for the remainder of the 

week. The depreciation momentum was 

seen growing by each passing day from 

0.11% on Wednesday to more than three 

times weaker on Friday at 0.36%. At close 

of the week, the local unit was trading at 

ZMW/US$ 18.39/18.44 thereby posting a 

weekly loss of 0.87% coming from a 0.56% 

loss a week prior. Excess demand, yet 

again was the driver of Kwacha weakness. 

Source: Zanaco weekly Newsletter. 
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DOC BROILER PRICE RISE AS 

PULLET PRICES REMAINS FLAT 

The prices of broiler day-old chicks registered some price movement 

during the course of the week. The broiler prices are now trading at an 

average price of ZMK 7.17 per day old chick up from ZMK 7.0 obtained 

last week. The lowest chick on the market is still trading at ZMK67 and 

the highest is still ZMK7.5 per day old chicks, depending on location. 

However, there were no movements on the prices of pullets on the 

market which are still averaging ZMK12.00 per day old pullet, with the 

highest being ZMK13.500 and the lowest is still selling at ZMK10.5 per 

day old chick. The price for SASSOL being supplied by Heartland Best 

from Livingstone is still trading at ZMK 7 per DOC. Kuroilers are 

trading at ZMK9,5 to ZMK14 per day old chick depending on the 

supplier. The price for the improved free-range such as Black 

Austropop’s, Bushvelds, Rowan Ranger ranging between ZMK 12 to 

ZMK25 depending on the size. The graph captures the national average 

price trend for the day-old broiler chicks. For the pullets, most of the 

bookings are open for August 2020 depending on the volumes and 

source. Check Figure 2 for the price trend, curtesy of PAZ 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken did not registered any 

movement during the first week of August 2020. The average 

price for the whole frozen chicken in Lusaka traded at about 

ZMK 26.37 per kg same price as obtained last week. The lowest 

price in some chainstores is still trading at ZMK22.99 per kg 

while the highest is trading at ZMK30.99 per kg. The chicken 

sizes are ranging between 1.3kg to 1.7kg in different stores. Please 

note that the prices are obtained from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, 

Zambeef, Melisa Supermarket, Chopies and Cheers Stores. 

Different outlets have different pricing models hence the figures 

displayed is an average price for all the sampled chainstores. It 

should also be noted that these are Lusaka prices only. For the 

price trend, check figure3 

 

 

The national average prices for the live broiler chickens 

remained unchanged in the open markets for the first 

week of August 2020. There were equally no major 

movements on prices for the x-layers as well as the free-

range chickens. The national live broiler bird prices 

averaged ZMK59 with the lowest price being Lusaka 

posting ZMK 50 per Live Chicken and the highest being 

ZMK65. The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 40 per bird, 

with lowest being ZMK 37 and highest being ZMK 50 in 

some districts. Check figure 4 on the next page. 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY REMAIN UNCHANGED 

The prices for the Point of Lay did not registered any movements during the first 

week of August 2020. The average price is still ranging between ZMK95 for bulk 

consignments to ZMK100 per bird for small volumes depending on the supplier. 

There are fewer birds on the market as most supply is for August and September. 

However, there are birds available for September bookings. 

For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices have 

been hiked now ranges between ZMK4,850 to ZMK8,000 depending on the 

capacity and also the sources of the cages.  Quails cages, Rabbit Cages as well as 

fourth hand layers cages are all available on the market with differing prices 

depending on the source and location.  

 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANNGED 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS 

FLAT 
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The egg prices in the domestic market registered some 

upward movements during the first week of August 2020. The 

retail prices in open markets ranges between ZMK36 to 

ZMK39. Most farm gate prices average ZMK 35 per tray. 

Further, retail prices in some Chain stores remained 

unchanged, the prices averaged between ZMK39 to ZMK43.99 

per tray of 30 eggs depending on the supplier and packaging. 

The cold weather is having a toll on production especially at 

small scale level. For the price trend. Lower temperatures is 

having a negative impact on production.  Refer to figure 5 

 

 

The national average prices for the poultry feed 

registered no movements during the week. Broiler 

starter is still trading at ZMK 357  per 50kg bag same as 

the price obtained last. Broiler Grower Averages 

ZMK350.13 same as obtained week. Broiler finisher also 

averages ZMK336 per 50kg bag same price as obtained 

last week week. Howvere, there were some minor 

reductions registered on the Layer feed. The prices 

ranges from ZMK305 for pullet starter, ZMk275 for 

pullet grower, ZMk 250 for pullet developer and 

ZMK274 for layers mash. For those compunding their 

ownfeed, ingredients prices have been stable  as outlined 

in the graphs from 6 to 9 below: 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL EGG PRICES REGISTERED 

SOME MOVEMENTS 
 

FEED PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY  
NEWS 

This poultry news has been sponsored by 

ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING, 

HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA LIMITED, AFRICA 

AGRO-VET LIMITED AND ROSS BREEDERS 

LIMITED 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 

12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space 

to advertise on this poultry news every week for 52 

weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available 

on our website. For terms and conditions please 

contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE 

NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT 

BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

 
POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF 

ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered 
member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If 
not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the 
showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. 
Registration is free and make sure you obtain a 
membership card, and ensure that you come with 
a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be 
registered. So, the only requirement is a receipt 
showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ 
affiliated Hatchery 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


