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IMPORT CHICKENS AND DIE 

Philippines: Unrestricted poultry imports at a time 
of oversupply and depressed prices may mean the 
death of the industry. This unabated import flow 
must be addressed with a calibrated strategy. 
Consider the table on the right. Farmers lost 38-49 
percent of their production cost. On the other hand, 
retailers got 40-60 percent more than the suggested 
retail price (SRP). The Department of Agriculture 
and the Department of Trade and Industry jointly 
determined that the SRP should be at most P60 
above the farm-gate price. In other words, the 
farmers suffered while retailers benefited. The Price 
Act law was not effectively implemented. 
In addition, there was a large oversupply. Frozen 
poultry inventory doubled from 47 million tons last 
year to 82.6 tons this year. Of this increase, local 
poultry supply rose by only 19 percent, while 
imports grew by 183 percent. On May 8, with losses 
mounting and an oversupply increasing mainly due 
to imports, the Urban Broiler Raisers Association 
(Ubra) wrote the DA to request import action. On 
May 28, Ubra showed a DA video where, at a 
scheduled meeting, a DA official said local 
producers should regulate their production to make 
way for imports. A higher DA official later clarified 
that this was not their official position. 
 
To date, Ubra says there is still no significant DA 
action on poultry imports, which continue unabated. 
Since I was a vice president for Asia of the United 
Nations Council for Trade and Development, I 
discussed with Ubra three policy suggestions: 
 In the past, the DA discouraged importation of rice 
and corn during harvest time. Can the DA not do 
the same temporarily for poultry during this time of 
oversupply? 

 

If late Sen. Eduardo Angara suspended poultry importation for 90 days 
because it was facing a similar crisis, can the DA not follow this example?  
Since the rice quantitative restrictions (QRs) we got were given as a trade 
off for decreasing the tariff on mechanically deboned meat from 35 percent 
to 5 percent, why has there been no action to restore the tariff to 35 percent 
since we no longer have rice QRs?  

 
On operations, there were two recommendations:  After 22 years, why has 
the DA still not implemented Sections 38-42 of the Agriculture Fisheries 
Modernization Act, or Republic Act No. 8435? This mandates the creation 
of a market information system. Being largely blind, it is difficult to 
address smuggling and other critical agriculture issues. Why has the DA 
not yet established quarantine facilities major ports of entry? These could 
have detected the African swine fever that is destroying our hog industry, 
and can prevent entry of the China swine flu that was announced last June 
30 as having “pandemic potential.” 
 
Agriculture Secretary William Dar has been prevented by some internal 
DA personnel from knowing important details. We must work together to 
calibrate our imports during this pandemic. Otherwise, industries like 
poultry will die, and the government’s fight against poverty will be 
seriously undermined. The author is Agriwatch chair, former Secretary of 
Presidential Programs and Projects and former undersecretary of 
Agriculture and Trade and Industry. 
source: https://business.inquirer.net/301549/import-and-die#ixzz6R87lUz77 
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Thursday – USD/ZMW, it was a Bull and Bear 

grapple in yesterday’s session as the local unit gave 

up its intra-day gains after touching a high of K 

17.830/$ to close relatively flat at K 17.970/18.020 

on the bid and offer respectively. The break beyond 

the psychological support level triggered renewed 

demand in the dollar a trend likely to persist in 

today’s session. The pair is expected to trade within 

a wider range as volatility lingers owing to lack of a 

definitive direction by either currencies. Market 

liquidity on Thursday fell to ZMW2,850.71 million 

from ZMW2,969.56 million recorded previously. 

Funds traded on the interbank market fell to 

ZMW375 million from ZMW591 million traded 

previously. The cost of funds on the overnight 

interbank market maintained at 8.98% During the T 

Bill auction held on 2nd July 2020, yields on all 

tenures fell from 16.9999% to 16.0173%, 21.0000% 

to 20.0001%, 26.6699% to 26.0001% and 28.0001% 

to 26.5000% for 91 days, 182 days, 273 days and 

364 days respectively. Source: Zanaco weekly 

newsletter. 
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DOC BROILER AND PULLET 

PRICES REMAINS FLAT 

The prices of broiler day-old chicks remained unchanged 

during the first week of July 2020. The broiler prices is still 

trading at an average price of ZMK 6.10 per day old chick same 

as the price obtained last week. The lowest chick on the market 

is still trading at ZMK6 and the highest is still ZMK6.50 per 

day old chicks, depending on location. However, there were 

some movements on the prices of pullets on the market which 

are now averaging ZMK12.00 per day old pullet, with the 

highest being ZMK13.500 and the lowest is still selling at 

ZMK10.5 per day old chick. The price for SASSOL being 

supplied by Heartland Best from Livingstone is still trading at 

ZMK 5.5 per DOC. The price for the improved free-range such 

as Black Austrolopes, Bushvelds and Kroilers ranging between 

ZMK 12 to ZMK25 depending on the size. The graph captures 

the national average price trend for the day-old broiler chicks. 

For the pullets, most of the bookings are open between July and 

July 2020 depending on the volumes and source. Check Figure 2 

for the price trend, curtesy of PAZ 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken did not registered any 

movement during the first week of July 2020. The average price 

for the whole frozen chicken in Lusaka traded at about ZMK 

26.37 per kg same price as obtained last week. The lowest price in 

some chainstores is still trading at ZMK22.99 per kg while the 

highest is trading at ZMK30.99 per kg. The chicken sizes are 

ranging between 1.3kg to 1.7kg in different stores. Please note that 

the prices are obtained from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, 

Melisa Supermarket, Chopies and Cheers Stores. Different outlets 

have different pricing models hence the figures displayed is an 

average price for all the sampled chainstores. It should also be 

noted that these are Lusaka prices only. For the price trend, check 

figure3 

 

 

The national average prices for the live broiler chickens 

remained unchanged in the open markets for the first 

week of July 2020. There were equally no major 

movements on prices for the x-layers as well as the free-

range chickens. The national live broiler bird prices 

averaged ZMK59 with the lowest price being Lusaka 

posting ZMK 50 per Live Chicken and the highest being 

ZMK65. The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 40 per bird, 

with lowest being ZMK 35 and highest being ZMK 45 in 

some districts. Check figure 4 on the next page. 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY REMAIN UNCHANGED 

The prices for the Point of Lay did not registered any movements during the first 

week of July 2020. The average price is still ranging between ZMK90 for bulk 

consignments to ZMK98 per bird for small volumes depending on the supplier. 

There are fewer birds on the market as most supply is scheduled for July and Aust. 

However, there are birds available for July bookings. 

For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices have 

been hiked now ranges between ZMK4,850 to ZMK8, 000 depending on the 

capacity and also the sources of the cages.  Quails cages, Rabbit Cages as well as 

second hand layers cages are all available on the market with differing prices 

depending on the source and location.  

 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANNGED 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS 

FLAT 
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The egg prices in the domestic market adjusts upwards 

during the first week of July 2020. The retail prices in open 

markets ranges between ZMK36 to ZMK39. Most farm gate 

prices averages ZMK 34 per tray. Further, retail prices in some 

Chain stores remained unchanged, the prices averaged 

between ZMK39 to ZMK43.99 per tray of 30 eggs depending 

on the supplier and packaging. The weakening local currency, 

and high prices of feed is having a greater impact on the profit 

margins for the farmers as the traders tend to take up much of 

the profits from the commodity. For the price trend. Lower 

temperatures is having a negative impact on production.  Refer 

to figure 5 

 

 

The national average prices for the poultry feed registered no 

movements during the week. Broiler starter is still trading at 

ZMK 357  per 50kg bag same as the price obtained last. Broiler 

Grower Averages ZMK350.13 same as obtained week. Broiler 

finisher also averages ZMK336 per 50kg bag same price as 

obtained last week week. Howvere, there were some minor 

reductions registered on the Layer feed. The prices ranges from 

ZMK305 for pullet starter, ZMk275 for pullet grower, ZMk 

250 for pullet developer and ZMK274 for layers mash. For 

those compunding their ownfeed, ingredients prices have been 

stable  as outlined in the graphs from 6 to 9 below: 

 

  

 

 
 

 

NATIONAL EGG PRICES POSTS SOME 

GAINS 
 

FEED PRICES  
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY  
NEWS 

This poultry news has been sponsored by 

ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING, 

HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA LIMITED,EGG 

TECH INCUBATORS, BUPO ANIMAL HEALTH AND 

BIMEDA 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 

12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space 

to advertise on this poultry news every week for 52 

weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available 

on our website. For terms and conditions please 

contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE 

NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT 

BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

 
POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF 

ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered 
member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If 
not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the 
showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. 
Registration is free and make sure you obtain a 
membership card, and ensure that you come with 
a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be 
registered. So, the only requirement is a receipt 
showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ 
affiliated Hatchery 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


