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UGANDA AND KENYA ON CHICKEN TRADE WAR 

The increased chicken meat imports from the 

neighbouring countries are causing more harm than 

good to Kenyan poultry farmers. Poultry farmers have 

in the past two years complained about the lack of 

protection by the government.  

For example, Uganda is exporting chicken meat to 

Kenya tax-free, while Kenyan farmers' esports are 

taxed at 25 per cent — 18% VAT, 6% withholding tax 

and  1% railway development levy. This means that the 

Uganda poultry products have free access to the 

Kenyan market while the Kenyan products are hindered 

from access to Uganda through Non-Tariff Barriers or 

the imposition of domestic taxes (VAT, withholding 

taxes or railway levies).  

This is a clear indication of discrimination against goods 

coming from neighboring EAC countries. Ugandan 

actions violate the World Trade Organization principle 

on non-discrimination of like goods from neighbouring 

countries. It doesn’t mean that because Uganda is the 

largest trade partner to Kenya, our government should 

forget about its farmers.  The Kenyan poultry industry is 

a major source of employment, with an estimated 

three million people deriving their livelihood and 

income from poultry farming, processing and related 

activities.  

It also employs veterinarians, researchers and 

extension officers. It is a major source of livelihood for 

people in rural areas, including thousands of youth and 

women who are engaged in rearing chicken and other 

domestic birds.Thousands of Kenyan enterprises, 

large and small, are involved in poultry production 

and processing in rural and urban areas. The sector 

also provides a base for value addition activities.  

 

In addition, many farmers are engaged in contract farming for large 

processors and supply schools, hospitals, hotels and other institutions. If the 

poultry value chain is not protected all the gains will be eroded, and the 

industry will be at it worse or on the verge of collapse. Article 32 of the 

Common Market Protocol obliges the partner states to undertake 

progressive harmonisation of their tax policies and laws on domestic taxes 

with a view to removing tax distortions. This is to facilitate the free 

movement of goods, services, and capital and the promotion of investments 

within the EAC. 

The current tax regime favours importers and is a great disadvantage to the 

Kenyan farmers and producers.  Ugandan producers currently exports 

between 25-30 tonnes of chicken weekly into Kenya – this represents at least 

10 per cent of the formal processed chicken market. In Africa, lessons have 

been learned in Ghana, and South Africa, where local poultry industry 

collapsed due to similar circumstances. Tanzania has also imposed stringent 

requirements for compliance from the Tanzania Bureau of Standards, which 

many players in the poultry sector have seen as deliberate efforts to bar 

them from accessing the market.  

Worth noting is the fact that Tanzania banned the importation of poultry and 

poultry products into the country in 2016. We, therefore, cannot 

overemphasize the vulnerability of the Kenyan poultry industry from the 

regional attack. To safeguard the industry gains, the poultry stakeholders are 

urging the government to close the borders of similar to other EAC countries. 

Both Uganda and Tanzania have closed their borders, why has Kenya kept 

borders open for processed chicken? If not, Uganda to drop taxes to Kenyan 

imports. 

Source: The writers are members of Federation of Kenya Poultry Farmers 
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In Thursday’s trading session, the kwacha posted further 

losses against the dollar as supply flows seem to have 

dwindled. The local unit opened trading at 

K18.0500/18.100 per dollar and continued to slide slowly 

throughout the day to end up at K18.2500/18.300 per 

dollar.  

 Market attention today shifts towards the Government 

Bond auction with players keenly watching the outcome 

on the successful bid rates after Bank of Zambia slashed 

the monetary policy rate by 225 basis points last week.  

 The Banks’ current account balance fell by ZMW131.50 

million, from ZMW2,748.96 million to ZMW2,617.46 

million, a slight decline of 5%.  Interbank activity however 

increased from ZMW339.00 million traded previously to 

ZMW344.00 million.   The cost of funds on the overnight 

interbank market fell by 11 basis points to 9.31%.  

Copper: SINGAPORE, May 28(Reuters) - The LME three-

month copper price was again trading above the 

psychological $5,300-per-tonne level on Thursday May 

28, ending the day up 1.3% day on day at $5,322.50 per 

tonne, buoyed by the fresh cancelation of 19,000 tones 

earlier in the day.   

 

 

 

 

 

ZAMBIA EXPECTED TO RECORD BUMPER HARVEST MAIZE AND SOYA 

Zambia has recorded a 69 percent increase in maize production during the 

2019/2020 agricultural season from the 2,004,389 metric tonnes (MT) that were 

produced in the last season. The country is projected to harvest 3,387,469 metric 

tonnes of maize this year and has a carry-over of the staple amounting to 179,247 

mt, translating into the total supply available for the 2020/2021 marketing season 

to 3,566,716 tonnes. Minister of Agriculture Mr.Michael Katambo announced in 

Lusaka that the total maize required for Zambia’s estimated 17 million people is 

3,356,617 metric tonnes, out of which, over 1.6 million mt is for human 

consumption while one million tonnes is for strategic reserves. Mr. Katambo said 

over 409,000 metric tonnes is for industrial requirements and 210,000 metric 

tonnes will be the surplus. Mr. Katambo said Soya-bean and Sunflower are 

also expected to increase in production by 6 and 4.7% respectively. 
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DOC BROILER AND PULLET 

PRICES REMAINS FLAT 

The prices of broiler day-old chicks did not register any 

adjusted during the fourth week of May 2020. The broiler prices 

still average ZMK 6.00 per day old chick same price obtained 

the past few weeks. The lowest chick on the market is still 

trading at ZMK5.5 and the highest is now ZMK6.50 per day old 

chicks, depending on location. However, there were equally no 

movements on the prices of pullets on the market which are 

now averaging ZMK12.75 per day old pullet, with the highest 

being ZMK14.900 and the lowest is still selling at ZMK10.5 per 

day old chick. The price for SASSOL being supplied by 

Heartland Best from Livingstone is still trading at ZMK 5.5 per 

DOC. The price for the improved free-range such as Black 

Austrolopes, Bushvelds and Kroilers ranging between ZMK 12 

to ZMK25 depending on the size. The graph captures the 

national average price trend for the day-old broiler chicks. For 

the pullets, most of the bookings are open between May and 

May 2020 depending on the volumes and source. Check Figure 

2 for the price trend, curtesy of PAZ 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken registered some down price 

movement due to propmotions being undertaken by some 

suppliers for the fourth week of May 2020. The average price for 

the whole frozen chicken in Lusaka traded at about ZMK 28.5 per 

kg for the past one week. The lowest price in some chainstores is 

still trading at ZMK26.99per kg while the highest is trading at 

ZMK31.99 per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging between 1.3kg to 

1.7kg in different stores. Please note that the prices are obtained 

from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa Supermarket, Chopies 

and Cheers Stores. Different outlets have different pricing models 

hence the figures displayed is an average price for all the sampled 

chainstores. It should also be noted that these are Lusaka prices 

only. For the price trend, check figure3 

 

 

The national average prices for the live broiler chickens 

remained unchanged in the open markets for the fourth 

week of May 2020. There were equally no major 

movements on prices for the x-layers as well as the free-

range chickens. The national live broiler bird prices 

averaged ZMK57.33 with the lowest price being Lusaka 

posting ZMK 50 per Live Chicken and the highest being 

ZMK65. The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 40 per bird, 

with lowest being ZMK 35 and highest being ZMK 45 in 

some districts. Check figure 4 on the next page. 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY REMAIN UNCHANGED 

The prices for the Point of Lay did not registered any movements during the 

fourth week of May 2020. The average price is still ranging between ZMK85 for 

bulk consignments to ZMK98 per bird for small volumes depending on the 

supplier and the volume. There are fewer birds on the market as most supply is 

scheduled for June and July. However, there are a fewer bird available for June 

bookings. 

For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices have 

been hiked now ranges between ZMK4,850 to ZMK8, 000 depending on the 

capacity and also the sources of the cages. Quails cages, Rabbit Cages as well as 

fourth hand layers cages are all available on the market with differing prices 

depending on the source and location. Limited quantities of Point of lay are 

available on the market. 

 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANNGED 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REGISTERS 

SOME DOWNWARDS MOVEMENT 
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The egg prices in the domestic market remained unchanged 

during the fourth week of May 2020. The retail prices in open 

markets ranges between ZMK29 to ZMK33. Most farm gate 

prices average ZMK 29 per tray. Further, retail prices in some 

Chain stores remained unchanged, the prices averaged 

between ZMK40 to ZMK43.99 per tray of 30 eggs depending 

on the supplier and packaging. The weakening local currency, 

inadequate increase in the prices of feed is having a greater 

impact on the profit margins for the farmers as the traders 

tend to take up much of the profits from the commodity. For 

the price trend, refer to figure 5 

 

 

The national average prices for the poultry feed registered 

some downward price movements for the fourth week 

running. Broiler starter is now trading at ZMK 379.33  per 

50kg bag same as the price from ZMK 379.33 obtained last. 

Broiler Grower Averages ZMK358.62 from 363 per 50 kg bag 

obtained week. Broiler finisher also averages ZMK347.13 

down from ZMK352 per 50kg bag  obtained fourth week. In 

the same vain, there were equally about 25 price reduction on 

the Layer feed. The prices ranges from ZMK318.33 for pullet 

starter, ZMk282.53 for pullet grower, ZMk 252.53 for pullet 

developer and ZMK279.64 for layers mash. For those 

compunding their ownfeed, ingredients prices have been stable  

as outlined in the graphs from 6 to 9 below: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NATIONAL EGG PRICES REMAINS 

UNCHANGED 
 

FEED PRICES REGISTERS MINOR 

MOVEMENTS FOR THE THIRD WEEK 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY  
NEWS 

This poultry news has been sponsored by 

ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL 

MILLING, HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA 

LIMITED,EGG TECH INCUBATORS, BUPO 

ANIMAL HEALTH AND BIMEDA 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 

12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space 

to advertise on this poultry news every week for 52 

weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available 

on our website. For terms and conditions please 

contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE 

NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT 

BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

 
POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF 

ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered 
member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If 
not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the 
showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. 
Registration is free and make sure you obtain a 
membership card, and ensure that you come with 
a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be 
registered. So, the only requirement is a receipt 
showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ 
affiliated Hatchery 

 

 

 


