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A POSITIVE OUTLOOK FOR SA’S AGRICULTURAL 

EXPORTS 

Recent media reports have flagged disruptions in global meat 

markets, particularly the US beef market. Canada, Brazil, the US 

and Ireland continue to report closures of meat-processing 

plants because of Covid-19 infections. In the US, Ireland, and 

Canada, mainly beef and pork processing plants are affected, 

while in Brazil the closures are also impacting poultry-related 

processing plants. Given the significant market share of these 

countries in the global meat trade (33%), if these processing 

plant closures spread and they remain closed for a prolonged 

period, there are fears of a global meat shortage and, 

potentially, an uptick in prices. The US, Canada and Ireland are 

among the top ten world beef exporters (as well as pork in the 

case of Canada and the US). In poultry, Brazil is the leading 

exporter, followed by the US, Poland, the Netherlands and 

Germany. 

Since about 2014, South Africa has fortunately remained a net 

exporter of beef so, from a food security perspective, the 

closures of certain plants in key exporting countries presents 

minimal risk to us. From an export perspective, trade without 

our key partners remains on a solid footing. Major markets for 

fresh/chilled beef include regional markets (Mozambique and 

Eswatini/Swaziland), as well as Middle East markets (Jordan, 

Kuwait, and the UAE). Meanwhile, frozen beef markets include 

the Far East (notably China), regional markets (Mozambique, 

Egypt, Lesotho, and Ethiopia) and Middle East markets (Kuwait, 

Jordan and the UAE). 

EFFECT OF GLOBAL MEAT TRADE DISRUPTION 

In the other key meat categories, South Africa will feel a slight 

impact, but we do not see it as an immediate source of 

concern. In pork meat, SA remains a net importer of ribs (the 

most popular cut locally) from Europe. Imported pork 

accounted for about 6% of domestic consumption in 2019. 

Similarly, in poultry, about 20% of domestic consumption is 

imported, mainly from Brazil, the US and the EU, among others. 

This essentially means that if the disruptions in various meat 

plants persist for some time and spill over into the global 

market, SA would not be spared from the price impact, 

particularly on poultry products. However,  

we do not see a need to panic at this point. Rather, it indicates the need to monitor 

and strengthen domestic production, where possible. 

As far as grain production is concerned, the good news continues rolling in. Data 

released on 29 April 2020 by the national Crop Estimates Committee (CEC) forecasts 

that SA’s 2019/2020 summer grains and oilseeds production could increase by 32% 

year on year to 17.5 million tonnes. While this is only the third estimate for the 

current season (with six more to follow), if it does materialise, this could be the 

second-largest harvest on record after the 2016/2017 crop. Specifically, the 

2019/2020 maize, soybeans and sunflower seed harvest are forecast at 15.2 million 

tonnes, 1.3 million tonnes, and 731 210 tonnes – showing year on year production 

increases of 35%, 10% and 8%, respectively. 

SOLIDIFYING NET EXPORTER POSITION 

The maize increase is largely due to an expansion in the area planted and expected 

improvements in yields on the back of favourable weather conditions during a greater 

part of the season (i.e. increased rainfall). This means that SA will remain a net 

exporter of at least 2.5 million tonnes of maize in the 2020/2021 marketing year 

(which starts in May 2020 and ends in 2021) – an 80% year on year increase. 

These harvests occur at a crucial time, as Southern and East African maize import 

requirements look set to outpace those of the previous year. Zimbabwe’s 2019/2020 

summer grains production season started on the back foot due to unfavourable 

weather conditions. The International Grains Council forecasts Zimbabwe’s 

2019/2020 maize production at 800,000 tonnes – less than half of what that country 

needs (estimated at 2 million tonnes). 

In East Africa, Kenya, Somalia, and Uganda could experience crop losses as the locust 

plague continues to spread. These countries will also require maize imports. With a 

bumper maize harvest of 15.2 million tonnes, SA could potentially export maize 

beyond the African continent to other high-growth potential markets such as Japan, 

Taiwan, Vietnam and South Korea, which were not prominent in the 2019/2020 

marketing year ending May 2020. Naturally, this is dependent on the level of global 

supply chain disruption amid the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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Calm returned to the FX market yesterday as the 

kwacha traded completely unchanged to the US 

dollar. The local unit was pegged at 

K18.1500/18.200 per dollar and stayed flat for the 

entire session as activity maintained at low levels. As 

trading picks up in today's session, support and 

resistance is seen at K18.000/$ and K18.500/$ 

respectively   

The Banks’ aggregate current account balance 

decreased to ZMW606.23 million from the previous 

close of ZMW793.60 million, a 24% decline in 

market liquidity amounting to ZMW187.37 million. 

This led to a slight decline in interbank activity from 

ZMW557.00 million previously to ZMW556.50 

million.  The cost of funds on the overnight 

interbank market traded at 12.08%. The Monetary 

Policy Committee has lowered the Policy Rate by 225 

basis points from 11.5% to 9.25% to mitigate the 

adverse impact of COVID-19 on financial sector 

stability and economic activity. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Copper: LONDON, May 20 (Reuters) - Copper prices 

hovered near a two-month high on Wednesday 

ahead of a Chinese government meeting this week 

expected to boost demand with pledges of higher 

spending on infrastructure to lift the top metals 

consumer from a coronavirus-driven slump. 

Benchmark copper on the London Metal Exchange 

(LME) gained 0.1% to $5,360.50 tonne in official 

trading.   
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DOC BROILER AND PULLET 

PRICES ADJUSTS UPWARDS 

The prices of broiler day-old chicks adjusted upwards during 

the third week of May 2020. The broiler prices now average 

ZMK 6.00 per day old chick up from ZMK5.9 obtained the past 

few weeks. The lowest chick on the market is still trading at 

ZMK5.5 and the highest is now ZMK6.50 per day old chicks, 

depending on location. However, there were equally some 

movements on the prices of pullets on the market which are 

now averaging ZMK12.75 per day old pullet, with the highest 

being ZMK14.900 and the lowest is still selling at ZMK10.5 per 

day old chick. The price for SASSOL being supplied by 

Heartland Best from Livingstone is still trading at ZMK 5.5 per 

DOC. The price for the improved free-range such as Black 

Austrolopes, Bushvelds and Kroilers ranging between ZMK 12 

to ZMK25 depending on the size. The graph captures the 

national average price trend for the day-old broiler chicks. For 

the pullets, most of the bookings are open between May and 

May 2020 depending on the volumes and source. Check Figure 

2 for the price trend, curtesy of PAZ 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken registered some down price 

movement due to propmotions being undertaken by some 

suppliers for the third week of May 2020. The average price for 

the whole frozen chicken in Lusaka traded at about ZMK 28.5 per 

kg for the past one week. The lowest price in some chainstores is 

still trading at ZMK26.99per kg while the highest is trading at 

ZMK31.99 per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging between 1.3kg to 

1.7kg in different stores. Please note that the prices are obtained 

from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa Supermarket, Chopies 

and Cheers Stores. Different outlets have different pricing models 

hence the figures displayed is an average price for all the sampled 

chainstores. It should also be noted that these are Lusaka prices 

only. For the price trend, check figure3 

 

 

The national average prices for the live broiler chickens 

remained unchanged in the open markets for the third 

week of May 2020. There were equally no major 

movements on prices for the x-layers as well as the free-

range chickens. The national live broiler bird prices 

averaged ZMK57.33 with the lowest price being Lusaka 

posting ZMK 50 per Live Chicken and the highest being 

ZMK65. The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 40 per bird, 

with lowest being ZMK 35 and highest being ZMK 45 in 

some districts. Check figure 4 on the next page. 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY REMAIN UNCHANGED 

The prices for the Point of Lay did not registered any movements during the third 

week of May 2020. The average price is still ranging between ZMK85 for bulk 

consignments to ZMK98 per bird for small volumes depending on the supplier and 

the volume. There are fewer birds on the market as most supply is scheduled for 

June and July. However, there are a fewer bird for May and June available for 

booking  

For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage prices have 

been hiked now ranges between ZMK4,850 to ZMK8, 000 depending on the 

capacity and also the sources of the cages. Quails cages, Rabbit Cages as well as 

third hand layers cages are all available on the market with differing prices 

depending on the source and location. Limited quantities of Point of lay are 

available on the market. 

 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANNGED 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REGISTERS 

SOME DOWNWARDS MOVEMENT 
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The egg prices in the domestic market remained unchanged 

during the third week of May 2020. The retail prices in open 

markets ranges between ZMK29 to ZMK33. Most farm gate 

prices average ZMK 29 per tray. Further, retail prices in some 

Chain stores remained unchanged, the prices averaged 

between ZMK40 to ZMK43.99 per tray of 30 eggs depending 

on the supplier and packaging. The weakening local currency, 

inadequate increase in the prices of feed is having a greater 

impact on the profit margins for the farmers as the traders 

tend to take up much of the profits from the commodity. For 

the price trend, refer to figure 5 

 

 

The national average prices for the poultry feed registered 

some downward price movements for the third week running. 

Broiler starter is now trading at ZMK 379.33  per 50kg bag 

same as the price from ZMK 379.33 obtained last. Broiler 

Grower Averages ZMK358.62 from 363 per 50 kg bag 

obtained week. Broiler finisher also averages ZMK347.13 

down from ZMK352 per 50kg bag  obtained third week. In the 

same vain, there were equally about 25 price reduction on the 

Layer feed. The prices ranges from ZMK318.33 for pullet 

starter, ZMk282.53 for pullet grower, ZMk 252.53 for pullet 

developer and ZMK279.64 for layers mash. For those 

compunding their ownfeed, ingredients prices have been stable  

as outlined in the graphs from 6 to 9 below: 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL EGG PRICES REMAINS 

UNCHANGED 
 

FEED PRICES REGISTERS MINOR 

MOVEMENTS FOR THE THIRD WEEK 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY 
NEWS 

This poultry news has been sponsored by 

ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL 

MILLING, HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA 

LIMITED,EGG TECH INCUBATORS, BUPO 

ANIMAL HEALTH AND BIMEDA 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 

12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space 

to advertise on this poultry news every week for 52 

weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available 

on our website. For terms and conditions please 

contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE 

NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT 

BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

 
POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF 

ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered 
member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If 
not please visit PAZ Secretariat in the 
showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. 
Registration is free and make sure you obtain a 
membership card, and ensure that you come with 
a receipt of day-old chick’s purchase to be 
registered. So, the only requirement is a receipt 
showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ 
affiliated Hatchery 

 

 

 


