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COVID-19 

PARANOIA CAN 

AFFECT THE 

POULTRY 

INDUSTRY 

Coronavirus COVID-19 attacked Europe. 

Italy is today the third or fourth country with 

the most people infected in the world. Most 

of the cases have occurred in Emilia-

Romagna, Lombardy, Piedmont and Veneto, 

among others, exactly the same regions 

where most of the Italian poultry farms are 

located. Italy - the sixth largest European 

poultry producer - is basically self-sufficient 

in poultry production, with a per capita 

consumption of about 20 kg of chicken and 

turkey meat, and 208 eggs. Although 2018 

showed a decrease in production, an increase 

in growth was expected in 2019. But what 

will happen now?  

As it is known, both the Army and the Police of that country guard 

the quarantined populations.  

No one can enter or leave. I imagine that problems will begin to 

occur in terms of farm management, feed transportation and many 

other activities, if there are such severe movement restrictions. I 

blogged a few weeks ago about what was said about COVID-19 

coronavirus at the International Production & Processing Expo 

(IPPE), and how in those early stages there were already people 

worried about the impact of China on the world’s poultry industry. 

Well, here's another example. So, it not only affects tourism or 

transportation, but also poultry and all other industries. Who 

knows what mark it will leave in the months ahead? 

In 2009, I experienced the H1N1 flu epidemic in Mexico, the first 

country to notify it. It was not a nice experience, especially with the 

apocalyptic images of the empty streets of Mexico City, a city with 

more than 22 million people (it looked like The Walking Dead 

series). Businesses were greatly affected, as were revenues. The 

kick of the H1N1 that the family business received was the one that 

finally sent it out of business. All because of a flu. Of course, I do 

not question epidemiologists, or state health services. But, my 

goodness, be careful with what it is decided and communicated. We 

must be cautious — the spread of paranoia can be worse than the 

virus itself. Source 
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https://www.wattagnet.com/articles/38365-italys-poultry-producers-record-mixed-2018
https://www.wattagnet.com/blogs/25-latin-america-poultry-at-a-glance/post/39559-coronavirus-and-its-impact-on-the-poultry-industry-during-ippe
https://www.amc.com/shows/the-walking-dead
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The Kwacha got a slight loss on Wednesday to touch a 

one month low as sup-ply flows in the market seem to be 

dwindling. The local unit opened trading at 
K14.7200/14.7700 per dollar and gradually slowed to end 
the day at K14.8500/14.9000 per dollar, posting a 1% 
depreciation. Market today will shift towards the Treasury 

bill auction, given the prevailing low liquidity levels in the 
market, we anticipate the appetite to be modest thus 
fostering a little movement in the yield rates. Liquidity on 
Money Markets reduced from K 909.93 million to K785.24 

mil-lion indicating a reduction in market liquidity levels. 
Despite this, the volume of funds traded on the interbank 
increased to K317.00 million from K296.50 million. 
Central Bank was active on Open Market Operations 

injecting liquidity on overnight and 21 days tenures. The 
amounts bid were K326million and K178million was 
accepted. The weighted overnight lending rate rose 8 basis 
points from 12.52 percent to 12.60 percent 

 

 
 

The prices of day old chicks remained stable during the third 

week of February 2020. The prices still averages ZMK 5.90 per 

day old chick same price as obtained the past one month plus.  

The lowest chick on the market is still trading at ZMK5.5 and 

the highest is now ZMK6.00 per day old chicks, depending on 

location. The price reduction is due to promotions being 

undertaken by the hatcheries. There were no movements 

equally on the prices of pullets on the market which are also 

averaging ZMK10.25 per day old, with the highest being 

ZMK11.00 and the lowest is still selling at ZMK9.5 per day old 

chick. The graph captures the national average price trend for 

the day old broiler chicks. For the pullets, most of the bookings 

are open between February and March 2020 depending on the 

volumes and source. Check Figure 2 for the price trend, curtesy 

of PAZ 
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The prices for the frozen chicken remained unchanged for the 

third week of February 2020. The average price for the whole 

frozen chicken in Lusaka traded at about ZMK 27.39per kg for 

the past one week. The lowest price in some chainstores is still 

trading at ZMK24.99 per kg while the highest is trading at 

ZMK31per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging between 1.3kg to 

1.7kg in different stores. Please note that the prices are obtained 

from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa Supermarket, 

Chopies and Cheers Stores. Different outlets have different 

pricing models hence the figures displayed is an average price for 

all the sampled chainstores. It should also be noted that these are 

Lusaka prices only. For the price trend, check figure3 

 

 

The national average prices for the live chickens 

remained unchanged in the open markets for the third 

week of February 2020. There were equally no 

movements on prices for the x-layers as well as the free 

range. The national live broiler bird prices averaged 

ZMK46 same as the price obtained last week. The x-

layers have also averaged ZMK 35.53 which is the same 

as the price obtained last week. Check figure 4. 

 

 
 

The prices for the Point of Lay registered some upward 

movements during the third week of February 2020. The 

average price is now ranging between ZMK95 to 

ZMK100 per bird depending on the supplier. It should be 

noted that the prices are leaning towards ZMK100 as the 

production costs increases due to a number of factors. 

Amongst the leading factors include the price of power, 

high prices of feed, transport among others. For the 

beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, 

cage price ranges between ZMK4, 100 to ZMK8, 000 

depending on the capacity and also the sources of the 

cages. Much of the stock for pullets will be available 

between March and April 2020 from major suppliers. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED  

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS 

UNCHANGED 
 

AVERAGE PRICES FOR POINT OF REMAINS 

UNCHANGED 
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The egg prices in the domestic market maintained price 

stability in the third week of February 2020. The retail prices 

in open markets ranges between ZMK28 to ZMK32. There 

has not been any noticeable change on the prices of pullet 

eggs and still trading between ZMK24 and ZMK25 per tray. 

Most farm gate prices average ZMK 28 per tray. Further, 

retail prices in some Chainstores have also remained 

unchanged, averaging between ZMK33 to ZMK38 per tray 

of 30 eggs depending on the supplier and packaging. The 

increase in the prices of feed is having a greater impact on 

the profit margins for the farmers as the traders tend to take 

up much of the profits from the commodity. For the price 

trend, refer to figure 5 

 

. 

The national average prices for the poultry feed registered 

some minor movements during the course of week. Broiler 
starter is now traded at ZMK 343.03  per 50kg bag from 
ZMK 242.78 obtained last week. In some districts like 
kashikishi, lundazi and Mongu , a bag of starter is now 
costing ZMK370. Broiler Grower Averages ZMK339.94 per 
50 kg bag same price compared with ZMK 337.94 as of last 
week. Broiler finisher now  averages ZMK323 per 50kg bag  
from ZMK 322.50 obtained  last week. However there were 
no price movements on the layer feed. The prices ranges from 
ZMK277.6 for pullet starter, ZMk242.44 for  pullet grower, 
ZMk 243.13 for pullet developer and ZMK 258.85 for layers 
mash. For those compunding their ownfeed, ingredients 
prices have been stable  as outlined in the graphs from 6 to 9 
below: 
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL EGG PRICES MAINTAINS STABILITY 
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MOVEMENTS 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY 

NEWS 
This poultry news has been 

sponsored by ZAMHATCH, TIGER 

CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING, 

HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA 

LIMITED,EGG TECH INCUBATORS, 

BUPO ANIMAL HEALTH AND 

BIMEDA 

WOULD LIKE TO 

PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship 

is ZMK 12,000 per year. The sponsor 

will have a free space to advertise on 

this poultry news every week for 52 

weeks in a year. Advertising space is 

also available on our website. For 

terms and conditions please contact 

the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  

PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN 

RUN ANY ADVERT BASED ON YOUR 

SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

POULTRY 
ASSOCIATION OF 

ZAMBIA 
MEMBERSHIP 

Are you an active poultry farmer and 
a registered member of the Poultry 
Association of Zambia? If not please 
visit PAZ Secretariat in the 
showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the 
roundabout. Registration is free and 
make sure you obtain a membership 
card, and ensure that you come with 
a receipt of day old chick’s purchase 
to be registered. So the only 
requirement is a receipt showing you 
purchased day old chicks from PAZ 
affiliated Hatchery 

 
 

 

 
 
 

15th to 22nd March 2020 
POULTRY TRAINING/ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 

NORTHERN, LUAPULA ANND MUCHINGA 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

UP-COMING 

EVENTS 


