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SOUTH AFRICA RAISES POULTRY-

IMPORT TARIFFS, DRAWING U.S. IRE 

 Local producers sought protection from flood of cheap 

imports,   Tariffs increase to 62% for bone-in, 42% for 

boneless chicken. South Africa raised tariffs on poultry 

imports to help protect local producers who’ve sought 

measures to counter a flood of cheap shipments. The 

announcement immediately drew criticism from the U.S. 

government, which previously threatened to exclude 

South Africa from a preferential trade agreement after a 

disagreement over the levies in 2015. The U.S. in January 

began reviewing the nation’s market access under the so-

called Generalized System of Preferences -- the loss of 

which could put as much as $2.4 billion of South African 

exports at risk. 

Duties on frozen bone-in chicken pieces were raised to 

62% from 37% for imports from all nations excluding the 

European Union and Southern African Development 

Community members, the National Treasury said in the 

Government Gazette on Friday. Levies for frozen boneless 

chicken cuts increased to 42% from 12%, it said. South 

Africa imported 383,000 tons of chicken in 2018, 

excluding mechanically deboned meat used to make 

processed food such as sausages, government data show. 

That’s about 19% of total supply. 

The South African Poultry Association had applied for 

tariffs of 82% on poultry shipments from the U.S. and 

Brazil that have contributed to annual losses of 6.5 billion 

rand ($393 million) for the local industry. “We created 

grain farms in Brazil,  

America and Europe and we’ve created feed mills, chicken farms and slaughter 

houses there,” Izaak Breitenbach, a general manager of the South African Poultry 

Association said by phone. “And what we’ve created is poverty in South Africa and 

slow economic growth in South Africa.” 

The new measures don’t target a particular country and are intended to protect 

domestic farmers, said Sidwell Medupe, a spokesman for South Africa’s Department 

of Trade and Industry. No import duties are levied on chicken pieces from the EU 

and SADC because of existing free-trade agreements. It is unclear how the tariff 

increases will affect the ability of the U.S. to export a maximum of 65,000 metric 

tons of frozen bone-in chicken portions for free. That’s a legacy of a 2015 dispute 

over poultry that threatened to exile South Africa from the U.S. market by excluding 

it from the African Growth and Opportunity Act, which provides 39 sub-Saharan 

African countries with duty-free access to the U.S. for about 6,500 products ranging 

from textiles to manufactured items. 

“The U.S. government is deeply disappointed with South Africa’s decision to raise the 

already high tariff rates on imported poultry to a substantially higher level,” Robert 

Mearkle, a spokesman for the U.S. Embassy in Pretoria, said in an emailed response 

to questions. Ensuring that U.S. poultry exports “continue to have fair access to the 

South African market is critical,” he said. South Africa’s government and industry 

representatives signed off on a “master plan” for the industry in November, in which 

companies committed to invest 1.5 billion rand in production facilities by the end of 

2020 that could create almost 4,000 jobs. The poultry industry is the second-largest 

component of South Africa’s agriculture industry and employs about 110,000 

people, according to the industry body. Source: www.bloomberg 
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ZAMBIANS BRACE FOR WATER SHORTAGE DESPITE 

RECENT RAINFALL 

World’s largest artificial lake drops by six metres in three years after 

lengthy drought. Zambia is facing severe water and electricity 

shortages after a lengthy drought, with reservoir levels remaining 

worryingly low despite recent rains. Water levels in Lake Kariba, the 

world’s largest artificial lake at more than 5,500 sq km, have dropped 

by six metres in the past three years. In early March, available water 

for hydroelectric production at the Kariba dam, which spans the 

border between Zambia and Zimbabwe, was about 11.5%, a slight 

recovery on the record low in January. A year earlier, hydro levels at 

the lake exceeded 42%. When running at capacity, the hydroelectric 

plant produces more than 2.1GW of electricity. “People see the recent 

rainfall and the flooding and wonder why the lake isn’t filling up, but 

what you have to understand is just how huge it is, and how much 

water has been lost”, said Patrick Siptela, a design engineer with the 

Zambezi River Authority. 

It is now restricted to about a quarter of capacity, leading to frequent 

power outages across both countries, with many businesses relying on 

diesel generators for eight hours a day. About half of Zambia’s total 

electrical power comes from the Kariba dam, Siptela said. However, 

this key source of low-carbon power is susceptible to climate-driven 

impacts in the region. Records dating to 1960 show a warming trend 

of 0.34C per decade. This suggests the country has warmed by at least 

1.7C in 60 years. In tandem with this strong warming trend, average 

rainfall in Zambia has fallen by 2.3% per decade in the same period. 

The nature and timing of rainfall is also changing. After months of 

severe drought, recent torrential downpours have destroyed crops 

and infrastructure. Average rainfall in Zambia has fallen by 2.3% per 

decade since 1960. Zambia was also experiencing rapid deforestation 

of 276,000 hectares a year, Mwape Zulu said.  

Source:www.guardiian.com 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The kwacha traded weakly during the course of the week against major inter-

national currencies. Against the dollar, the local currency depreciated to close the 
day at 16.200/16.30. This rally was underpinned by inadequate inflows resulting 

from the reduction on the prices of copper as well as trade restriction in China 
resulting from the outbreak of covid-19. 
 
For the second week in a row, the money market saw easing liquidity conditions 

last week. Averaging ZMW 1, 364.73 million, last week’s level of money market 
liquidity was higher by 13% in comparison to the preceding week’s ZMW 1, 207.88 
million.  
Money market liquidity was particularly higher early in the week, buoyed by 

month-end recurrent government expenditure settled late a week earlier. Despite 
easing liquidity conditions, the O/N interbank rate remained above the 10.5-
12.5% policy corridor in 11 straight weeks. In fact, the O/N interbank rate ticked 

up by 1 basis point to an average of 12.56% from 12.55% the previous 

week. Source Zanaco weekly newsletter 
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DOC PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED 

The prices of day old chicks remained stable during the first 

week of March 2020. The prices still averages ZMK 5.90 per 

day old chick same price as obtained the past one month plus.  

The lowest chick on the market is still trading at ZMK5.5 and 

the highest is now ZMK6.00 per day old chicks, depending on 

location. The price reduction is due to promotions being 

undertaken by the hatcheries. There were no movements 

equally on the prices of pullets on the market which are also 

averaging ZMK10.25 per day old, with the highest being 

ZMK11.00 and the lowest is still selling at ZMK9.5 per day old 

chick. The graph captures the national average price trend for 

the day old broiler chicks. For the pullets, most of the bookings 

are open between March and March 2020 depending on the 

volumes and source. Check Figure 2 for the price trend, curtesy 

of PAZ 

 

 

The prices for the frozen chicken posted some minor 

movements during the second week of March 2020. The average 

price for the whole frozen chicken in Lusaka traded at about 

ZMK 30.49 per kg for the past one week. The chicken sizes are 

ranging between 1.3kg to 1.7kg in different stores. Please note 

that the prices are obtained from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, 

Melisa Supermarket, Chopies and Cheers Stores. Different 

outlets have different pricing models hence the figures displayed 

is an average price for all the sampled chainstores. It should also 

be noted that these are Lusaka prices only. For the price trend, 

check figure3 

 

 

The national average prices for the live chickens 

remained unchanged in the open markets for the first 

week of March 2020. There were equally no movements on 

prices for the x-layers as well as the free range. The 

national live broiler bird prices averaged ZMK46 same as 

the price obtained last week. The x-layers have also 

averaged ZMK 35.53 which is the same as the price 

obtained last week. Check figure 4. 

 

 

PRICE FOR POINT OF LAY STAYS FLAT 

The prices for the Point of Lay registered some upward movements during 

the first week of March 2020. The average price is still ranging between 

ZMK95 to ZMK100 per bird depending on the supplier. The price seems to be 

stable as the number of suppliers reduces on the local market. The sector is still 

being hit hard by the supply and rates of power, high prices of feed, transport 

among others. For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, 

cage price ranges between ZMK4, 100 to ZMK8, 000 depending on the 

capacity and also the sources of the cages. Much of the stock for pullets will be 

available between March and April 2020 from major suppliers. 
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The egg prices in the domestic market adjusted during the 

second week of March 2020. The retail prices in open markets 

ranges between ZMK29 to ZMK333. There has also been some 

noticeable change on the prices of pullet eggs and still trading 

between ZMK26 and ZMK27 per tray. Most farm gate prices 

average ZMK 29 per tray. Further, retail prices in some 

Chainstores have registered some movements, averaging 

between ZMK40 to ZMK43.99 per tray of 30 eggs depending 

on the supplier and packaging. The weakening local currency, 

inadequate increase in the prices of feed is having a greater 

impact on the profit margins for the farmers as the traders 

tend to take up much of the profits from the commodity. For 

the price trend, refer to figure 5 

 

. 

The national average prices for the poultry feed did not 

register any price movements during the course of week. Broiler 
starter is still traded at ZMK 343.03  per 50kg bag same as the 
price obtained last week. In some districts like mbala, Nakonde 
and chinsali , a bag of starter is now costing ZMK373. Broiler 
Grower Averages ZMK339.94 per 50 kg bag same price 
compared to last week. Broiler finisher also averages ZMK323 
per 50kg bag  same as obtained  last week. In the same vain, 
there were no price movements on the layer feed. The prices 
ranges from ZMK277.6 for pullet starter, ZMk242.44 for  
pullet grower, ZMk 243.13 for pullet developer and ZMK 
258.85 for layers mash. For those compunding their ownfeed, 
ingredients prices have been stable  as outlined in the graphs 
from 6 to 9 below: 
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL EGG PRICES ADJUSTS 
 

FEED PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED 
 

 
 



 

 
Note: All prices in this update are retail prices- for all your poultry information please visit the websit:www.paoz.org 

Disclaimer: No one is allowed to copy or reproduce this information in any form without express permission from PAZ 

 
 

ISSUE 10 

13TH MARCH 2020 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Note: All prices in this update are retail prices- for all your poultry information please visit the websit:www.paoz.org 

Disclaimer: No one is allowed to copy or reproduce this information in any form without express permission from PAZ 

 
 

ISSUE 10 

13TH MARCH 2020 

 
 
 
 

This poultry news has been sponsored by 

ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL 

MILLING, HYBRID POULTRY FARM 

ZAMBIA LIMITED,EGG TECH 

INCUBATORS, BUPO ANIMAL HEALTH 

BIMEDA AND YIELDING TREE 

 

 

The requirement for this sponsorship is 

ZMK 12,000 per year. The sponsor will 

have a free space to advertise on this 

poultry news every week for 52 weeks in a 

year. Advertising space is also available on 

our website. For terms and conditions 

please contact the Secretariat on 0211 

256354.  PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT WE 

CAN RUN ANY ADVERT BASED ON YOUR 

SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

 
 

 
 
 

Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member 
of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If not please visit 
PAZ Secretariat in the showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by 
the roundabout. Registration is free and make sure you 
obtain a membership card, and ensure that you come with 
a receipt of day old chick’s purchase to be registered. So 
the only requirement is a receipt showing you purchased 
day old chicks from PAZ affiliated Hatchery 

 

 

 
 

POULTRY TRAINING/ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 
NORTHERN, LUAPULA ANND MUCHINGA 

15th to 22nd March 2020 
 

POULTRY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS IN MUMBWA AND 
MONGU 

15TH TO 18TH MARCH 2020 
 

AGRITECH EXPO CHISAMBA 
1st to 4th April 2020 

UP-COMING EVENTS 

WOULD LIKE TO 

PARTNER? 

 

SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF 
ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 

 


