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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

CHINA’S POULTRY, EGGS SUPPLY UNDER PRESSURE AS 

FROZEN PORK, CHICKEN, BEEF PILE UP AT PORTS 

China’s supply of poultry and egg products may be hurt in the 

second and third quarter of 2020 as the country tackles the 
coronavirus outbreak, agriculture ministry official Yang Zhenhai 
said at a State Council briefing on Tuesday. China is the world’s 
second-largest poultry producer and has been ramping up output 
to fill a huge meat shortage after an African swine fever epidemic 
decimated its pig herd. Poultry prices have plunged in recent 
weeks and restrictions on moving livestock and extended 
holidays in many areas have paralysed the supply chain, leaving 
farmers stuck with large inventories of birds and eggs even as 
demand plunged as restaurants and canteens stay shut. 

Yang said that since the coronavirus outbreak, which has led to 
more than 1,800 deaths, live poultry markets have been closed, 
transport of baby and live poultry has been curtailed and 
slaughterhouses have been shut down. The loss of the entire 
poultry industry would be very serious. He said one company had 
reported losses of more than 100 million yuan (US$14.3 million), 
but did not give further details. “The loss of the entire poultry 
industry would be very serious,” Yang said. China’s agriculture 
and transport ministries have told local authorities to allow 
companies involved in feed-production and poultry-slaughtering 
to resume work as soon as possible and overcome disruptions 
caused by the coronavirus outbreak. The state planner has also 
sold 1.32 million tonnes of corn to feed-processing firms in 
southern provinces to ensure their raw material supply. 

Meanwhile, according to Bloomberg, thousands of containers of 
frozen pork, chicken and beef are also piling up at some of 
China’s major ports as transport disruptions and labour 
shortages slow operations, people familiar with the matter said. 
Deliveries are piling up at ports including Tianjin, Shanghai and 
Ningbo because there are not enough truck drivers to collect the 
containers due to travel restrictions around the country, 
according to the people, who asked not to be identified because 
they are not authorised to speak publicly. Ports are also starting 
to run out of electricity points to freeze the containers and some 
ships have been told to divert to other destinations in mainland 
China and Hong Kong, the people said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

China is a massive importer of meat from South America, Europe and also the 
United States, and has been boosting purchases to help ease shortages caused by 
African swine fever. The country increased imports of meat and offal by almost 50 
per cent in 2019 to a record of about 6.2 million tonnes, customs data showed. It 
remains unclear when port operations will return to normal as truck drivers 
returning from other cities are quarantined for 14 days and other transport 
restrictions on trucks remain in place, the people said. The government 
encouraged factories to ramp up production this week after extended New Year 
holidays. Outbreaks of the virus have infected more than 70,000 and killed over 
1,800 in China. More than 220 million migrant workers have also not returned on 
time and may travel in late February or March, Liu Xiaoming, the transport 
minister, said on Saturday. 

The office of the spokesman for the General Administration of Customs in Beijing 
did not answer phone calls seeking comment from Bloomberg. On Sunday, China 
also announced that it would remove the import ban on all US poultry 
products with its own farms under threat from the deadly H5N1 bird flu.Source: 
www.bloomberg.com 

LOCAL NEWS 
 

LOCAL CURRENCY MARKETS 
The Zambian Kwacha emerged stronger in yesterday’s trading session, 

albeit marginal as spurts of dollar flows from the corporates provided 
some buoyancy-cy. The currency pair opened trading at 
K14.6500/14.7000 per dollar and traded flat for most of the morning. But 
into noon, the kwacha notched up to K14.600/14.650 per dollar, levels it 
held onto until close of trading.  
 
We anticipate a firm local unit in today’s session as corporates are still 
likely to convert to meet month end kwacha obligations.  Liquidity in the 
local Money Markets decreased to K591.39 million from a previous close 
of K714.40 million demonstrating a fall in market liquidity levels. As a 
result, the volume of funds traded on the interbank dropped to K306.00 
million from a previous close of K439million. The weighted overnight 
lending rate was maintained at 12.50 percent: Source Zanaco Treasury News 

 

 
Source: Bank of Zambia Daily Rates 
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https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3043416/african-swine-fever-chinas-chicken-farmers-feeling-pinch-pork
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3051120/china-offer-trade-war-tariff-exemptions-700-us-farm-medical
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3050984/coronavirus-american-factories-china-unable-staff-production
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3050856/china-lifts-import-ban-live-poultry-us-bird-flu-threatens
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3050856/china-lifts-import-ban-live-poultry-us-bird-flu-threatens


DAY OLD CHICK PRICE REMAINS STABLE AS 

PROMOTION CONTINUES 

The prices of day old chicks remained stable during the third 

week of February 2020. The prices still averages ZMK 5.90 per 

day old chick same price as obtained the past one month plus.  

The lowest chick on the market is still trading at ZMK5.5 and 

the highest is now ZMK6.00 per day old chicks, depending on 

location. The price reduction is due to promotions being 

undertaken by the hatcheries. 

There were no movements equally on the prices of pullets on the 

market which are also averaging ZMK10.25 per day old, with the 

highest being ZMK11.00 and the lowest is still selling at ZMK9.5 

per day old chick. The graph captures the national average price 

trend for the day old broiler chicks. For the pullets, most of the 

bookings are open between February and March 2020 depending 

on the volumes and source. 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED  

The national average prices for the live chickens remained 

unchanged in the open markets for the third week of 

February 2020. There were equally no movements on prices 

for the x-layers as well as the free range. The national live 

broiler bird prices averaged ZMK46 same as the price 

obtained last week. The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 

35.53 which is the same as the price obtained last week.  

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 
 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED 

The prices for the frozen chicken remained unchanged for the third week of 

February 2020. The average price for the whole frozen chicken in Lusaka traded 

at about ZMK 27.39per kg for the past one week. The lowest price in some 

chainstores is still trading at ZMK24.99 per kg while the highest is trading at 

ZMK31per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging between 1.3kg to 1.7kg in different 

stores. 

 

Please note that the prices are obtained from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, 

Melisa Supermarket, Chopies and Cheers Stores. Different outlets have different 

pricing models hence the figures displayed is an average price for all the sampled 

chainstores. It should also be noted that these are Lusaka prices only. 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

 

AVERAGE PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED 

The prices for the Point of Lay registered some upward movements 

during the third week of February 2020. The average price is now 

ranging between ZMK95 to ZMK100 per bird depending on the 

supplier. It should be noted that the prices are leaning towards 

ZMK100 as the production costs increases due to a number of factors. 

Amongst the leading factors include the price of power, high prices of 

feed, transport among others. For the beginners who are interested in 

getting battery cages, cage price ranges between ZMK4, 100 to 

ZMK8, 000 depending on the capacity and also the sources of the 

cages. Much of the stock for pullets will be available between March 

and April 2020 from major suppliers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NATIONAL EGG PRICES MAINTAINS 

STABILITY 

The egg prices in the domestic market maintained price 

stability in the third week of February 2020. The retail 

prices in open markets ranges between ZMK28 to ZMK32. 

There has not been any noticeable change on the prices of 

pullet eggs and still trading between ZMK24 and ZMK25 

per tray.  

Most farm gate prices average ZMK 28 per tray. Further, 

retail prices in some Chainstores have also remained 

unchanged, averaging between ZMK33 to ZMK38 per tray 

of 30 eggs depending on the supplier and packaging. The 

increase in the prices of feed is having a greater impact on 

the profit margins for the farmers as the traders tend to take 

up much of the profits from the commodity. 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

 

FEED PRICES REGISTERS SOME MINOR 

MOVEMENTS 

The national average prices for the poultry feed 

registered some minor movements during the course of 
week. Broiler starter is now traded at ZMK 343.03  per 
50kg bag from ZMK 242.78 obtained last week. In some 
districts like kashikishi, lundazi and Mongu , a bag of 
starter is now costing ZMK370. Broiler Grower Averages 
ZMK339.94 per 50 kg bag same price compared with 
ZMK 337.94 as of last week. Broiler finisher now  
averages ZMK323 per 50kg bag  from ZMK 322.50 
obtained  last week.  
However there were no price movements on the layer 
feed. The prices ranges from ZMK277.6 for pullet starter, 
ZMk242.44 for  pullet grower, ZMk 243.13 for pullet 
developer and ZMK 258.85 for layers mash.  
For those compunding their ownfeed, ingredients prices 
have been stable  as outlined in the graphs below:  

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Note: All prices in this update are retail prices- for all your poultry information please visit the websit:www.paoz.org 

Disclaimer: No one is allowed to copy or reproduce this information in any form without express permission from PAZ 

 

SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS 
This poultry news has been sponsored by ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING  FARM SELECT 

PULLET REARERS., HYBRID POULTRY FARM ZAMBIA LIMITED,EGG TECH INCUBATORS, BUPO ANIMAL 

HEALTH AND BIMEDA 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space to advertise on 

this poultry news every week for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available on our website. For terms 

and conditions please contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY 

ADVERT BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If not please 

visit PAZ Secretariat in the showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. Registration is free and make sure 
you obtain a membership card, and ensure that you come with a receipt of day old chick’s purchase to be 
registered. So the only requirement is a receipt showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ affiliated 

Hatchery 
 
 

 

28TH FEBRUARY 2020 
POULTRY TRAINING 

CHIRUNDU 
ROSS BREEDERS 

 

ADVERTISING SPACE 
 

 

 

Payless For the Chick That Pays You More 

Hatchery: 0964533426 

Marketing 

Head Office - 0971252593 

Lusaka - 0960283016 

Copperbelt – 0960282982 

 

 

UP-COMING EVENTS 
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