
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 
MAIZE PRICES UP DESPITE EASING OF 

IMPORTS 

By: FE Bureau, India 

Market watchers said non-GM maize is not available from most 

producing countries, except Ukraine. The government in June this 

year allowed the import of 1,000,000 tonne of maize (non-

genetically-modified) at 15% concessional duty. The government’s 

decision to ease the import of non-GM maize only at lower duty for 

feed use has little impact on the domestic prices even as new kharif 

crop has arrived. Average mandi rate for maize is ruling 4.7% above 

its minimum support price (MSP). The government has estimated 

kharif maize output at 19.89 million tonne in 2019-20, nearly 5% 

higher than last season. 

Market watchers said non-GM maize is not available from most 

producing countries, except Ukraine. “Normally, prices were down 

in mandis when arrivals of new crop start. But this year, maize 

rates may not come down in near future since there is no significant 

increase in production,” said an industry expert. 

Last kharif, the production of kharif maize was 19.04 million tonne, 

which is nearly 2.5 million tonne lower than the initial estimate 

after fall armyworm pest damaged maize crop across the country. 

As a result of the attack, the average mandi prices started rising 

from February 2019 and sky-rocketed to Rs 1,882/quintal in July 

from Rs 1,315/quintal during October 2018. This year, average 

mandi prices were Rs1,842/quintal during October 1-30. It may be 

because arrivals are 52% less year-on-year, according to agmarknet 

portal. 

“Thankfully, fall armyworm did not appear as there were continuous 

rains until September. This is a very dangerous pest as once it goes 

inside the maize, no pesticide will be able to kill it,” said Bhagirath 

Choudhary, founder-director of the New Delhi-based South Asia 

Biotechnology Centre. Farmers were receptive to the idea of growing 

maize this year as prices were high during sowing season, said 

Choudhary, who has been working among farmers in Rajasthan, 

Haryana and West Bengal. 

The government in June this year allowed the import of 1,000,000 

tonne of maize (non-genetically-modified) at 15% concessional duty. 

The normal import duty on maize is 60%. While Nafed was able to 

bring the allotted 50,000 tonne, MMTC could not bring any from its 

quota of same quantity, sources said. A month later, the 

government allowed import of additional 4,000,000 tonne 

(2,000,000 tonne each to Nafed and MMTC) at 15% duty.  

Prior to this, India had allowed import of 2,250,000 tonne of maize 

at zero duty in 2016. “When there is no restriction on the import of 

soyabean oil on the basis of GM or non-GM, there should not be 

such a rule for maize when it is only for feed use,” a poultry 

industry expert said.  

Currently, 60% of the maize output goes to poultry and feed, while 

about 20% consumed by starch manufacturers and the rest 20% for 

human consumpti: www.financialexpress.com/economy/maize-price 
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ZAMBIA'S KWACHA WEAKENS-NOVEMBER 2019 
The Zambian kwacha traded weaker on Thursday on the 

back of an uptick in appetite for dollars from both retail 

importers and players on the intermarket. At the sound of 

closing bell, commercial banks quoted the kwacha at k 13.3 

/14.35 per dollar, down 50 ngwee from the Wednesdays 

close f k13.25/13.30 per dollar.  

 

As the week winds up, the market players market players 

still eye a moderately weak Kwacha as supply remain 

subdued against a resuscitated demand. Liquidity in the 

local money markets increased to K795.30 million from a 

previous close of K529 million. The volume of funds traded 

on the inter-bank market rose to K632 million from a 

previous close of K467 million. The overnight interbank 

lending rate traded at 10.62%. Source Zanaco Treasury 

News 

 

 
Source: Bank of Zambia 
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PRICES FOR THE DOCS ADJUSTS UPWARDS  
The prices of day old chicks adjust upwards during the course of the 

week. The prices now average zmk 6.66 per day old chick up from 

ZMK6.58 obtained the past four weeks. The lowest chick on the market 

is still trading at ZMK6.50 and the highest is now ZMK7.2 per day old 

chicks, depending on location. The upward adjustment observed in the 

market resulted from the increase in the number of hours of load 

shedding and the weakened kwacha. There were some movements 

equally on the prices of pullets on the market which are also trading at 

ZMK10.25, with the highest being ZMK11.00, down from ZM 11.30 

per day old chick and the lowest is still selling at ZMK9.5. The graph 

captures the national average price trend for the day old broiler chicks. 

For the pullets, most of the bookings are open between November and 

December 2019. 

 
Source: PAZ 

 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED IN THE OPEN MARKET  
The national average prices for the live chickens remained 

unchanged in the open markets for the fourth week of October 

2019. There were some minor price movements recorded in x-

layers as well as the free range 

 

The national live broiler bird prices averaged ZMK 46 same as the 

price obtained last week. 

The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 35.53 which is the same as 

the price obtained last week. However the prices for the free range 

chickens averaged ZMK72.47 up from ZMK 72.33 recorded last 

week 

Source: Poultry 

Association of Zambia 

 

 



WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED 
The prices for the frozen chicken remained unchanged for the fourth 

week of  October 2019 and the begining of november 2019. The 

average price for the whole frozen chicken in Lusaka traded at about 

ZMK 27.39per kg for the past one week.  

 

This is the same price as obtained during the second week of the month. 

The lowest price in some chainstores is still trading at ZMK24.99 per kg 

while the highest is trading at ZMK31per kg. The chicken sizes are 

ranging between 1.3kg to 1.7kg in different stores. 

 

Please note that the prices are obtained from Pick n Pay, Shoprite, 

Zambeef, Melisa Supermarket, Chopies and Cheers Stores. Different 

outlets have different pricing models hence the figures displayed is an 

average price for all the sampled chainstores. It should also be noted that 

these are Lusaka prices only. 

 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

 

 

AVARAGE PRICES FOR THE POINT OF LAY REGISTERS SOME UPWARDS MOVEMENTS 
The prices for the point of remained unchanged during the course of the week. 

The average price is still ranging between ZMK80 to ZMK90 per bird 

depending on the supplier. It should be noted that the prices are leaning 

towards ZMK85 as the cheaper birds are being depleted. 

Some of the major suppliers of point of lay include but not limited to the 

following companies: 

Yielding Tree, Great Gowen, Base Farms, Cholimba and Crowin  

For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage price 

ranges between ZMK3,900 to ZMK8000 depending on the capacity and also 

the sources of the cages.  

 

NATIONAL RETAIL AVARAGE EGG PRICES MAINTAINS THE PRICE STABILITY 
The egg prices in the domestic market maintained price stability in the 

fourth week of October 2019. The retail prices in open markets ranges 

between ZMK28 to ZMK29. There has not been any noticeable change 

on the prices of pullet eggs and still trading between ZMK23 and 

ZMK24 per tray. Most farm gate prices average ZMK 27 per tray 

Further, retail prices in some Chainstores have also remained 

unchanged, averaging between ZMK32 to ZMK35 per tray of 30 eggs 

depending on the supplier and packaging. The increase in the prices of 
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feed is having a greater impact on the profit margins for the farmers as 

the traders tend to take up much of the profits from the commodity. 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AVARAGE STOCK FEED PRICES  REMAINED UNCHANGED 

 
The national average prices for broiler and layer feeds remained 
unchanged during the course of week. Broiler starter still traded at 
ZMK 300.54 per 50kg bag the same price obtained last week. In 
some districts like kasama, nakonde,Mwinilunga , a bag of starter is 
now costing ZMK330. 
 
Broiler Grower avarages ZMK283 per 50 kg bag same price as last 
week. Broiler finisher also averages ZMK281 which is the same 
price as obtained last week 
 
In the same vein, there were no price movements on the layer feed. 
For those compunding their ownfeed, ingredients prices have also 
been going up with maize bran, sunflower cake, soyacake as well as 
fishmeal registered some increaments.  
 
Note that there seem to be some price stability in the feed market 
hoping that this will continue in the next few months. 
 

 
 

 



 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

 

 
 
 
SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS 
This poultry news has been sponsored by ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING  and  FARM SELECT PULLET 

REARERS. 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space to advertise on this poultry 

news every week for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available on our website. For terms and conditions please 

contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT BASED ON YOUR 

SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If not please visit PAZ 
Secretariat in the show grounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. Registration is free and make sure you obtain a 

membership card, and ensure that you come with a receipt of day old chick’s purchase to be registered. So the only requirement 
is a receipt showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ affiliated Hatchery 

 
 

 

 

POULTRY TRAINING IN CHIBOMBO 
Date and Venue will be communicated 

 

 
PUT THAT ADVERT HERE 

ADVERTISING SPACE 

 

Payless For The Chick That Pays You More 

Hatchery: 0964533426 

UP-COMING EVENTS 



Marketing 

Head Office - 0971252593 

Lusaka - 0960283016 

Copperbelt – 0960282982 

 



 



 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We Manufacture: 



 
Note: All prices in this update are retail prices- for all your poultry information please visit the websit:www.paoz.org 

Disclaimer: No one is allowed to copy or reproduce this information in any form without express permission from PAZ 

 

 


