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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

SA’S POULTRY PRODUCERS CRY FOWL 

SA’s poultry industry is locked into something of a chicken-or-egg conundrum: is the country a net importer of poultry because local producers are 
inefficient, or have foreign imports rendered them unable to meet demand? It’s a perennial debate that resurfaced earlier this year, when the SA Poultry 
Association (Sapa), representing large listed producers such as Astral Foods and RCL Foods, applied to the International Trade Administration Commission 
of SA (Itac) for a tariff increase. It asked that tariffs be increased to 82% — the maximum allowed under World Trade Organisation rules — from the 
current 37% for frozen bone-in pieces and 12% for frozen boneless cuts. The application was prompted by a widening gap between consumption and local 
production and by steadily increasing imports. According to a recent report from business advisory FTI Consulting, chicken imports doubled between 2010 
and 2018. Over much the same period, there has been little increase in local output, says Catherine Grant Makokera, a director at Tutwa Consulting 
Group. 

The result is that SA producers currently meet only about 70% of local demand, says the Association of Meat Importers & Exporters (AMIE). The rest is 
satisfied through imports — about 540,000t of chicken last year, by Sapa estimates, more than 60% of it from Brazil. Sapa general manager Izaak 
Breitenbach believes the tariff increase is necessary because a previous application to Itac underestimated the scale of unfair trade practices. That there are 
already duties on imports — R9.40 a kg on US imports for "dumping" (selling for less than production cost), and a 35.3% "safeguard duty" against EU 
bone-in chicken — "illustrates without doubt that the department of trade & industry (DTI) has established that there is dumping and unfair trade … that 
negatively affects local producers", he says. "Tariffs won’t solve the whole problem, but they will discourage the volume of imports, which will give the 
local industry the opportunity to regain some of the lost market share, and encourage investment in growth and expansion." He believes the issue is not 
about an inefficient local industry — local producers are "globally competitive" despite lower input costs in countries such as the US and Brazil, and state 
subsidies in those countries and the EU. It’s about there not being a level playing field if foreign products are dumped. 

While Grant Makokera agrees that imports prejudice local producers if they enter markets on unfair terms, she says it is "pretty rare, and SA has systems in 
place to protect local producers if necessary". She attributes lacklustre growth in the local poultry sector over the past decade to local producers having 
decided to invest in brining machinery and focus on profit margins available for brown meat and brined frozen pieces. "This restricted the competitiveness 
of SA poultry producers in potential export markets where brining is not accepted," she says, including a number of neighbouring countries. For Unati 
Speirs, chair of Emerging Black Importers & Exporters SA, the idea that imports hurt local producers is simply "not true". "In 2018, some local producers 
posted bumper profits of more than R1.4bn for the year. This perception is being created in order to drive further protection for local producers in an 
already concentrated and untransformed market," says Speirs. There does seem to be some consensus on the tariff increase being a bad idea. The AMIE 
argues that it could hike chicken prices by 32%. It says South Africans’ access to a prime source of protein must outweigh the factional interests of some 
poultry producers. 

Grant Makokera similarly says "it would be detrimental to consumers and downstream producers of processed products if the price of imports was 
increased significantly". And it’s unlikely to make much difference in building productive capacity. "The local industry has received significant trade 
protection over many years and this has not [resulted in] any increases in the levels of production or diversification of the industry," she says. It’s a point 
reinforced by FTI Consulting, whose own projections suggest "a further increase in tariffs will have a limited impact and come at a cost to the economy". 
Inevitably, the government has been thrust into the centre of the controversy. Trade & industry minister Ebrahim Patel, his deputy Nomalungelo Gina, and 
the minister of agriculture, land reform & rural development, Thoko Didiza, recently met local poultry producers and importers to map out a growth 
strategy for the sector. And the DTI is working on a poultry master plan to reinvigorate the industry. It’s expected that building export capacity will form 
one of the pillars of that plan. "We need to find a road to a more competitive, inclusive industry employing more South Africans," says Patel. "There are 
opportunities for us to sell more chicken meat in other parts of the world, increase our capacity and bring down prices for local consumers." While Sapa 
has "identified exports as an opportunity", Breitenbach is cautious. He says a number of African countries protect their own industries by banning .imports, 
while countries such as the US, Brazil and those in the EU exclude SA imports on health grounds. "So you have to ask yourself what the real potential for 
exports to those territories is," he says. Source: https://www.businesslive.co.za/fm/features/2019-09-19-sas-poultry-producers-cry-fowl 

LOCAL NEWS 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE AFRICAN CONTINETAL FREE TRADE AREA 
COMMENCES 
The preparations for the implementation of the african continental free trade area commences with the development of the 
tarif phased down schedule. The Ministry of Commerce Trade and Industry (MCTI) this week organised a stakeholders 
meeting to look at product line which should be included in the tarif phase down schedule based on the most favored nation 
schedule. This process involved identification of products that would be liberalised once the actual implementation of the 
FTA comes into act and those which would fall under senstive and exclusion lists. The products which will fall under the 
senstive before being imported based on revenue sentive and industry status while exclustion lists will be products which 
the country would not allow to be imported based on a number of factors among them included the infancy nature of the 
industry,  
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The stakeholders include heads of the private sector asociations and the civil societies workin on trade issues. The poultry 
association of zambia including the daily Association, the zambia national farmers union and the cotton association of 
zambia were in attendancy. This statekholder meeting is the first of many meetings to be held with the private sector before 
the scheduled are agreed upon. The over arching aim  of the african continental free trade areas with respect to goods 
includes progresive elimination of tarrifs , progresive removal of non tariff barriers, enhancing the efficiency of customs, 
trade facilitation and transit, cooperation on technical barriers to trade and sanitary and phytosanitary value chains as well 
as socio-economic development, diversification and industrialisation across africa among others. A total of 44 of 55 states 
signed the consolidated text of the AfCFTA agreement at the summit in kigali. 

 
ZAMBIA'S KWACHA REMAINS STABLE IN SEPTEMBER 2019 

In the Thursday’s trading session, the local unit 
traded relatively flat against the US dollar. The local 
unit opened the market trading at 
K13.180/K13.230 per dollar.  
 
Despite increased activity on the inter-bank, the 
Zambian Kwacha held firm against the greenback to 
close the session at the same levels it opened.  
 
The Kwacha is expected to remain firm supported 
by corporates as they meet their monthly obligations 
in the coming week.  
 
Liquidity in the local money markets decreased to 
K1, 091.82million from a previous close of K1, 
428.88 million. The volume of funds traded on the 
interbank dropped to K260.00 million from 
K340.00million. The overnight interbank lending 
rate traded at 11.24%. Source Zanaco Treasury 
News 
 

 
Source: Bank of Zambia 
 
 

PRICES FOR THE DOCs REMAINs UNCHANGED  
The prices of day old remained unchanged for the 

month of September 2019. The average prices averaged 

ZMK6.52. The lowest chick on the market is trading at 

ZMK6.50 and the highest is ZMK6.80 per day old 

chicks, depending on location 

There are no movements equally on the prices of pullets 

on the market which are also trading at ZMK10.24, 

with the highest being ZMK11.30 and the lowest 

selling at ZMK9.5. The graph captures the national 

average price trend for the day old broiler chicks. For 

the pullets, most of the bookings are open between 

November and December 2019. 

 

 



Poultry Association of Zambia weekly news Letter Page 3 
 

 
Source: PAZ 

 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REGISTERED SOME UPWARD MOVEMENTS  
The national average prices for the live chickens registered 

some upward price movements in the live bird market for the 

third week of September 2019. There were some minor price 

movements recorded in the broiler, x-layers as well as the free 

range 

 

The national live broiler bird prices averaged ZMK 45.87 up 

from ZMK 45.20 recorded in the second week of September 

2019. 

The x-layers have also averaged ZMK 35.53 up from 

ZMK34.44 recorded in the second week of September 2019. 

The prices for the free range chickens averaged ZMK71.83 up 

from ZMK 71.70 recorded last week 

 

 

 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 
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WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED 
The prices for the frozen chicken remained unchanged 

for the month of september 2019. The average price for 

the whole frozen chicken in Lusaka traded at about ZMK 

27.39per kg for the past one week.  

 

This is the same price as obtained during the first week 

of the month. The lowest price in some chainstores is 

still trading at ZMK24.99 per kg while the highest is 

trading at ZMK31per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging 

between 1.3kg to 1.7kg in different stores. 

 

Please note that the prices are obtained from Pick n Pay, 

Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa Supermarket, Chopies and 

Cheers Stores. Different outlets have different pricing 

models hence the figures displayed is an average price 

for all the sampled chainstores. It should also be noted 

that these are Lusaka prices only. 

 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

 

AVARAGE PRICES FOR THE POINT OF LAY REMAINS UNCHANGED 
The prices for the point of remained unchanged during the 

course of the week. The average price is still ranging between 

ZMK65 to ZMK80 per bird depending on the supplier. It 

should be noted that the prices are leaning towards ZMK80 

as the cheaper birds are being depleted. 

Some of the major suppliers of point of lay include but not 

limited to the following companies: 

Yielding Tree, Great Gowen, Base Farms, Cholimba, Crowin 

and Zambeef among others. 

For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, 

cage price ranges between ZMK3,700 to ZMK8000 

depending on the capacity and also the sources of the cages.  

 

 

 

NATIONAL RETAIL AVARAGE EGG PRICES MAINTAINS THE PRICE STABILITY 
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The egg prices in the domestic market maintained price 

stability in the third week of September 2019. The retail 

prices in open markets ranges between ZMK27 to 

ZMK29. There has not been any noticeable change on 

the prices of pullet eggs and still trading between 

ZMK23 and ZMK24 per tray.  

Further, retail prices in some Chainstores have also 

remained unchanged, averaging between ZMK32 to 

ZMK35 per tray of 30 eggs depending on the supplier 

and packaging.  

The increase in the prices of feed is having a greater 

impact on the profit margins for the farmers as the 

traders tend to take up much of the profits from the 

commodity. 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 
 

AVARAGE STOCK FEED PRICES  REMAINED UNCHANGED 

 
The national average prices for broiler and layer 
feeds remained unchanged during the course of 
week. Broiler starter still traded at ZMK 300.54 per 
50kg bag the same price obtained last week. In some 
districts like kasama, a bag of starter is now costing 
ZMK330. 
 
Broiler Grower avarages at ZMK283 same price as 
last week. Broiler finisher also averages ZMK281 
compared with the prices obtained last week. 
 
In the same vein, there were no price movements on 
the layer feed. For those compunding their ownfeed, 
ingredients prices have also been going up with 
maize bran, sunflower cake, soyacake as well as 
fishmeal registered some increaments.  
 
Note that there seem to be some price stability in the 
feed market hoping that this will continue in the 
next few months. 
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS 
This poultry news has been sponsored by ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING  and BASE FARMS 

PULLET REARERS. 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space to advertise on 

this poultry news every week for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available on our website. For terms 

and conditions please contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY 

ADVERT BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING. 

POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If not please 

visit PAZ Secretariat in the showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. Registration is free and make sure 
you obtain a membership card, and ensure that you come with a receipt of day old chick’s purchase to be 
registered. So the only requirement is a receipt showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ affiliated 

Hatchery 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

UP-COMING EVENTS 
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PUT THAT ADVERT HERE 

ADVERTISING SPACE 

 

Payless For The Chick That Pays You More 

Hatchery: 0964533426 

Marketing 

Head Office - 0971252593 

Lusaka - 0960283016 

Copperbelt – 0960282982 
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