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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

CULLING OF MALE CHICKS: A WIDESPREAD AND CONTROVERSIAL PRACTICE 
Paris (AFP) - The systematic eradication of male chicks is a common practice in the poultry industry, which says it is the only viable option 
for birds that have no economic value. But the culling, which were upheld by a German court on Thursday, have long been denounced as 
inhumane and ethically unacceptable by animal rights activists. Egg production requires the hatching of millions of chicks every year, with 
the females sold to be raised and exploited by either individual farmers or commercial poultry farms. Adult roosters, however, produce no 
eggs and develop far less meat than the so-called "broilers" bred especially for eating. As a result, producers say the male chicks aren't worth 
the cost of raising to adults. But currently a chick's sex cannot be determined while still in the egg without invasive testing that is both 
time-consuming and often results in damage or death to the embryo. 

After hatching, male chicks are separated from the females, and then mechanically shredded or crushed, or else suffocated by carbon 
dioxide. Often their remains are used as animal feed. An EU directive from 2009, for example, authorises shredding as long as it causes 
"immediate" death for chicks less than 72 hours old. It is not the only agriculture industry that culls by sex: Female ducklings produced on 
farms making foie grass pate, for example, are usually killed because only bigger males are fattened for slaughter. 

The two main alternatives to industrial culling are to raise the male chicks as usual, or try to determine the sex of chicks while still in the 
egg, so they can be killed before hatching. But poultry farmers are loath to start using chicken breeds suitable for both egg-laying and meat 
production. "They would reduce egg production and therefore increase costs, something that consumers won't accept," according to the 
French poultry farmers' union (SNA). France's ITAVI technical institute for poultry farming says researchers in several countries are 
actively trying to develop in-the-shell alternatives for sex identification. "These methods will need to be reliable and not interfere with 
hatching rates before they can be introduced on an industrial scale," it said. Gerald Steiner, an analytical chemist from Dresden University in 
Germany, has developed a spectroscopic method that analyses an embryo's blood vessels to determine the sex of chicks. 

And in the Netherlands, a start-up analyses hormones in the egg white to identify the chick's sex. But both methods involve making a tiny 
hole in the shell, which then has to be plastered. American researchers are also looking for solutions, with the United Egg Producers trade 
group saying in 2016 it hoped to eliminate the culling of male chicks "by 2020 or as soon as it is commercially and economically feasible". In 
France, the government partnered with electronics firm Tronico in 2017 to develop a way of identifying chicks' sex by analysing the 
transparency of the egg. But the agriculture ministry has said the method is "still experimental" and "not 100% reliable", while vowing "firm 
measures" later this year on ensuring animal welfare, including the shredding of male chicks. "The day a company brings out a viable, large-
scale method, obviously the hatching firms will want it," the SNA said. Source: https://news.yahoo.com/culling-male-chicks-widespread-controversial-
practice-140137059.html 

LOCAL NEWS 

POULTRY RESERVATION SCHEME SI No 1 OF 2017- MAKES IT MANDATORY TO BELONG TO PAZ 
The Citizen Economic Empowerment Commission (CEEC) under the provision of section 21(1) and (2) of the CEEC Act No 9 
of 2006 is undertaking activities that will lead to increased investment opportunities for the targeted citizens, including 
other measure, to identify, propose and gazette areas of commerce, trade and industry to be reserved for investments by the 
targeted citizens, citizen influenced, empowered and owned companies. Following the recommendations to Cabinet by 
CEEC through the ministry of Commerce, Trade and Industry (MCTI), His Excellence, the President of the republic of 
Zambia, Mr. Edgar Chagwa Lungu, signed the statutory instrument (SI) No1 of 2017.  
 
The SI stipulates among other things, that the sale of live bird in a market or any other place designated under the written 
law is reserved for the targeted citizen, citizen influenced companies, citizen empowered companies and citizen owned 
companies. A compliance committee has since been set up to ensure that implementation of the SI becomes a reality. A 
number of measurer have been proposed that will effectively culminate into a proper enforcement of this piece of 
regulation.  Some of the interventions include farmer and trader registration etc. The communication has been made to PAZ 
by the Citizen Economic Empowerment to make it mandatory for anyone trading in poultry to be belong to the Poultry 
Association of Zambia. This is aimed at making it easier to implement the poultry reservation scheme. Members and current 
non-members of the Poultry Association of Zambia are being encouraged to visit the secretariat or district chapter to have 
their names registered with the association. The law has made it mandatory for anyone trading in poultry to be a member of 
the association 
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ZAMBIA'S KWACHA REMAIN STABLE IN JUNE 2019 
The Kwacha maintains its strength against 
major trading currencies averaging 
K13.200/K13.250 per dollar. The local unit 
maintained the bullish tone set earlier in 
the week supported by USD in-flows from 
corporates settling statutory obligations in 
part. The Kwacha closed the market at 
K13.075/K13.125 per dollar.  it is expected 
that the local currency will trade range 
bound and remain on the front foot against 
the US dollar.  Liquidity in the local money 
markets increased to K802.39 million from 
a previous close of K706.12 million. The 
volume of funds traded on the inter-bank 
also increased to K575.50 million from a 
previous close of K537.50 mil-lion. The 
overnight interbank lending rate traded at 
10.23 percent and is expected to trade 
above 10 percent in the short term 

 

 
Source: Bank of Zambia 
 

PRICES FOR THE DOCS REMAIND UNCHANGED  
The prices of day old remained unchanged for the 

second week of June 2019 

The average prices averaged ZMK5.82. The lowest 

chick on the market is trading at ZMK5.8 and the 

highest is ZMK6.50 per day old chicks, depending on 

location 

There are no movements equally on the prices of pullets 

which are also trading at ZMK10.24, with the highest 

being ZMK11.5 and the lowest selling at ZMK9.5  

The graph captures the national average price trend for 

the day old broiler chicks. For the pullets, most of the 

bookings are open between May and June 2019. 
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Source: PAZ 

 

LIVE CHICKEN PRICES REMAIN unchanged  
The national average prices for the live chickens remained 

unchanged for the second week of June 2019. This is despite 

the increases being observed of the key inputs such as feed, 

vaccines and energy 

 

The national live broiler bird prices averaged ZMK36.87 and 

now trading at ZMK 36.88 

The x-layers have not recorded any adjustments from the 

prices obtained in May 2019. The price is still averaging ZMK 

38.54 which is the same price as for the previous month.  

The prices for the free range chickens averaged ZMK 60.045 

in the month of May and now records and upward movement 

to ZMK60.14 at the beginning of June 2019 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED 
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The prices for the frozen chicken remained unchanged 

for the second week owing to high price of inputs. The 

average price for the whole frozen chicken in Lusaka is 

still trading at about ZMK 27 per kg. The lowest price in 

some chainstores is still trading at ZMK25.99 per kg 

while the highest is trading at ZMK28per kg. The 

chicken sizes are ranging between 1.3kg to 1.7kg in 

different stores. 

 

Please note that the prices are obtained from Pick n Pay, 

Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa supermarket and Cheers 

Stores. Different outlets have different pricing models 

hence the figures displayed is an average price for all the 

sampled chainstores. It should also be noted that these 

are Lusaka prices only. 

 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

 

AVARAGE PRICES FOR THE POINT OF LAY REMAINS UNCHANGED 
The prices for the point of lay registered no movements 

during the course of the week. The average price is still 

ranging between ZMK65 to ZMK84 per bird depending on 

the supplier.   

Some of the major suppliers of point of lay include but not 

limited to the following companies 

Yielding Tree, Great Gowen, Base Farms, Cholimba, and 

Zambeef among others. 

For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, 

cage price ranges between ZMK2700 to ZMK8000 

depending on the capacity and also the sources of the cages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL RETAIL AVERAGE EGG REMAINS UNCHANGED FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 2019  

 

 

https://www.google.co.zm/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjg57PkjerTAhUG1xoKHRldDX4QjRwIBw&url=http://polleriacharo.com/&psig=AFQjCNFPKrLAY6nqLfGqCxLg1y492V4PfQ&ust=1494669626917237
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The egg prices in the domestic market remained 

unchanged in the month of June 2019. The retail prices 

in open markets ranges between ZMK27 to ZMK29. 

There has been a noticeable change on the prices of 

pullet eggs which are now trading between ZMK20 

and ZMK22 per tray.  

For the month of June 2019 the prices have started on a 

high note averaging ZMK26.52 and 28.45 for farm 

gate and retail prices respectively. Further, retail prices 

in some Chainstores have also remained unchanged, 

averaging between ZMK32 to ZMK35 per tray of 30 

eggs depending on the supplier and packaging.  

 

Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 
 

 

 

AVARAGE STOCK FEED PRICES  POSTS SOME SLIGHT CHANGES IN THE MONTH OF JUNE 2019 
The national average prices for broiler and layer 
feeds posted some slight changes during of the 
second week of June2019. Broiler starter trades on 
avarage price of ZMK257.91 within the course of 
the week. In some districts like kasama, a bag of 
broiler starter is now costing ZMK300 per 50kg bag. 
 
Broiler Grower avarages at ZMK248.44 in June 
compared with  ZMK 242.09 at the beginning of the 
month of May 2019. Broiler finisher averages 
ZMK238.71 in June 2019 compared with  ZMK 
242.56 at the beginning of the May. This represents 
a 1.61% incriment. 
 
In the sameway, the layer feed prices have been 
adjusted upwards. For those compunding their 
ownfeed, ingredients prices have also been going up 
with maize bran, sunflower cake, soyacake as well 
as fishmeal registered some slightly increaments. 
The price increase on layer feed avaragers 2% . Note 
that the increase witnessed this week is a s a result of 
the devaluation of the local currency, a factor which 
has affected the price of soyacake and imported 
micro-packs 
 

 

 



Poultry Association of Zambia weekly Newsletter Page 6 
 

 

 

 

 



Poultry Association of Zambia weekly Newsletter Page 7 
 

 
 

SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS 
This poultry news has been sponsored by ZAMHATCH, TIGER CHICKS, NATIONAL MILLING  and BASE FARMS 

PULLET REARERS. 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space to advertise on 

this poultry news every week for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available on our website. For terms 

and conditions please contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY 

ADVERT BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING.   

POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 
Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member of the Poultry Association of Zambia? If not please 

visit PAZ Secretariat in the showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. Registration is free and make sure 
you obtain a membership card, and ensure that you come with a receipt of day old chick’s purchase to be 
registered. So the only requirement is a receipt showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ affiliated 

Hatchery 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUT THAT ADVERT HERE 

UP-COMING EVENTS 
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ADVERTISING SPACE 

 

Payless For The Chick That Pays You More 

Hatchery: 0964533426 

Marketing 

Head Office - 0971252593 

Lusaka - 0960283016 

Copperbelt – 0960282982 
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