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The Ministry of Agriculture has announced putting into effect a law that bars the transport or sale of live birds or poultry. 
Enforcing the 2009 law aims to combat environmental pollution and prevents the spread of diseases like bird flu (H5N1). 
The World Health Organization (WHO) identifies the H5N1 as a type of influenza virus that can cause disease in humans 
ranging from a mild illness to death. The law also bars transporting or selling waste from infected farms. 

Deputy Minister of Agriculture for livestock and poultry production Mona Mahrez said in press remarks that the law, 
which has been around for around nine years, addresses all the details regarding poultry and live birds trade, including the 
related environmental and health concerns. Mahrez added that the law prohibits poultry shop owners to sell live birds; it 
also requires them to refrigerate their meat products. A draft law was proposed by former president Hosni Mubarak in 
2007 to bar trade and transport of live birds to contribute in preventing the spread of the H5N1 bird flu. Violators 
according to the 2007 draft law could face a 6-month jail term and a fine of up to 10,000 Egyptian pounds. Moreover, the 
law stipulates that poultry should only be transported to licensed slaughterhouses after traders get licensed after veterinary 
inspections. This is a necessary step before offering the products at shops. Although the law was in effect in 2009 and 2010, 
it has not been enforced since due to the security unrest that hit Egypt following the January 25, 2011 revolution. 

The first phase of the law will include banning the trade of live poultry and bids in Cairo and Giza, which according to 
Mehrez consume around 30% of the country’s poultry consumption. It will then be implemented in Alexandria and other 
governorates after the first stage is complete. “Egypt has a sufficient number of slaughterhouses, which currently operate at 
only 10 percent of their total capacity,” Mehrez added. The ministry will also ink a cooperation protocol with the Fund for 
SMEs Development to provide poultry shop owners with soft loans to purchase the necessary equipment and refrigerators 
for the implementation of the law. For his part, head of the General Federation of Poultry (GFP) Nabil Darwish, has affirmed 
that the legislation will help Egypt eliminate the spread of bird flu, pointing out that it will also create new job 
opportunities. Darwish referred to a number of procedures and steps that will precede the implementation of the law, 
including the provision of refrigerators, ensuring that birds are being slaughtered at licensed slaughterhouses and finding 
solutions for poulterer who might get affected by the decision. The GFP head told Al-Masry Al-Youm in an interview that 
the law also seeks to balance prices of the poultry market through balancing production and marketing costs with the final 
price. The law, according to Darwish, also reduces the risk of selling poultry by converting it to a sustainable product for 
the greater good of the public. 

He pointed out that the way poultry industry and business is being done in the country does not comply with biosecurity 
preventive measures, which were designed to reduce the risk of transmission of infectious diseases in crops, livestock and 
quarantined pests. Recently, widespread H5N1 infections in poultry and a substantial increase in the number of human 
cases of H5N1 infection were observed, according to the U.S. National Library of Medicine. Head of the Veterinary Medicine 
Directorate, Dr. Ashraf Tawfik, said the directorate, along with the health ministry, is collaborating with the security 
directorate to set security checkpoints to monitor any attempts to illegally trade poultry. He added that inspection and 
awareness campaigns will be organized to ensure effective implementation to the law. 

An unprecedented increase in the number of human infections with the avian influenza virus was observed in Egypt during 
the 2014–15 winter season; WHO reported that 31 cases were confirmed in 2014, of which 27 were in persons infected as 
of September. For his part, MP Ihab Ghatati demanded the government to cancel the anticipated law and set a plan to 
develop poultry industry in Egypt. “This decision would benefit a small group of companies that have big abattoirs,” Ghatati 
stressed. “Instead, the government should’ve set a new strategy to develop this industry and poultry shops and then launch a 
campaign to change the taste of consumers… people do not trust slaughtered chicken, they got used to seeing the bird alive 
before slaughtering it.” He also pointed out that poultry is the main industry in some governorates, such as Faiyum and 
Qalyubia, and that banning birds trade in these places will significantly plummet their economy. 
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The Ministry of Health and Population in Egypt confirmed 31 cases in 2014 and 88 in 2015’s January and February. Thus, 
the official number of cases during September 2014–February 2015 was 114, including 36 deaths. Farms, abattoirs, 
backyard flocks, and live bird markets located in different governorates in Egypt will be sampled on a monthly basis 
regardless of the presence of disease symptoms in poultry after the law comes into effect. In each governorate, the same 
locations will continuously be sampled by a poultry veterinarian. Historically, the government of Egypt has adopted a 
number of mechanisms aimed at limiting the spread of avian flu, with varying degrees of success, since the subtype ‘H5N1’ 
virus was first reported in poultry in 2006 and was declared to be enzootic in 2008. However, the virus continued to 

circulate, and infections were reported in more governorates. Source: https://www.egyptindependent.com/egypt-to-bar-
live-poultry-trade-over-bird-flu-fears/ 

LOCAL NEWS 
  
October 12th 2018 is World Egg Day. October is the world egg month and we have been celebrating this event religiously 
every year for the last decade or so. Why do we celebrate World Egg Day? It is a day, second Friday in October every year, 
earmarked for spearheading the message throughout the world promoting our product and telling people about the 
excellent health benefits and versatility of the egg. International Egg Council (IEC) now known as World Egg Organization 
has launched the first World Egg Day 22 years ago and many countries have been celebrating the day in order to  make 
sure that everyone in  our midst knows that eggs are an excellent, affordable source of high quality protein, with the 
potential to feed our citizens, poor and rich, young and old, sick and healthy. 
 
An egg has potential to contribute towards total eradication of poverty, reducing hunger at both household and national 
level, provide good health, gender equality, provide decent work and economic growth. Eggs are an excellent source of 
vitamins, minerals and low calorie protein. But, there has never been any deliberate program aimed at increasing egg 
Consumption in Zambia and yet the product has myriads of solutions to problems that the Zambian people are facing such 
as high poverty levels, hunger, and other nutritional issues. To make sure that they are playing their role in increasing egg 
consumption and awareness about the various benefits of the egg, members of the Poultry Association of Zambia that are 
involved in the production of eggs donate eggs to  orphanages within Lusaka especially on world eggs day. The world egg 
day is celebrated in the countries of Europe, Americas, Asia and Africa. It is very appropriate now to reproduce the press 
release dispatched to Poultry Association of Zambia by the Director General of International Egg Commission of which 
Zambia is a member, 

 

 
Friday 12th October 2018 is set to get off to a cracking start when we celebrate World Egg Day. This year a range of 
international events and campaigns will promote the contribution that eggs make to fulfilling the nutritional requirements 
of the global community – from before we’re even born. 
 
A benefit to everybody’s body 
 
Eggs have a valuable role to play at the very earliest stages of human development and can continue to be of significant 
benefit throughout our lives. With the power to sustainably feed the world, eggs high quality protein, essential vitamins and 
minerals are essential for: 
 

- Foetal development  

- Healthy brain development in young children 

- Improving concentration levels at school, work and play 

- Supporting the body’s immune system 

- Essential to support the effectiveness of vaccinations and antiretroviral drugs. 
( HIV / AIDS WORKERS, ARE YOU LISTENING ?) 
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In recognition of the proven health benefits that eggs provide, particularly for children, this year’s World Egg Day has a 
eggs-citing twist, with organisers inviting the young and old alike to ‘crack them up’ by sharing their funniest egg jokes 
through their social networks. 
 

 
The annual event is organised by the World Egg Organisation (WEO). Julian Madeley, Director General of WEO explains 
how this year’s activity is set to raise a smile: “Over the past 22 years, we’ve communicated the positive impact that eggs 
can have on our lives. They are not only universally beneficial to our health; I’ve also discovered that they’re universally 
funny! In both developed and developing populations – a high quality source of protein is a fundamental requirement; and 
that’s a very serious message. However, we also want engage with the widest possible audience, by encouraging children 
and their parents to share the more humorous side of the humble egg.”   
 
Eggs on a roll 
 
World Egg Day is celebrated in more than 50 countries, from Australia to Zambia. Last year the campaign was embraced by 
organisations as diverse as international charities to premier league football clubs. 2018 is set to reach an even wider 
audience as we all Enjoy Glorious Giggles. Eggs as a force for good in the world, is typified by the International Egg 
Foundation’s involvement in Project Canaan in Swaziland. The united efforts of the global egg industry has provided a much 
needed high quality source of protein through eggs to local orphans and children in the surrounding rural community, 
where malnutrition is a daily reality; as it is for an estimated one billion people.   
 
Spread the word about nature’s premium protein 
 
Packed full of goodness and essential nutrients; eggs provide a complete food solution. It’s a simple message to share and 
you can be part of this eggs-traordinary celebration on Friday 12th October. The day the humble egg makes the world 
LOL.”                       
 
In developed populations eggs are also effective for weight control. Packed full of goodness in their own biodegradable 
packaging; eggs provide a complete food solution. Also rich in amino acids, calcium, sodium, iodine, selenium, choline and 
vitamins A, B, D and E, the message is loud and clear; ‘eggs are the answer’. They are an affordable, sustainable building 
block for a healthy, nutritious diet that benefits from a low carbon footprint. 
 
As well as the health advantages, eggs also taste great! They’re one of the most versatile and adaptable store cupboard 
essentials. Healthy eating has never tasted so good - so get cracking and discover endless eggy creations during the 
festivities. Embrace your wellbeing with a daily dose of egg! 
World Egg Day provides an opportunity to educate people about the true value of eggs and the importance of high quality 
protein in a fun and engaging way.  Do you remember the dream (of our beloved first President, Dr Kenneth David 
Kaunda), ‘an egg a day for every Zambian’? That dream has not lost its significance. In fact, it has become more relevant 
now than any other times in our lives. The major problem of under nutrition or malnutrition in Africa is caused not mainly 
due to deficiency of carbohydrate but due to lack of protein. The major problem is Energy Protein Imbalance (PEM), caused 
by under or malnutrition.  
 
Our egg production or layer sector has not been doing well in the recent past,  with various vagaries we have been facing 
such as very high depreciation of Kwacha, constant and long power cuts, escalating cost of producing feeds and chicks, 
continuous reduced price of eggs in the market place ,  low or reduced export of eggs to DR  Congo,  the layer or egg 
farming in Zambia has been met with serious setbacks. Recently egg consumption has drastically reduced both in Zambia 
and DR Congo who takes more than 35 percent of eggs produced locally! The buying power of people has come down and 
the farmers are forced to reduce the number of flocks or temporarily fold up their operations in order to storm away this 
very difficult time. In fact, the cost of production is disproportionately high against the prices of eggs prevalent, and the 
farmers are forced to sell eggs at a cost lower than that of production. Now that cost of feeds is coming down remarkably 
thanks to reduced price of Maize and Soya beans, we can see far  a silver lining at the end of the tunnel for layer farming in 
Zambia! 
It is a fact also that the major hurdle in increasing its consumption is the lack of knowledge and awareness among our 
people, of the nutritional quality of egg, of the convenience of having it for any time of the day, of its making sense 
economically as one of the ‘eggcellent’ but inexpensive food for the people of all walks of life. The positive side of the story 
is that our per capita consumption of eggs in Zambia has gone up from say 32 eggs per annum about five years ago to say 
more than about 65 eggs or more per capita per annum ( even after taking into account of eggs being sent to DR Congo!) in 
2016/17, thanks to great efforts of breeders, feed producers, other allied industries and above all the layer farmers, small 
and large. The consumption levels have increased over the years also due to the realization among our people that the eggs 
are most affordable proteins available to them now.  
                                       
Other side of the story is this: when it comes to the intake of protein foods the common argument is that our people 
languish with the lack or reduced disposable income or purchasing power.  
But when you observe our food habits closely we will know that most of us do not manage a well-balanced diet at least cost. 
We tend to ignore eating some of the most nutritionally valuable products like eggs but go after rather expensive foods 
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which may not come any closer to the nutritional excellence of eggs! The truth is that we will not find a complete protein 
like eggs that are available affordably and conveniently for the masses. However, the current trend in increased 
consumption of eggs is a new beginning indeed! 
                                                                                                           
A common question is : what can you do to lower the risk of heart disease, lower the risk of breast cancer and the risk of age 
related eye diseases such as cataracts and macular degeneration, while at the same time reduce muscle loss and promote 
healthy growth and aging?   The answer is incredibly simple, and completely natural: just eat eggs. As mentioned before, 
eggs are an excellent source of high quality protein, rich in amino acids, calcium, sodium, iodine, selenium, folic acid, 
choline and vitamins A, B, D & E; described by nutritionists, as a large vitamin pill enriched with a mineral cocktail, they 
contain all the essential vitamins and minerals required for a healthy diet, with a natural degradable packaging! No 
adulteration is possible or eggs cannot be adulterated at all! 
 
In a nut shell, rather, ‘in an egg shell’, it is  packed with full of goodness; from vitamin A, which is needed for the healthy 
development of the body’s cells, helping to maintain healthy skin and eye tissue and assisting in night vision, vitamin B12, 
which is necessary for the formation of red blood cells, important for the immune system to function properly, and helps 
protect against heart disease, right through to choline, vital for nerves and muscles to function correctly, and proven to 
lower the risk of heart disease, prevent age related memory loss and reduce the risk of breast cancer by as much as 40%.   
We are regularly told how important it is to eat a balanced diet; we need protein and plenty of vitamins and nutrients.  
Fruits, vegetables and meat naturally spring to mind, and combined can provide all these, but one food contains them all – 
eggs. 
 
Health organizations around the world are actively encouraging people to eat more eggs to ensure that they benefit from 
nature’s natural vitamin pill.  The Australian Heart Foundation recommends that people eat six eggs a week.  In Canada 
eggs carry the country’s health check mark, and the Irish Heart Foundation has coined the phrase, an egg a day is ok. In 
order to increase the egg consumption further in Zambia, we need to have more affordable price structure for eggs; that 
means, the industry should wake up to have ‘sensible’ profits and ‘sensible’ production costs in egg production. I know it 
looks absurd to say it now, with an unprecedented hike in the cost brought out by rather an unprecedented depreciation of 
local currency! Optimizing efficiency in rearing and production systems should make the corner stone of a successful egg 
production management. More players in the industry should be encouraged to go into egg production.  

 
 
Eggs ready for market and display  
Marketing of eggs should be handled more professionally and NOT on an ad hoc basis as it has been done by both small 
scale and large scale layer farmers in the country. When you sell eggs, make them more attractive (better after lay care, 
packaging and presentation, branding etc) and appetizing. Educate your customers on the nutritional quality of eggs. Small 
hand bills on nutritional information, egg recipes etc will do to start with. The recent move by layer farmers initiated by 
PAZ in marketing eggs sensibly should make a good start for the viable and stable egg industry in Zambia. 
 

Demystifying Eggs 
 
The Cholesterol myth exploded! 
 
Let us ponder again. It is unfortunate that the eggs have gathered over the years an infamous tag with them that says eggs 
can cause cardiac problems and is rich in cholesterol. Let us look at the reality scientifically.(  The entire scientific world has 
developed a soft corner for eggs in recent times, have you seen it!) Let us ask this question. Eggs contain cholesterol, but 
does eating eggs raise blood cholesterol and increase the risk of heart disease? 
No, not at all. 
 
Lets explain: two commonly talked about types of blood cholesterol include LDL (Low-Density Lipoprotein) and HDL (High-
Density Lipoprotein) cholesterol. LDL cholesterol is considered ‘bad’ (more saturated fat) because the scientific world 
somehow associated it with an increased risk of coronary heart disease whereas HDL cholesterol was considered ‘good’ 
(more unsaturated fat) because it was thought to help reduce the risk of heart disease. The fact is that eggs contain 
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cholesterol that has low in saturated fat and high in unsaturated fat. Studies show that saturated fats play the most critical 
role in raising blood cholesterol levels. In recent studies, adding two eggs to a healthy diet did not significantly increase 
blood cholesterol levels in men or women, young or middle-aged, with either normal or moderately blood cholesterol levels. 
 
In addition to this information we also know that there is no sufficient evidence yet to say that dietary cholesterol 
significantly increases blood cholesterol. The prestigious organizations such as American Heart Association, British Heart 
Association, the Foods Standards Agency and the like do not restrict the number of eggs in the diet.  The dietitians and 
medical doctors who are aware of this fact only limit eggs for health reasons especially for people who suffer from diabetes 
or from a genetic condition of predisposition to high cholesterol. 

 
 To conclude, eggs should get its deserving place in School feeding programmes. NGOs, Government and the industry 
should team up here to reach out to our children and incorporate eggs in their diet. They are our future and their future is 
in our hands.  There is milk already included in School feeding programme in some selected schools. Why not egg also 
finding its way there. Anyone is listening? 
 
“If you want to have a carbonated soft drink and an egg you can have both if you wish; but if you can afford only one of 
them you should opt for eggs. You may have three or four eggs for the price of a drink and make a most nutritious and 
delicious relish for a family of five at your home!” 
 
I end up this write up quoting P.G Wodehouse in his 1906  novel , ‘Love among the chickens’, “Have ever seen a man, 
woman, or a child who wasn’t eating an egg or just going to eat an egg or just coming away from eating an egg? I tell you, 
the good old egg is the foundation of daily life.” Let’s give a try with this incredibly nutritious and affordable egg! 
The author of the article is a Trustee of the Poultry Association of Zambia. For any queries please email the following: 
ChackoA@nmc.co.zm 

 

The Kwacha faced renewed pressure from importers to 
close the week on the back foot against the dollar on 
Friday. The morning session witnessed strong importer 
demand for the green-back which saw the Kwacha 
touch an intra-day low of K11.860/$ and K11.890/$ on 
the bid and offer.  
 
However increased dollar inflows in the interbank 
market provided some support to the local unit which 
eventually closed at K11.670/$ and K11.720/$, 17 
ngwee down on the day. With strong US dollar demand 
anticipated from corporates and inter-bank players, the 
Kwacha is likely to continue trading with a bearish tone. 
Trading range is expected to be between K11.750/$ and 
K11.850/$ on the interbank market in the near firm. 
Source-Zanaco daily newsletter 
 

 
Source: Bank of Zambia 
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The average day old chick prices remained flat during 

the week and are still trading at ZMK 6.29 from ZMK 

6.39 per day old chick which has been the price for six 

weeks. 

There are some movements also on the prices of pullets 

which are also trading at ZMK10.24 from ZMK 9.235. 

The supply of DoC is back to normal in all the districts. 

The graph captures the national average price trend for 

the day old broiler chicks  

 

 
Source: PAZ 
 

The national average prices for the broiler chickens recorded 

some movements during the course of the week.  

The national live broiler bird prices are averaging ZMK35.87 

from ZMK 36.13 recorded in the month of September 2018. 

The reduction in prices can be attributed to supply 

On the other hand, X-layer prices still recorded some 

reduction with now trading at ZMK 36.37 from ZMK36.41 

recorded in the same period.  

The prices for the free range chickens averaged ZMK 56.81 

compared with ZMk56.57 recorded in the month of 

September 2018.  
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Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

There were some downward movements on prices of 

frozen chickens and pieces during the course of the 

week. The average price for the whole frozen chicken in 

Lusaka is still trading at about ZMK21.43 compared 

with ZMK21.47 recorded during the month of 

September 2018 The lowest price in some chain stores is 

still trading at ZMK 18.99 per kg while the highest is on 

ZMK 27 per kg. The chicken sizes are ranging between 

1.2kg to 1.6kg in different stores. 

Please note that the prices are obtained from Pick n Pay, 

Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa supermarket and Cheers 

Stores. Different outlets have different pricing models 

hence the figures displayed is an average price for all the 

sampled chainstores. It should also be noted that these 

are Lusaka prices only. 

 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 
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AVERAGE PRICES FOR THE POINT OF LAY REMAINS UNCHANGED 
The prices for the point of lay remained unchanged during 

the course of the week. The average price is range between 

ZMK65 to ZMK74 per bird.  

Yielding Tree, one of the major suppliers of point of lay is 

offering good incentives to the farmer based on volumes.   

Great Guowei Farm has point of lay selling at

 competitive prices.  

CHOLIMBA Farm in Mkushi have point of lay on sale as 

well 

Base Farm Pullet rearers also have birds available at 

competitive prices.  

For the beginners who are interested in getting battery 

cages, cage price ranges between ZMK2700 to ZMK8000 

depending on the capacity and also the sources of the 

cages.  

There was no significant price change in the egg 

subsector during the course of the week. The retail 

prices in markets that are operating within Lusaka 

averages between ZMK 24.98 to ZMK27.14 per tray 

for large eggs, and medium eggs while smaller eggs are 

trading between ZMK19.5 and ZMK22.7 farm gate 

price. Pullet eggs are trading between ZMK18 and 

ZMK 19 per tray. Further, retail prices in some 

Chainstores have also remained unchanged, averaging 

between ZMK25 to ZMK35 per tray of 30 eggs 

depending on the supplier and packaging. For egg trays 

please contact KAGAAZ Industries limited on the 

following numbers +260973229349 or 

+260955350489 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 
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The national average prices for broiler and layer feed 

remained have continued with its upward trends. 

Broiler starter is now  trading at ZMK203.45 
compared with ZMK 201.95 recorded in month of 

september 2018. 
Broiler Grower is tradig at ZMK 198.36 compared with 

ZMK 195.02 recorded in the month of september 

2018, while Finisher is averaging ZMK 193.07 
compared with ZMk194.09 recorded in the month of 

september 2018. In the same vain, the layer feed 
prices have gone up too although significant changes 

have been observed on layer mash trading at 
ZMK162.25 comparede to ZMK160.25 recorded in the 

month of september 2018. 
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This poultry news has been sponsored by ROSS BREEDERS , ZAMHATCH , ARKAY Plastic Zambia Limited and 

Base Farms Pullet Rearers. 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space to advertise on 

this poultry news every week for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available on our website. For terms 

and conditions please contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE NOTE ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY 

ADVERT BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING.   

Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member of the poultry association of Zambia? If not please 
visit PAZ Secretariat in the showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. Registration is free and make sure 

you obtain a membership card, and ensure that you come with a receipt of day old chick’s purchase to be 
registered. So the only requirement is a receipt showing you purchased day old chicks from PAZ affiliated 

Hatchery 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Note: All prices in this update are retail prices- for all your poultry information please visit the websit:www.paoz.org 

Disclaimer: No one is allowed to copy or reproduce this information in any form without express permission from PAZ 

 

 

19th October 2018 
Mulungushi International Conference Centre 

 

22nd October 2018 
 

19th to23rd November 
Northern Province investment expo 

World Antibiotics Week 
Venue to be advised 

 
 

PUT THAT ADVERT HERE 
ADVERTISING SPACE 

 

 

Payless For The Chick That Pays You More 

Hatchery: 0964533426 

Marketing 

Head Office - 0971252593 

Lusaka - 0960283016 

Copperbelt – 0960282982 

 

 

 

UP-COMING EVENTS 
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ROSS BREEDERS   ZAMBIA-Day old chicks, Cell: 0977-321 310 
 Email:rbzsales@rossafrica.com 

ROSS BREEDERS ZAMBIA-Parent stock, Cell: 0966-862877 
Email:rbzexports@rossafrica.com 

NUTRIFEEDS ZAMBIA LTD, Cell: 0966627765 
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