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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
RABOBANK TRACKS VOLATILITY IN POULTRY MARKET 
UTRECHT, Netherlands – Rabobank’s recently released Q3 report on the global poultry market reflects 
the possible impact of trade disputes between the United States and key export markets. The analysis by 
the Rabobank showed volatility in feed costs due to safeguarding measures on Brazilian poultry by 
China and rising trade tensions with the US and China as significant features in the world outlook.  
 
“Global trade has recently become highly volatile, and we have seen some major movements in trade 
streams and prices due to several important factors,” said Nan-Dirk Mulder, senior analyst for animal 
protein at RaboResearch. The report also cited Saudi Arabia implementing new halal standards, which 
led to a 30 percent drop in imports in the first quarter.  China is taking on several poultry issues 
starting with Brazil. The Chinese government issued a safeguard on imports of Brazilian poultry, which 
led to implementing company-specific import levies. Rabobank believes this will impact import 
volumes of Brazil poultry into China. 
 
With the recent US threat of tariffs on goods, China announced a set of import taxes on US agricultural 
products, including soybeans, starting in July. Negotiations continue, but if the tariffs are implemented 
Chinese feed prices will rise. Rabobank believes traders will then begin sourcing soybeans from Brazil, 
which is already suffering from a weak poultry industry.   
Directly linked to the US-Chinese trade tensions is the implementation of a 25 percent tariff on US 
chicken imports into China, further delaying the prospect of US chicken accessing the market. 
 
On June 5, Mexico’s president, Enrique Peña Nieto, signed a decree placing import tariffs on US steel 
and agricultural products including pork in retaliation for the US tariffs on Mexican steel and 
aluminum products a few days before that. Rabobank believes this will indirectly impact the North 
American poultry markets where prices in Mexico for pork and chicken will likely rise. The group says 
its outlook is positive for the Mexican chicken industry and will result in a “more bullish market 
environment” for import of poultry. Source: http://www.meatpoultry.com/articles/news_ 

 

LOCAL  NEWS 

FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO THE ERRATIC SUPPLY OF DAY OLD CHICKS IN 

ZAMBIA 

There many factors relating to the current challenges concerning the supply of day old chicks and 

these are Hatchery specific.  It should be noted that the first quota of every year, uptake of day old 

chicks is at the lowest level, and a number of drowned chick (chicks produced but not sold) are also at 

the pick. The total estimated numbers of drowned chicks during this period in the previous years are as 

follow: 2017 (3,281,202), 2016 (5,157,243), 2015 (2,540,354), for 2018 (No drowned chicks have 

so far been recorded). These figures translate into huge losses on the part of the hatcheries and to avoid 

such losses, usually placement of parent stocks during this period is also at the lowest. However, 
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comparing what was offloaded on the market in the same period last year, there is additional 

2,681,948 chicks added onto the market this year.  

These figures point us to the following: (1) the demand for day old chicks has not fallen from the 

demand we usually experience during the peak of September, October, November when a huge 

number of poultry players come onto the market to start keeping Chickens for Christmas. Why is this 

case now? Three issues to this (a) prices of stock feed is at the lowest in the past two years averaging 

zmk 175 per  bag compared to zmk 275 two years ago (b) farmers shifted from keeping layers into  

broilers and this is addition to those who have been keeping broilers (c) the e-voucher has now been 

extended to livestock. Due to the partial droughts the country experienced during December to end of 

January, and the delay in activating the cards, most farmers also switched from crop production into 

broilers.  

(2) The second side of the coin is that starting from the end of 2016, the southern African region was 

affected by the Avian influenza which started in Uganda,  then DRC, jumped Zambia and affected 

Zimbabwe and then South Africa ( still in existence up to now). Zambia happens to be the corridor for 

these migratory birds responsible for spreading of AI, and there was fear in the industry that Zambia 

might be affected anytime. This also had implications on placements of parent stocks, in addition to the 

highlighted trend of the first quota. There are developments on the placement of parent stocks and 

supply will start improving as we go along. Source PAZ secretariat 

ZAMBIA'S KWACHA TO REMAINS FIRM 

The kwacha is expected to hold firm against the dollar 
next week on increased supply of hard currency from 
exporters, which has outstripped demand. 
Commercial banks quoted the currency of Africa's 
No.2 copper producer at 9.75 per dollar, stronger 
than a close of 9.95 a week ago.  

"The kwacha will continue to appreciate due to 
provisional taxes falling due on 10 July 2018," the 
local branch of South Africa's First National Bank 
(FNB) said in a note. 

 

 
Source: Bank of Zambia 

 

http://bank/
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PRICES FOR THE DOCs REMAIN UNCHANGED 

The average day old chick prices remained 

unchanged during the week and are still trading at 

ZMK 6.39 per day old chick. There are no 

movements also on the prices of pullets which are 

also trading at ZMK 9.235. Supply challenges is 

still being faced in a number of districts  

Please note also that the prices of day old chick 

may differ depending on a number of factors such 

as the distance and the source supplying the day 

old chicks, the council levies in certain areas 

among others issues. The graph captures the 

national average price trend for the day old broiler 

chicks  

 
Source: PAZ 
 

FREE RANGE DAY OLD CHICKS 

The free range day old chicks, being sold as Rowan Ranger by Ross breeders are now trading at ZMK5 

per day old chick. These birds are designed for tough conditions, slower growing but had a good FCR. It 

is a duo purpose bird which can be used as a hen to produce eggs or managed to produce that tasty 

village chicken. The product is available in all the Ross Breeders outlets throughout Zambia. The price 

promotion is for the month of July 2018. 

 

LIVE BIRD REGISTERS SOME PRICE MOVEMENTS  

The national average prices for the broiler chickens 

recorded some movements during the course of the 

week.  

The national live broiler bird prices are averaging 

ZMK36.70 from ZMK 36.68 recorded last week.  
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On the other hand, X-layer prices are still recorded 

some reduction with now trading at ZMK 36.61 

from ZMK36.60 recorded last week.  

The prices for the free range chickens averaged 

ZMK 56.26 compared with ZMk56.24 recorded 

last week.  

 

 
Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

WHOLE DRESSED CHICKEN PRICES REMAINS UNCHANGED 

There were no movements on prices of frozen 

chickens and pieces during the course of the week . 

The average price for the whole frozen chicken in 

Lusaka is still trading at about ZMK21.54 same 

prices as obtained last week. The lowest price in 

some chain stores is still trading at ZMK 18.79 per 

kg while the highest is on ZMK 28.79 per kg. The 

chicken sizes are ranging between 1.2kg to 1.6kg in 

different stores. 

 

Please note that the prices are obtained from Pick n 

Pay, Shoprite, Zambeef, Melisa supermarket and 

Cheers Stores. Different outlets have different 

pricing models hence the figures displayed is an 

average price for all the sampled chainstores. It 

should also be noted that these are Lusaka prices 

only. 
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Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

AVERAGE PRICES FOR THE POINT OF LAY REMAIN UNCHANGED 

The prices for the point of lay remained 

unchanged during the course of the week. The 

average price is range between ZMK65 to ZMK74 

per bird.  

 Yielding Tree, one of the major suppliers of 

point of lay is offering good incentives to the 

farmer based on volumes.   

 Great Guowei Farm has point of lay selling 

at competitive prices.  

 Cholimba Farm in Mkushi have point of lay 

on sale as well 

 Base Farm Pullet rearers also have birds 

available at competitive prices.  

 Zamchick has now available point of lay 

pullets. For orders above 1000 birds the 

prices can be negotiated 

 

 

NATIONAL RETAIL AVERAGE EGG PRICES REMAIN UNCHANGED 

There was no significant price change in the egg 

subsector during the course of the week. The retail 

prices in markets that are operating within Lusaka 

averages between ZMK 24.70 to ZMK26.95 per 

tray for large eggs, and medium eggs while smaller 

eggs are trading between ZMK19.4 and ZMK22.5 

farm gate price. Pullet eggs are trading at ZMK18 

per tray. Further, retail prices in some Chainstores 

have also remained unchanged, averaging between 

ZMK25 to ZMK36 per tray of 30 eggs depending 

on the supplier and packaging.  
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Source: Poultry Association of Zambia 

 

POULTRY EQUIPTMENTS -INCUBATORS , CAGES AND EGG TRAYS 

For the beginners who are interested in getting battery cages, cage price ranges between ZMK2700 to 

ZMK8000 depending on the capacity and also the sources of the cages. Incubators for small-scale 

farmers involved in keeping free range, incubators are available at reasonable prices from Zambezi 

Chunlei along Kafue Road. All registered members of PAZ are entitled to a discount and good package 

is coming soon. For those interested in egg trays, KAGAAZ industry limited is providing trays ZMk55 

per bundle with transport included for Lusaka. For drinkers and feeder, Alkay Plastic Zambia Limited 

has also in stock at competitive prices. 

AVERAGE STOCK FEED PRICES REMAIN FIRM 

The national average prices for broiler and layer 
feed remained remained during the course of 
the week following the adjustments observed at 
the end of last week. Broiler starter is still  
trading at ZMK179.30, broiler Grower is stil 
tradig at ZMK 175.3 while Finisher is also 
averaging ZMK 169.90.  
 
In the same vain, the layer feed prices remained 
unchanged. Pullet starter is still trading at ZMK 
155.83 ,  pullet grower is trading at ZMK 
141.57. Developer is trading at ZMK 136 while 
Layer Mash is avaraging ZMK 137.60 per 50kg 
bag. For those compounding their own poultry 
feed the avarage prices have have also stayed 
flat .  
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SPONSORS OF POULTRY NEWS 
This poultry news has been sponsored by ROSS BREEDERS , ZAMHATCH , ARKAY Plastic Zambia 

Limited and Base Farms Pullet Rearers 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTNER? 

The requirement for this sponsorship is ZMK 12,000 per year. The sponsor will have a free space to 

advertise on this poultry news every week for 52 weeks in a year. Advertising space is also available on 

our website. For terms and conditions please contact the Secretariat on 0211 256354.  PLEASE NOTE 

ALSO THAT WE CAN RUN ANY ADVERT BASED ON YOUR SPECIFICATION AND TIMING.   

 
POULTRY ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA MEMBERSHIP 

Are you an active poultry farmer and a registered member of the poultry association of Zambia? If not 
please visit PAZ Secretariat in the showgrounds, ZNFU Stand just by the roundabout. Registration is 

free and make sure you obtain a membership card, and ensure that you come with a receipt of day old 
chick’s purchase to be registered. So the only requirement is a receipt showing you purchased day old 

chicks from PAZ affiliated Hatchery 

 

 

 

 
PAZ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

MULUNGUSHI INTERNATION CONFERENCE 
DATE: 27TH JULY 2018 

 
 

PUT THAT ADVERT HERE 
ADVERTISING SPACE 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Payless For The Chick That Pays You More 

Hatchery: 0964533426 

Marketing 

Head Office - 0971252593 

Lusaka - 0960283016 

Copperbelt – 0960282982 
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ROSS BREEDERS   ZAMBIA-Day old chicks, Cell: 0977-321 310 
 Email:rbzsales@rossafrica.com 

ROSS BREEDERS ZAMBIA-Parent stock, Cell: 0966-862877 
Email:rbzexports@rossafrica.com 

NUTRIFEEDS ZAMBIA LTD, Cell: 0966627765 
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